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n'$ L u c k M i r i a m S u t t o n 

suppose many rockhounds have the dream of someday f i n d ¬
, the one t h a t i s e x t r a b i g and very b e a u t i f u l . I t must 

.ety, something never b e f o r e seen on l a n d ar sea and, o f 
; be gem q u a l i t y . A c t u a l l y my dreams were a l i t t l e more 
l a t . I would have s e t t l e d q u i t e h a p p i l y f o r 75 pounds 
agate. 

=t me t e l l you what I d i d f i n d . L i k e numerous o t h e r 
spent the May weekend h u n t i n g r o c k s i n the v i c i n i t y o f 

^as c l i m b i n g a s l o p e back of Robbin Creek, going up the 
i s my custom, f o l l o w i n g a game t r a i l , when I found the 
ame on i t . I , the one who u s u a l l y comes back from c l i m b -
i t h n o t h i n g but a b r a s i o n s and c o n t u s i o n s to show f o r a l l 
had found the b i g one. 

he members of my f a m i l y have been n a t t e r i n g a t me f o r 
o " f i n d a b i g one and we w i l l d i g i t out f o r you", 5o I
d i d . W i t h i n t h r e e hours my rock was i n t h e t r u c k i n a l l 
; r y o i d a l beauty. B e l i e v e me they have o f t e n worked l o n g e r 
ir l e s s . We weighed i t i n at 536 pounds and t h e n , s e v e r a l 
"ound some more of i t i n a pack sack t h a t had been o v e r ­
a l l i t weighed over 5 50 pounds, 

Had i t come out i n one p i e c e we would have c a l l e d i t a 
aode and been t h r i l l e d t o have such a s p e c t a c u l a r s p e c i -
, however, f r o s t f r a r cured i n the b a s a l t and i t came out 
j chunks. The l a r g i s t weighs 119 pounds and has a round-
i g h t i n the c e n t r e At Kamloops I n o t i c e d people r u b b i n g 
r good l u c k . They 3aid i t reminded them of the f a t l i t t l e 
Laughing Buddha. 

S i n c e we had some s m a l l b i t s we d e c i d e d to work some to 
l u e c o l o r would h o l d . A f t e r the back was p o l i s h e d and 
s o f f the dop s t i c k we found t h a t , not o n l y was the stone 
d l o o k i n g b l u e but something new had been added. The r e ¬
t from the back of the cab shaded from s i l v e r y y e l l o w and 
o a deep orange, depending on the angle at which the l i g h t
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We immediately s e t to work e x p e r i m e n t i n g w i t h stones of d i f f e r e n t 
shapes cut from d i f f e r e n t s e c t i o n s of the rock to see i f they would 
vary but the e f f e c t was the same i n them a l l . A p p a r e n t l y i t i s from 
the b a s i c s t r u c t u r e of the r o c k . When viewed through a m a g n i f y i n g 
glass the rock has a t e x t u r e d appearance, not u n l i k e the weave of a 
niece of H a r r i s tweed Q 

The rock works up d i f f e r e n t l y from a p i e c e of o r d i n a r y 
agate and here are the r e s u l t s of our t e s t i n g to date: 

C o l o u r - Smoky b l u e , shows p l n a c h r o i s m . 
Hardness - More than 7. 
S p e c i f i c G r a v i t y - 2.56. 
F u s i b i l i t y - On the c h a r c o a l b l o c k w i t h a 

propane t o r c h we got a gl a z e d 
e f f e c t on the t h i n edge and on 
the back of a t i n y c h i p . Perhaps 5y 

Formation - A b o t r y o i d a l geode i n b a s a l t . 
What i s i t ? Suppose you t e l l me. 

I t has been suggested t h a t we c a l l i t "Moon Agate" which 
most c e r t a i n l y sounds glamorous but i t i s s c a r c e l y s c i e n t i f i c . U n t i l 
i t has been p o s i t i v e l y i d e n t i f i e d by someone more knowledgeable than 
I , I ' l l c o n t i n u e to c a l l i t j u s t "My r o c k " . 

One t h i n g my rock has done f o r a l l of us i s t h i s . I t has 
reminded us t h a t t h e r e i s no end to the v a r i e t y of l a p i d a r y m a t e r i a l ; 

we can hope to l o c a t e i n B r i t i s h Columbia. A l l we have t o do i s t o 
keep l o o k i n g . When w i l l the next b i g f i n d be made, and by whom? 

Perhaps i t w i l l be you. 
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Rare Crystal Specimens 
Price list free. 

See our ad in the Classified ad section. 

INMON CRYSTAL COMPANY 
1309 LIN WOOD STREET 

' G R E E N S B O R O , N O R T H C A R O L I N A , U .S .A . 27403 

The Treasure Chest 
HOUSE OF LAPIDARY AND 8ILVERSMITHING LTD. 

12520 - 118 AVE., EDMONTON, ALTA. 
PHONE: 454 - 2609 

LESSONS IN SILVERSMITHING AND LAPIDARY 

S P E C I A L T I E S 
DINOSAUR BONE 

PETRIFIED WOOD 
MAIL ORDERS WELCOME 


