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Even i f t h e r e were no agates t h e r e , the c o u n t r y 
around Shuswap Lake, B.C. would be worth v i s i t 
i n g . The l u s h v e g e t a t i o n i n the v a l l e y s and 
b e s i d e the l a k e makes a p l e a s i n g c o n t r a s t w i t h 
the smooth h i l l s i d e s 0 In t h e summer the c l i 
mate i s as c l o s e t o i d e a l as can be found any
where, w i t h warm but c o m f o r t a b l e days and c o o l 
s l e e p w o r t h y n i g h t s . 
S q u i l a x Mountain r i s e s t o the s o u t h o f the s h o r t 
L i t t l e R i v e r which j o i n s L i t t l e Shuswap Lake 
w i t h b i g Shuswap Lake, and which i s a c t u a l l y 
p o r t o f t h e South Thompson R i v e r . Agate may be 
found at many p l a c e s on the mountain and around 
i t s base, but much o f i t i s r a t h e r o r d i n a r y 
s t u f f . There have been many gem q u a l i t y agates 
found h e r e , however, so do not g i v e up j u s t be
cause your f i r s t few don't seem too e x c i t i n g . 
There are t h r e e l o c a t i o n s worth v i s i t i n g on the 
mountain, two v e r y a c c e s s i b l e , and one not q u i t e 
so a c c e s s i b l e . 

(1) S e v e r a l c r e e k s , d r y i n summer, c a r r y a g a t e s , and o t h e r r o c k s of c o u r s e , down
the n o r t h s i d e o f S q u i l a x M o u n t a i n . One o f t h e s e runs i n t o a l a r g e c u l v e r t under
the Trans Canada Highway near t h e e n t r a n c e t o L i t t l e R i v e r F i s h i n g Camp, which i s a
b i t more than a m i l e west o f the overhead b r i d g e l e a d i n g to Adams Lake. F o l l o w i n g
t h i s creek bed up t h e mountain, and working i n the r u b b l e from nearby s l i d e s , w i l l
produce l o t s o f g r e y - b l u e agate and, i f your e y e s i g h t i s good, an o c c a s i o n a l un
broken n o d u l e .
{2) The f l a t f a r m l a n d s on the s o u t h 
s i d e of the mountain w i l l y i e l d agate 
of v a r i o u s grades f o r y e a r s t o come. 
J u s t park b e s i d e the r o a d (see map 
r e f e r e n c e #2) and s t a r t l o o k i n g . When 
going onto p r i v a t e p r o p e r t y i t i s ad
v i s a b l e t o ask p e r m i s s i o n . 

(3) The t h i r d l o c a t i o n may i n v o l v e
some w a l k i n g and c l i m b i n g , depending
on t he c o n d i t i o n o f t h e l o g g i n g r o a d
which t r a v e r s e s t h e s o u t h s i d e o f the
mountain. There a r e s e v e r a l f o r k s i n
t h i s road which do not appear on the
map, b e i n g j u s t o f f t h e r i g h t hand,
or e a s t , s i d e o f the page. The p r e s 
ent r oad l e a d s e v e n t u a l l y t o the t o p
of the mountain and o v e r the p a s t few
years a good number o f r o c k g a t h e r e r s
have made i t a l l the way up, e i t h e r on
f o o t o r w i t h t h e use o f a Land Rover.
Whether the m a t e r i a l from the top i s
any b e t t e r than t h a t found on the way
up i s d e b a t a b l e . One t h i n g i s c e r 
t a i n , the view from the t o p i s t r e 
mendous . 
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