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16. The C a n a d i a n ROCKHOUND A u g u s t 1964 

C i n n a b a r and Rhodoni te 

at Red Lake B.C. B o b H m 

Many r o c k h o u n d s have a l r e a d y t a k e n a d v a n t a g e o f t h e i n f o r 
m a t i o n c o n t a i n e d i n the. v a r i o u s M e moirs p u b l i s h e d by t h e G e o l o g i c a l 
S u r v e y o f Canada by t r a c k i n g down o l d l e a d s and f i n d i n g l a p i d a r y ma-, 
t e r i a l s l o n g s i n c e f o r g o t t e n . My own s u c c e s s i n t h i s f i e l d had been-

• v e r y l i m i t e d u n t i l I c h a n c e d t o r e a d Memoir 249 by W.E. C o c k f i e l d , 
p u b l i s h e d i n 1961 c o v e r i n g t h e N i c o l a map a r e a . T h i s s t u d y meat i o n s 
t h a t p i n k c h a l c e d o n y i s a s s o c i a t e d w i t h t h e m e r c u r y p r o s p e c t a.if Hard-, 
i e H i l l n e a r Red L a k e . The p i n k c o l o r i s c a u s e d by m i n u t e i n c l u s i o n s ; 
o f c i n n a b a r , a c c o r d i n g t o t h e s u r v e y a n d t h e p r o s p e c t : o f ; f i n d i n g s u c h 
an a t t r a c t i v e gem s p u r r e d s e v e r a l members o f t h e N o r t h 5 h a r e Rock &. :. 
Gem C l u b t o make a j o u r n e y t o t h e a r e a s e v e r a l y e a r s ago. A l t h o u g h we 
must have come w i t h i n w a l k i n g d i s t a n c e o f t h e o l d p r o s p e c t o u r ^ o r i g i n 
a l s e a r c h f a i l e d , p e r h a p s b e c a u s e o f t h e h e a t o f t h e d a y o r some c o n 
f u s i o n o v e r l a n d m a r k s . 

T h i s s p r i n g we. o r g a n i z e d a hunt w h i c h was r e f e r r e d . , t o a t 
t h e t i m e as t h e "Get L o s t w i t h H i l l E x p e d i t i o n " and w h e r e a s we d i d g e t 
l o s t , we a l s o managed t o f i n d t h e d e p o s i t . The m a t e r i a l t u r n e d o u t t o 
be good enough t o j u s t i f y t h e e f f o r t s p e n t and a l t h o u g h some-, of- i t i s 
a. l i t t l e p o r o u s t h e r e i s ..some w i t h a p l e a s i n g r e d plume and a s .a .bonus
a good s u p p l y , o f p i n k r h o d o n i t e on t h e same l o c a t i o n . The t e n o f us';, 
who made t h e t r i p d i d n o t have t i m e t o make a t h o r o u g h e x a m i n a t i o n o f 
t h e p r o p e r t y , I h a s t e n t o a d d , b u t we a r e c o n f i d e n t t h a t . f u r t h e r e x 
p l o r a t i o n w i l l be r e w a r d i n g . 

To g e t t h e r e , f o l l o w t h e T r a n q u i l l e to Red Lake r o a d t o 
Red L a k e and p r o c e e d p a s t t h e l a k e u n t i l t h e r o a d t a k e s a sudden s t e e p 
d i p down o f f a p l a t e a u t o w a r d s C o p p e r C r e e k . A t t h e b o t t o m t h e r e i s a 
d e c i d e d t r i a n g l e o f r o a d s and on t h e l e f t a r o a d l e a d i n g back t o w a r d s , 
t h e T r a n q u i l l e R i v e r . F o l l o w t h i s r o a d u n t i l i t t e r m i n a t e s a t an v . ; -
abandoned m i l l s i t e . H a r d i e . H i l l i s on t h e l e f t , ;;-Dickson| H i l l i s on ;, 
t h e r i g h t , n o t more t h a n 1 0 0 0 1 away. The mater.ial :.jwas' f o u n d j u s t b e 
l o w t h e t o p o f H a r d i e H i l l and more p a r t i c u l a r l y on t h e Worth West s i d e 
where t h e m a t e r i a l seemed t o be a l i t t l e b e t t e r . S e v e r a l c u t s and 
t r e n c h e s made some y e a r s ago make t h e d i g g i n g r e l a t i v e l y e a s y . We d i d 
n o t v i s i t D i c k s o n H i l l o r t h e a d i t t h e r e b u t l e f t t h i s f o r t h e n e x t 
e x p e d i t i o n . 

I w o u l d d e f i n i t e l y s u g g e s t l e a v i n g by c o n t i n u i n g on t o 
Savona as t h i s r o a d has a most s p e c t a c u l a r v i e w o f Kamloops Lake and 
i s no l o n g e r t h a n g o i n g b a c k t h e way you came. The r o a d s i n t h i s a r e a 
a r e i n c l i n e d t o be s l i p p e r y i n wet w e a t h e r . 
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