
Mr. David C. Sharpstone, % r*as i*rovj§ iii*3Mf 

100 Bush J t r e e c , Kh« tost plan as ftuseel! * s S«*§9* w> tv<j 
i-an Francisco 4, California, r«>." well, for ua to • . & 
U.S.A. loo'i at this before ^rtvceedlns *j*y«md the 

-r* 11.1 program. As you can Langitatt I w&a oast p»ctvi 
Dear Mr. Sharps tone; or mapping had beam dUwas tnd this 

bean breught into cos&lece £c*rns £©day hy Vessel! 1* T&P&C* 
This; .will acknowledge your , letter of July 2d end also 

your report O B the Eric*se;>^shby property Uqted ,M*&**Z : hav* 
trttuu i ted 1 B fl pot ting new <.ir ? l . r:* .'.tre*. Lz £ve 3 SSIST* 

I regret the delay l a answering these but 1 fouau my3elf 
overwhelmed with paper on my re .urn and f e l t that I had to learn 
more about Che property before replying to you. 

Ksny thanks Cor your othar gge31lorn vhi eh we ?i 12 
Look into flta Btiton hoi j w t eaj.le«ioie to say he had been talking 
to you and that you were asking about: 

Kindest regards, 
(a) Your joining us on our next t r i p to Ericksen-Ashby. 
While I appreciate your offer- J feel, that when you read 
the enclosed report written by Dr. Beaton on our behalf 
you w i l l probably gain more than by a t r i p %o the property 
as you probably saw more on your f i r s t trip than anyone 
else. As a counter-suggestion I can meet, you in San 
Francisco or Vancouver when we return from the property 
on or about September 17. ^ t u a l l y ourpresent plan 
calls for us to be in Seattle on Thursday the seventeenth. 

SIFB/isv However, I w i l l leave this entirely in your hands. We 
plan to go into and return from the property to Juneau 
on September 16. 

(b) Your request to be placed on the Board of Ericksen-
Ashby. This has been acted upon by telegram to the 
Ericksen-Ashby Board asking them to elect you as a 
director. 

(c) Your report on the Ericksen-Ashby program. This has 
been read carefully and we appreciate the time and the 
well organised comments you have made on the work to date. 
May I say that the program presented by Russell and 
Powelson was accepted as being a f a i r l y good one for 
this season. We like to think of this as Stage 1, 
designed to approach the prospect in a rather careful 
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manner within the limit of the estimated budget of 
$150,000. Looking at i t now we probably should have 
done as you suggested. However, in view of the fa~t 
that we (Newconex) were heavily committed this year we 
were reluctant to change the plan once i t got underway. 
In one sense, this has proved to be, In our opinion, 
probably the best plan as Russell has done no sampling 
or mapping and i t may be well for us to take a long hard 
look at this before proceeding beyond the present Diamond 
Dr i l l i n g program. As you can imagine I was most perturbed 
that no sampling or mapping had been done and this has 
been brought into complete ferns today by Russell's report 
which states.therewere two faults in the adit which should 

r r . have been mapped and i f they had been mapped would have 
resulted in spotting new d r i l l *ite*,Y Jack Ives w i l l map 
and sample, the adit for us.and we hope we can assess the 

ncr^n h«T„, situation jmich' fetter' oh 'completion- or" this work. 

Many thanks for your other suggestions which we w i l l 
look into when we examine the property. m . 

- •-* • .... juSt r j J a zo s a y ha had been tai&i . to you and >bs* jw* ^ k i n * about: Kindest regards, 
£L*T*a ™irT' ' a B ^ S i n c e r e l y , i v E r i c k s e n - A ^ 
while 1 appreciate /our Direr I that whan 

^ ^ \ ^ t - ^ - ^ ^ c o M j x 'HOLDtNGS LIMITED 
you w i l l prcbs^ly gain mora 
as you probably saw mere on 
else. As a •: wmter~ &<;£ge£ t 
on nr about Septemb^Y. M M ^ n i ^ pis 
calls for U o i to be^tn Seattle 'n iSursday the e e ^ n f e * * * 
However, I w i l l leave this entirely in your heads. •** 
plas to 50 Into and return from the property to US.+AU 
on September 

(b) Your request to be placed on the Hoard of -it! • 
Aahby, This has bean acted upon by telegram to • 
Erlcksen-Aahby Board aaklng than to elect you as . 
cl ir^* c t or 

(c) four report on the Srickaen-Ashby ^Togr^, Tht$ as 
been read carefully and wt appreciate the time an-: 
well organized comments you have made on the work to dare, 
May I say that the program presented by Russell and 
Powelson was accepted «a being a f a i r l y good s?>s Cor 
this wesson. We like to think of this ss Stage I, 
designed to approach the prospect in a rather eareiul 

BIFB/mv 



ERICKSEN-ASHBY MINES LIMITED 

FOREWORD 

Messrs Knutson, Ives and Beaton spent parts of 

July 25th and 26th at the Ericksen-Ashby operation. Recent 

surface strippings and the underground workings were examined, 

mine plans were studied and exploration was discussed with 

Mr. Russell and Mr. Waller. 

SURFACE EXPLORATION 

The zone of mineralization located t h i s season by 

Mr. Waller i s quite extensive. This i s south of No.5 Zone 

and i s , mainly, heavily stained cherty carbonate carrying 

rhodonite, pyrrhotite, p y r i t e , sphalerite, and galena. This 

resembles the outcrop of No.3 Zone. 

Five short holes d r i l l e d with the Winkie machine 

i n t h i s v i c i n i t y gave inconclusive r e s u l t s . 

This area should be mapped i n d e t a i l , opened up to 

fresh rock with a gasoline plugger i f possible, and c a r e f u l l y 

sampled. Data may prove useful i n assessing Zones No.4, No.5, 

and No.7 and could be of aid i n planning work for 1965. 

Mr. Russell said that the f a u l t structure postulated 

by Mr. Bernius i s not correct. A report on Russell's findings 

i n t h i s regard should be requested. 

UNDERGROUND EXPLORATION 

1. The adit p o r t a l i s at the base of a very steep rock 

face some hundreds of feet high. Blasting and f r o s t action 

could cause dangerous rock f a l l s . The dump i s on talus at 



the angle of repose so can be expected to settle and even 

slide away next spring. Construction of a rock-slide shed 

anchored to the wall should be considered. This may be suit­

able for housing the compressors and portal shop next season. 

2. The adit is near the hanging wall of the band of 

carbonate-chert rocks. An attempt to swing this drive towards 

the down-dip projection of the best grade find on surface, 

Zone No.l or Main, was abandoned when faulted ground trending 

at 45° to the crosscut was encountered. 

3. The adit was continued as a line-drive and on July 

25th the face was 365 f t . from the portal. Two diamond d r i l l 

stations had been cut but i t is doubtful i f these are adequate 

for the surface d r i l l to be used. The proposed f i n a l length 

is 465 f t . with a large diamond d r i l l station at the end. The 

adit was allowed to climb so that the miners rode the loaded 

car to the portal at a good speed but two men had d i f f i c u l t y 

in tramming an empty car back to the face. This could cause 

d i f f i c u l t i e s when trains are in use. Before the contractor i s 

paid off, a level survey should determine whether or not parts 

of the bottom must be lowered to meet standard mining requirements. 

4. A sump is to be made at the crosscut to conserve 

diamond d r i l l i n g water. 

5. When the diesel engine i s running underground i t is 

imperative that adequate ventilation supplies fresh air and 

removes noxious fumes. Electric lights at the d r i l l could be 

connected so that these extinguish the moment the fan and/or 

compressors stop. The mine inspector would, no doubt, consider 

ventilation the responsibility of Ericksen-Ashby. 

6. As the adit was not washed, the nature of the mineral­

ized zone encountered was seen only by chipping. The few samples 
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taken and descriptions by Russell are very encouraging but wholly 

inadequate. Each face should have been mapped and sampled. This 

could have been done so as to cause very l i t t l e delay to the 

contractors and would be of material aid in planning additional 

work. A l l of the underground workings must now be thoroughly 

washed down and mapped. Mineralization must be back sampled. 

7. A crushing, grinding and quartering plant to treat 

bulk samples and d r i l l cores i s not recommended at this time. 

8. An examination of mine plans now in use revealed 

serious discrepancies in the location of No.l Zone. In addition, 

Plate No.l drawn by Bernius shows the horizontal distance between 

the south end of Zone No.l and the north end of Zone No.2 to be 

360 feet., whereas the Terratest plan made from the C.M.& S. map 

of October 1951 indicates this distance to be 900 f t . A transit 

survey tying Zones No.l, No.2, No.3, and No.6 to the adit is 

suggested. Long d r i l l holes should be positioned by transit. 

9. Since the present mining contract is nearing completion 

and a l l operations w i l l have to be terminated early in October, 

i t is recommended that the carbonate-chert zone be investigated by 

d r i l l i n g during August and September. A programme, subject to 

change as cores are logged, is suggested as follows:-

TARGET 

No.l Zone - F i r s t hole should be collared at the end of the adit 

and aimed for the projection of No.l Zone to the adit 

horizon. If this is negative, f l a t holes to the south 

and north could test for possible plunge. In the event 

of these a l l being negative, holes should prospect 

for this zone between the outcrop and the adit horizon. 

Since this is the best grade lens known to date, i t s 

size and metal content could have a serious bearing 
on future exploration. 
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No.3 Zone - Holes collared near the portal could find the 

extent and grade of this lens. 

Adit Zone - If sampling shows this to be near ore grade, 

lateral holes from the adit, either d r i l l e d with 

an air-leg or diamond d r i l l , should obtain data 

on the f u l l width and metal content. 

No.6 Zone and No.2 Zone are not amenable to t e s t - d r i l l i n g 

from the adit. 

Carbonate-chert Formation - Flat holes to the northeast and 

southwest from the d r i l l stations and the crosscut 

to prospect the carbonate-chert horizon and the 

volcanic hanging wall are recommended. 

GENERAL 

BUDGET 

As work during August and September w i l l be diamond 

d r i l l i n g , rock trenching, mapping and sampling, costs can best 

be estimated by management having access to contracts, salary 

scales, and camp costs. 

WINTER STORAGE 

Decisions regarding the storing of compressors, 

generators, rock d r i l l s , diamond d r i l l , pumps, pipe lines, 

and camp equipment can best be made by those who have seen 

this mountain face during early spring. 

REMARKS 

Mineralization seen on surface and underground, the 

results of the few samples taken to date and the geological 



structures are highly encouraging. 

Data available by the end of t h i s season's work w i l l , 

no doubt, aid i n deciding 

(a) whether the carbonate-chert horizons i n which Zones 

No.5, No.4, Waller, No.7, and Zones No.3, No.l, No.2, and No.6 

occur warrant thorough exploration by systematic d r i l l i n g from 

adits 

(b) i f further development should be confined to zones 

which outcrop 

(c) i f t h i s project should be abandoned. 

A 

Toronto, Ontario 
August 6, 1964. 


