
per mine a r e  worriec 
a h o u t  a n u m h e r  o 

 thin^^,. 
The salmon in the area's rivers, 

sheep, bald eagles and the tourism 
industry- all are at risk, they say, 
iftheminegoesahead. Despite the 
economic benefits of the mine, 
which 1 outlined in Saturday's 
column, environmentalists a re  
determined to prevent Geddes 
Resources from proceeding with 
the $400-million project. 

Located in lhe northwestern 
corner ofR.C., close to the Alaskan 
panhandle and the Yukon, the 
Windy Craggy project has drawn 
flak from American and Canadian 
government departments iinim- 
pressed hy Ihe company's lirst- 
stage study. 

I h e  provincial mine develop- 
ment s teer ing committee has 
asked Geddes to redo the mine 
pl;m. 

f 

The major concern, as the corn, 
pany says in its booklet descrihing 
the project, "is the possibility of 
acid drainage." Windy Craggy's 
rock hears sulphur, and when it is 
exposed to water and oxygen the 
result is sulphuric acid, wlrirh dis- 
solves metals in the rock. 

The acid and dissolved metals 
from millions of tonnes of waste 
rock can pnison waterways, mak- 
in,? them unlit for fish for centuries 
or even thousands of years. 

That longevity gives one pause. 
Raw sewwe in the waters around 
Vaiiciiiver and Virforia is a more 
imnietlictte prohlem than this 
reniole mine, but doesn't attract 
tlernonstr.?tors the way Windy 

y has. However, with a 

s.v~~uld he mcinths, not. generations. 
away. 

At  risk from Windy Crag?,, are 
the saI?non of llic ,Alsek River 
drainagc system. Part of that eys- 

J U D Y  

tern is the TatshenPhini River, 
which would receive t lw hriint of 

The solutions n\ioear to t ' c b  siin- 
ple. Limp, which ni:.i!v earrim1 
sprinkle on their I i i \ ~ n s  in !h i? 
spring, will neutralize ilw arui 
AI1,eriialively. rnverin- thi! r w k  

lhis one will he, has witlistnod'six 
Acid generation is a familiar quakes since it, was co,,,,llelrtl i n  

problem t o  m i n i n g  lYKL. ineluding one of'R.1 o n  the 
industry. Several operating mines ~ ~ i c l l t e r  scale ,qhose epicenlrc was - Westmin on the Island. Equily so kilometres ci,slanl, 
Silver at Houston anti Cominc*o's ~ ; ~ ? ~ i ~ l ~ ~  needs to take anotht!r 
Sullivan Mine a t  Kimherley - ~ ~ s e  rrack al, its design to satid? steer- 
lime to neutralize the acid. inc? comniitlec chairman Sorm 

st,aO's committee to get that, risk 
dhvn to near-zero. ijespite the 
waees and tax revenues projected 
for this mine, wiping out a renen- 
$ I I C  resnurce is an unaccept.ahie 
trag.ir..nf(: 

- ! ' ! ic  company must a lso he 
pinned down for the fii:ure heliirr 
;??,v approvals ;art' given. ' S l t i ~  
g w r r n m e n t  milst lor.!< i n  mnuw 
Iroin (;rdtles to f u n d  the c a r e d  
any waste dumps aiid tailing ponds 
in pf:rpetui!y. 
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