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Cordillera and none are in production 
in B.C. The Silvertip deposit is “high 
grade, even for a manto deposit,” says 
Robertson. 

Imperial Metals is considering the 
feasibility of moving its 1,500 tonne 
per day Goldstream mill near Revel- 
stoke, B.C. to the Silvertip site. “The 
mill at Goldstream is fairly well suit- 
ed, with some minor modifications, to 
process the ore at Silvertip. We would 
take the key elements and components 
from the Goldstream mill and move 
them up to the new facility,” said 
Robertson. It is expected that daily 
throughput could be increased to at 
least 2000 tonnes per day with the 
softer Silvertip mineralization. 

Watson Lake, the nearest communi- 
ty, would benefit the most from the 
mine. While it will be a camp situa- 
tion, Robertson says the company will 
try to employ as many local people as 
possible. The construction phase will 
employ 150 people and 100 people 
will be needed for production. He esti- 
mates approximately 40 percent of the 
supplies and purchases would go 
through the local economy. He is also 
optimistic that the success of Silvertip 
will spur more exploration activity i~ 
the region and breathe life into some 
dormant prospects. There are many 
small deposits in the region that, on 
their own, do not warrant the expense 
of a mill, but with Silvertip in full pro- 
duction presenting the option of cus- 
tom milling, these satellite prospects 
become more feasible. 

Imperial Metals has just put into 
production its Mount Polley 
copper/gold mine, near Likely and 
completed acquisition of the Huckle- 
berry copper/molybdenum mine near 
Houston, both in British Columbia. 
Imperial is now free to beam its 
resources onto the Silvertip and get the 
project permitted and on the road to 
product ion. 

At the moment, however, both 
Mount Polley and Huckleberry are 
having financial difficulties and 
Imperial has been working with the 
B.C. government to keep them alive 
through the current period of low 
metal prices. x 
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