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INTRODUCTION1

LOCATION:

The "Silver Coin" group of mineral leases is
1ocated»iﬁ‘the‘SaIMOn River District on the west slope of

Bear Rivefikidge.

The Silver Coin group of leases is about 9.7 miles
(15.5 km) north-northwest of Stewart, Britiéh Columbia and
is marked by the presence of Noname Lake which lies near

the center of the claim group.

Access to the Silver Coin group is via the Hyder-

'Big Missouri road,

PROPERTY

The following Crown granted mineral leases

comprise the current Silver Coin property:

Lot No. ' ' Name Area (acres)
28§g Idaho 36,84
é837 Silver Coin 51,06
v2638 Storm A'39.86
2839 Fair L6, 36
2681 Idaho Fr. 48.63
J5690 Storm Fr. L7, 58
5691 Dan Fr. 51.65
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The above leases are currently in good standing.

The Silver Coin group lies immediately south of
the Big Missouri properfy cufrégfif beiné“explored by
Western MinésrLimi#gd. and north_of;thg~pa§f producer,
Néﬁ IndianbMineé Lfd. 'Thg Silﬁé; géem;érlhiée, ﬁné of

British Columbia's richest dfeidépbsits. lies about 3 miles

to the south.

The entire Sfewart Area.is in a period of intense
mineral déposit exploration activity not seen since the
1920°'s, Virtually every known old deposit and property
has been reactivated because of the new gold and sil&er

prices.

HISTORY - SILVER COIN PROPERTY:

The claims currently known as the Silver Coin
group were iﬁéluded in other properties during their early
history. The ground surrounding Noname Lake was first
included in the Big Missouri claim group staked in 1904,
Later parts of the current group were either open or .
included with other properties; Work on the Silver Coiﬂ'
propérty has been erratic and very poorlyvdocumented. It
appears that the claims.were obtaingd.by the late Mr, E. A.
Ndbl; in the early 1930°s. A No work was recorded by the |
Noble family or estate after 1941, In 1966 the‘lafe

Mrs, E. A. Noble of West Vancouver approached Granduc Mines
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Limited regarding the mineral potential of her property.

In 1967 Eric Ostensoe, Chief Geologist, Granduc Mines Limited,
spent time on the Silver Coin property in July and later in
September. ‘Since then no official work on the property has

been recorded,

"

GENERAL GEOLOGY:

Country rocks along the lower slopes of Bear River
Ridge form part of a tﬁick sequence of Lower Jurassic
volcanics and sediments known as the Unuk Rivef Formation
(Gréve. 1971) and generally referred to in the older
literature as "Bear River Volcanics”™ or as Hazelton Group.
This largely volcanic assemblage is overlain unconformably
by volcanic and sedimentary rocks of the Middle Jurassig
Betty Creek Formation which now occurs as scattered
structural remnants, These country rocks have undergone
considerable physical deformation and have at various times
been intruded by batholithic masses, smaller plutons, and

a variety of dike swarms,

The intrusive rocks found in the Salmon River
District include the Texas Creek granodiorite, the oldest
known pluton in the area. Rock age determinations on this
unit have shown.that it's intrusive history spans the late

Upper Triassic through to early Lower Middle Jurassic times.
. Most importantly, the major Silbak Premier and Big Missouri




R

mineral deposits, as well as many of the smaller deposits,
are spatially related to the margins of the Texas Creek
pluton and appear to be the pfoduct of early Lower Middle

Jurassic plutonic-volcanic events.

The main bulk of the féftiary (50 m.y;) Coast
Plutonic Complex lies along or wést of the Salmon River,
fhe Texas Creek'granodioffte_occdrs as part of thié
extensive batholithic complex. Other young intrusions
found in the Salmon River District and.specifically in
the Premier-Big Missouril area include the 50.m.y. Premier
dike swarm, the 48 to 50 m.y. Portland Canal dike swarm,
the Bear River augite diorite stocks and dikes, and the
32 m;y; lamprophyre dikes. Vein deposits of various types
.are found localized in{ or associated with, all of these
young plutons, Converéely. these dikes cut the older

mineral deposits.

Further information on the general geology of the
area can be found in Bulletin 58, Geology and Mineral Deposits
of the Stewart Area, and Bulletin 63, Geology and Mineral
Deposits of the Unuk River, Salmon River. and Anyox Map
Areas, as well as other government documents and'comfany

reports,

MINERALIZATION:

‘Mineral deposits in the Stewart area are
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genefally automatically compared to the Silbak Premier, an
exceptionally fich and extensive vein replacement zone
which in British Columbia ranks second in silver production,
third in gold, and‘twelfth in lead and zinec. The Big
Missouri deposit.aithough df a somewhat similﬁ: type was a

minor producer and uneconomic. R : .

Bofh;the.Silbakﬁ?témier'andvBig Missouri deposits,
as well as a number of others, are found localized in
deformed and highly altered Lower Jurassic volcanic tuffs,
volcanic conglomerates and breccias, rhyolites and
sedimentary members., As previpusly indicated; most of the
significant mineral deposits in this area are found in close
spatial relationship to the margins of the -Texas Creek
granodiorite. Moreover, areal mineral zoning studies
exhibit a classical rel;tionship of gold at the intrusive

margins with silver, lead, zinc and copper in outer aurecles.

Ground preparation, including cataclasis, alteration
and fracturing, appears to have been a significant
localization factor determining whether simple veins or
replacement veins have formed, The argﬁment whether these‘
deposits.are Plutonic or volcanogenic is academic - recent
lead isotope studies on material from'these various deposits

merely suggest a common history,




SILVER COIN PROPERTY:

/

The seven leases comprising the Silver Coin group
lie within deformed and eitensively altered Lower Jurassic
| volcanic and minor sedlmentary rocks 1mmedlately ad jacent
to exten51ons of the Texas Creek bathollth Alteratlon
con31sts of 1ntense 31licif1catlon wrth pyrltlzation—
_extending frOm the 1ntru31ve contact to a "line" located
just east of Noname Lake, Petrographic studies of rocks in
this zone reveal that theee greenish or mottled rocks are
comprised of up to 90 percent secondary quartz plus several
percent fine-grained cubic pyrite. East of this line
alteration decreases rapidly and the nature of the volcanics
can be more readily observed, Within the claim group area
the rocks are marked with a variably deve10peo schistosity -~
generally steep,nnrtherl& trending, indicating the variability
of cataclasis and alteration, Non-uniform fracturihg is

evident and minor faults such as along Myrtle Creek are

accentuated by erosiom.

To date, the known mineralization on the property
congists of irregular, northerly trending quartz-sulfide
veins., One adit and several trenches and pits are the main
evidence of surface exploration. The work appears to have

been concentrated on the Dan Fraction.

North of the Dan Fraction and Idaho leases

significant mineralization occurs on the Big Missouri
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Winer, and Kanaas minéral claims, Extensive sulflde-quartz
mineralization has beon explored along a northwesterly
trending zone that parallels the Blg Mlssourl—Kansas
boundary, w1th1n a large area across the Blg Mlssourl-
Kansas boundary. and 1n a w1de roughly northerly ‘trending

zone crossing the Blg Mlssourl-W1ner clalm boundary.

-_— -

Sonfh of the Silver'boln group‘at least two'major
quartz-solfide veina have been axplored on the Indian Mine
broperty. High grade Sulfide shoots in the upoer portions
of these veins were mined and shipped to the Premier mill,
These quartz veins extend into tha Payroll claim which lies
immediately south of the Silver Coin (1L2837) lease, There

may be an offset along the Myrtle Creek shear,

The following excerpt from an unpublished report
for the B.C. Dept; of Mines, assumed to have been prepared
by Dr. J. T. Mandy, P. Eng., during the 1930's is included
here to indicate his evaluation of the Silver Coin group
(then, nine claims and fractions - 320 acres) during the

then acti?e exploration period:

*Silver Coin Group

This group of mineral claims consists of nine
claims and fractions, namely, the Silver Coin,
- Fair, Storm and Idaho claims, and the Silver

Coin, Idaho, Storm, Dan and Petite Fractions,

-



compfising an area of more than 320 acres, All
crown granted.

‘The group is 31tuated in the Upper Salmon River
Valley in the Stewart Dlstrlct and ad301ns the

“Big Mlssourl Mlne on the south. about 16 mlles

' ’from Stewart Group is 81tuated on the Mlssouri

Ridge of the Salmon'ﬁiver Valley, 1t ad301ns “the

‘Falls View, Kansas, Dauntless and Knob Hill Claims .

of the Big Missouri, therefore has the jdentical
geological formation as that found in the Big
Missouri Mine, and it can reasonably be expected
the formation will contain ore bodies similar to
those found on the Big Missouri.

In my opinion, the most important showings so far
found, are the shoﬁings on-the Dan Fraction, the
showings on the Idaho claim, and a showing on the
Fair claim, The showihg on the Dan Fraction is a
well defined vein, about six feet wide with fine
hanging and foot walle, in a lérge mineralized
zone, This vein appears to be a cross fracture in
the zone, but there has not been sqffieient work
done on the vein to determine this. Should this
opinion prove to be correct, it would appear to
indicate that the same geological condition exists

here that was found in the Premier Mine ore zones,

lﬂ
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where cross fractares in the ore zones carried

ore of very rich values. An assay taken from the
open cut gave values of 35 oz. in gold and 10 oz.
81lver across the 31x feet Thls sample was taken
from the surface, therefore is oﬁiy an indlcatlon
that the veln‘contalns mlneral of value,;}'j

Another showlng is- oA the Idaho clalm at”the

south end of the property. ThlS show1ng has been
broken into for about ten feet. It was shown to
Murray Townsend when he was m}ne manager at the

Big Missouri, He examined this showing and considered
it to be extremely interesting and worthy of further
work, and thought it wouid prove to be from 25 to

35 feet wide, A sample from the ten feet broken into,
gave an assay of .50 oz. gold.

There-is another showing on the Fair claim, at the
south egd of the property. This consists of a well
defined porphry zone well mineralized, about 20 feet

wide, but it has not been broken into, This mineralized
zone runs into the Fair Claim at the S.E. eorner;

it should be traced into the Fair Claim and
prospected as far as possible on.fhe surface then

broken into at the most favorable places with deep

-

open cuts, P

Single O 2843 Adjoiﬁing B.C.Silver Mine, South group |

st thMﬂ/
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occurrence, At the-south end of the lake, on
Silver Coin M.,C., a large trench on a north-south
striking quartz vein about 10 feet in w1dth disclosed

1ittle mlnerallzatlon of 1nterest A grab sample

-(No. 98912) of quartz and pyrlte assayed 0.01 oz.
per ton gold. Q 3 Oz. per ton 51lver.é

Despite careful prospecting. a minerailzed zone
reported to lie at the gsoutheast corner of the Fair
M.C. was not located. The descriptioh given by Mrs,
Noble is very vague and the area is precipitous and
heavily mantled by brush.vA_quartz vein mineralized
with minor amounts of tetfahedrite outcrops on the
Big Missouri pack trail on the Fair claim but does
~ _resemble shdwings described in Mrs. Noble's report.

vy

The main area of workings is at 3,000 feet elevation
on Dan Fr. M.C. close to the no;th end of the
propertj. A series of small pits and benches, all
badly sloughed, and a short adit, the portal of
which is caved, explore a mineralized etrgcture for

a length of 200 feet. The main trench, located

immediately above the tunnel, was cleaned out and

. !
enlarged, the portal was opened: sufficiently %o
permit access and the old trenches were re-opened,
In the main trench, the mineralized vein lies between a

strong northerly striking'steeply dipping shear zone
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on the east and severai moderately steep west dipping
faults on the west and is 7 feet w1de. The vein was

_ not 1ntersected in the adit that passes 30 feet

| 1mmediately beneath the trench Country rocks in

the surroundlng area are green, very strongly

'foliated. ande31tic volcanlcs that contain coarse

yrite cubes. "5-—ff’;'w
The vein con51sts of quartz carbonate gangue wlth
much pyrlte. streaks of mlxed galena-sphalerlte and
minor amounts of chalcopyrite. Tetrahedrite was not
recognized in hand specimens. The main vein is cut by
narrow quartz veinlets.
Small trenches were excavated at intervals for a
distance of 200 feet from the main trench in the
direction N. 26° E.” Similar rock, both mineralized
and unmineralized. is exposed but width could not
be determlned At the north end of the open cuts
the sulphlde-bearing vein is much weakened. but large
amounts of ve1n quartz are exposed in cuts and
outcrops. From existing rock cuts, one cannot
deflnitely determine the presence or absence of the
main vein at this point but it is my impreSSLOn that
the vein maintains its dimensiona.and metal content

for a distance of about 110 to 130 feet from the main

trench, then feathers out into a network of stringers

vein quartz with minor sulphides.”
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méﬁgfén&um. Tﬁé first thféé'ééﬁﬁigé;lis;éd,hﬁés;;G-6?-h
fokq;é?-é,jwe;e fékep July ?{5;§65fbéf6fg'aﬁé;work
had been done on the—trenches.  The remainier bore
taken on September 20, 1967 upon completion of
trenchihg Qofk. B o

Sample No, G-67-4, width 6% ft., from face in main
trench, o, 20 02. per ton gold, 2,60 0zZ. per ton
Silver, 0.15% copper, 2,54% leadq and 1,59% zine,
Sample No, G-67-5 specimen of high grade Sulphides
from main trench, 0,01 ©Z. per ton gold, 6.40 oz,

per ton si%yer, 1.05% copper, 8,10% lead and 11,71%
zinc:

Sample No, G-67-6 specimen of pPyritic rock from main
trench,vo.oh 0z, per fon gold, 2,60 oz, rer ton silver,
0.39% copper, 5.65% lead ang 1.60% zine.

Sample No. 98917, from main trench, width 7 rt,,

0.i2 0Z. per ton gold, 2,4 0z, pef ton-silver. 0.16%
coprper, 1.75% lead ang 1.14% zinc.

Sample No, 98918, from trench 70-feet from main trench
across 4 feet full width not €Xposed, 0,02 oz. per ton
gold, 1,0 °Z. per ton silver, 0.18% copper, 0.85% lead
and 2,98% zine,
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‘Sample No, 98916, from trench at 90 feet from main
trench, width 5 feet, 0,02 0Z. per ton gold, 1.0 oz,

per ton silver. 0.77% lead ang 0.91% zinc,

Sample No;ﬂ98915,'across ﬁorth end of méin_zone.

“1dth 45 Teet, grab sampie " gy oz, fer ton gola,

Vg

(01RO BT e silver, 6,112 dead s 6.0 Lo

included with this report,

mineralizeqd Zones appear to meérge on the Kansas'claim.
Ma jor qQuartz veins extend in g hortherly zZone towards Myrtle
é;/ Creek and g number of quartz-sulfide veins have been

superficially examined in the Dan Fraction,

RECOMMENDATION,




