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Mining the North Coast: 

>A Ghost Town's Past 

sy Bob Griffin 

I n 1858, gold drew thousands of prospectors to 
British Columbia, up the Fraser -yon and 
throughout the Interior. In 1898, it was also the 
lure of gold that enticed prospectors into another 

mt of the province: the North Coast. This was a 
vgged and isolated land. Althougb it took days of 
ravel north of Prince Rupert to enter this nunoured 
)lace of gold, the North Coast was not unknown to 
Westerners. The salmon runs of the Nass River had 
tlready drawn cannery operators. At least thtee can- 
wries were in production at the time a large party of 
54 pwpetors from Seattle trekked even further north 
o e x p h  up the Portland Canal and into the Bear 
Ever The men never reached gold, but they did 
xpxt observatiolls of copper and silver. 

The first mining ck&i were staked the same year 
lear the mouth of the Bear River, and word of possible 
iches spread. The Northwestem Mining District, as 
he area later became known, was host to a variety of 
netals, but two were ddbnt .  One aeineralizd zone 
was high in silver. (It was here. that tbe dl-lmawn 
Premier Mine would operate, pto&chg bvet  of^ billion 
grams of silver.) A second zone was rich in copper. 

By 1908, the rip-- mining town of Stewart 
was established at the head of the Portland Canal on 
the Alaska border. A company was even formed, with 

w n n m n m n r ~ - .  
' uudAn#k.blukrco#u. 

DL& Donald Mann, a builder of the Canadian North 
Railway, to construct a railway from Stewart to his 
mines up the valley. Several other communities spr; 
up at the head of the canal, including Alice Arm an 
nearby Silver City. But what quickly emerged as th~ 
regional centre was the company town of Anyox, 
located in the zone where copper was dominant. BI 
by the Granby Consolidated Mining and Smelting 
Company, it would become home to more than 3,000 
residents before closing its history as a ghost town. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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William Collinson, George Rudge and H. 8. Fluein 
from Port Simpsbn wen the first to stake the Anym 
area, in 1898, at Hidden Creek near Goose BBy (later 
renamed Granby Bay). 

The Granby Consoldated Mining and Smelting 
Company was- British Columbia's largest copper &- 
ducer. Its smelter at Grand Forks, one of the most effi- 
cient processors of low-grade copper ore in the world, 
was fed by the Interior's productive Phoenix mines. 
Knowing, howwer, these mines were not going to last 
forever, the company began to look for alternatives. 
After an extensive &tBroughout BC, Washington 
State and the rest of Westan Canada. the comaanv. in 
1910, decided their best prospect the  NO^ &f 
and -(be Qeek ore deposit. 
TIM ~~~ a mdve nrlphide deposit, pri- 

of the eight Hidden 

soon started oli a -'.'&&I opened in 1914. 
The'ffit ~ t o : @ e a f ~ ' ~  were the tough 

w n o f t h e ~ ~ , l f s e d t o r w g h C O t l d i -  
lions. Their buWm&%%as~cal of the time, with 
c c ~ ~ h e s t a e a n d b e d S ~ a r o M d t h c -  
d o m i a s r c d b y t h ~ ~ ~ s t e n c h o f d r y i n g w o d  

1 so&. TSPmell was so bad ins'~de..mat at l ys t  one a:+ 
cdmpelled to seek alternate qnaqqS. .., 

b & i & 6 ~ n  .:cF. ,.# gang8 banged 
o n t h e i r t i n ~ ~ ~ ~ h i s f r ~ n t i e r ~ o f  
affairs, h m ,  y@s M o f h t i o n .  As the mine 
went into pmauaisa:lad &,smelter mse above 
GooaeBay,sotoot6d~townofAnyoxwas 
built. The new thtacwotorsy~bmkhouse was of conmte 
construction, and each ro+had its own entrance; 
accommodation &now m l e  for 600 single men. 
By 191 7, there wad a 45-re+& hotel with hot-and-cold 
water in each mom, china on the tables in the 
company mess hall, a general store, and even an 18- 
bed hospital -the largest and most modern north of 
Vanoouver. The town streets were planked mads 
bedecked s@h .electriF l e t s  to chase away dark 
&W. Pierircs, b@r&-s and baml were 
&mnva:~mused&d Anyox became one of the 
&,cehtns,of the north. 

0peaiag.a new mine was no small ta& thousands 
of m*res ofdipmond drill& wendonep outline the 
l ~ o f t h c  owbody. Initially, the the used 
~ ~ ~ ~ a s l t h e y m a n o e u v i e d t h e a v y  QiUs 
t o , t q ~ I  *;$he we bodies. 1n 191.4, ihcminm 

:~(jhib)baokfiromthe*andthec6mpaq~.~ 
owlo bkhvh-Westinghoure 42-ton l a~~ to t i vea  

to haul the ore to the smelter. S&r locomotivas 
wen & to pull %ore ears fmrn,~~minrP.~ 'Wc mine 
wasaq$DDmrnunityinits.~&ht,wiihhoueos, 

6all 
emergehoy hospital. 

The k t  hnace was Mown (startsd up) in March 
of 1914. Start-up problems created &at'ilifficulties, 
but within two years, major changes throughout pnb 
duction were implemented, including a complete wer- 
had of the way ore was loaded into the smelting 
fiunaces. Operations went more smoothly. 

Unrefiied copper is produced by heating it to sepa- 
rate the metal from the sulphur and other impurities, 
and by oxidizing it to form a harrier between the 
copper and impurities. Granby manufactured their 
blister copper (copper in the range of 99 per cent- 
pure)inssveralwayaavertheyem,butgemaUy 
used several blast furnaces and another piece of equip 
ment called a converter, which, by blasting air through 
the molten copper, removed most of the impurities and 

dmve&mostofthe~assulphmdionide.The 
mm~attheeadofcrcQshiff00P&filqpand 
spiaiegyellowaolpbrtr.Al~tbcirrstalktionof 
dust-oontrolequipmsnthelpedthc~thefUmes 

t o a m o f ~ h  
EeWcei~ 1914 snd 1936,'hb Cjtnnby Cotw,LiQaced 

M i  and Smelting C h p i y  mined 21,725,520 t 
(23,941,500 t) of+rrspper +h psoduced 
32 1,546,288 kg (7O%.l@O,8OO lb->@fmpper; 
206308900 $(6,C2i3,000 oa) of* and 3,772,762 g 
( l 2 1 , 3 @ b 1  Qwhtea d - o f f  and pro- 
v i a  dJklinigby of Energy aud K!). The blister 
copperthe~pducedwasbargedtoSeat t le  
and then rransported by rail to New York for refining. 

In its early days, Granby was fortunate. While blast- 
ing an island firom the entrance to h n b y  Bay, the 
workers had discovered a gold seam worth $3 million, 
which largely paid for the smelter. .As well, while laying 
sewers for the town site, workers located the type of 
special blue clay used to line the furnaces so it no longex 
had to be shipped in from the eastern United States. 

But &atlttverything continued as smoothly. There 
a~ntebour~tesin1916;thecompanyblamedthe 
saiLes on Mi agitatoFJ and enemy aliens. Then in 
the early 19308, the l w  price of copper led to wage 
ndhai~thebacklashofabittezatdke' the 

wntininuing low prices and the cancellation of a car- 
tradtosellcospetcwfattrateto Japem,theQanby 
Board of Dircctas d e c i i  to close the operation in 
1936. The site was soM to Cominco (owners of the 
Trail Smelter) which mains it still. At present, the old 
slag piles are being mined as an abrasive. 

As for Aayox, the town was abandoned following 
its closure; in 1942, a fine mmphg thm& the area 
destroyed the last homes. Today, conmete concrdee and 
the stny of those who lived and work there are the 
last remnants of its history. . 
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