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OUTLINE OF 1 9 7 8  PROGRAM, B I G  MISSOURI PROPERTY 

The Big Missour i  p r o p e r t y  c o n s i s t s  of 7 4  Crown-granted 
and r e v e r t e d  Crown-granted claims owned 1 0 0 %  by 
Tournigan Mining E x p l o r a t i o n s  Ltd .  I t  i s  l o c a t e d  30km 

( 1 9  m i l e s )  by road  from S tewar t  i n  t h e  Skeena Mining 
D i v i s i o n  of B r i t i s h  Columbia. 

The p r o p e r t y  i s  i n  a h e a v i l y  m i n e r a l i z e d  b e l t  and i s  

u n d e r l a i n  main ly  by Lower J u r a s s i c  v o l c a n o c l a s t i c  r o c k s ,  
t h e  same r o c k s  t h a t  were h o s t  t o  t h e  former P r e m i e r  o r e  
bodies  t h a t  l a y  5.6- t o  t h e  sou th  a long  t h e  r e g i o n a l  
s t r u c t u r a l  t r e n d .  

The p r o p e r t y  i n c l u d e s  a former Au-Ag producer ,  t h e  
Big Missouri Mine, and a number of old but promising 

Au-Ag (+ - Pb, Zn, C u )  p r o s p e c t s ,  most of w h i c h  a re  

m i n e r a l o g i c a l l y  and g e o l o g i c a l l y  s i m i l a r  t o  each  o t h e r  
and t o  t h e  P r e m i e r  o r e  bodies .  

Sample d a t a  collected mos t ly  d u r i n g  t h e  1920-1940  p e r i o d  
from s u r f a c e  and underground workings i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h r e e  
of t h e  p r o s p e c t s  c o n t a i n  m i n e r a l i z e d  bodies  t h a t  would, 
i f  t h e  p r o p e r t y  reached  product ion ,  c o n s t i t u t e  ' p robab le  
o r e  r e s e r v e s ' .  A t  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t a g e  t h e y  can  be cons ide red  
a s  p o t e n t i a l  tonnage. 

E x p l o r a t i o n  s i n c e  1 9 7 4  conducted by Tournigan and by an  
o p t i o n e e  h a s  confirmed t h e  promising n a t u r e  of t h e  
showings and has  expanded on and improved t h e  g e o l o g i c a l  

concep t s  t h a t  are b a s i c  t o  e x p l o r a t i o n  i n  t h e  Big Missour i  
Ridge area. 

T h i r t e e n  areas on t h e  p r o p e r t y  are recommended f o r  
e x p l o r a t i o n  invo lv ing  l i m i t e d  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  of underground 
workings, t r e n c h i n g ,  e x t e n s i v e  sampling and diamond 
d r i l l i n g .  The o l d  road  from t h e  Granduc road  t o  Hog Lake 
w i l l  be r e p a i r e d  and a summer camp f o r  11 men w i l l  be 
e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  Hog Lake. 



7. F i f t e e n  men w i l l  be employed d i r e c t l y  i n  t h e  f i e l d  
e x p l o r a t i o n  phase of t h e  1978 program. Ten w i l l  stay 
i n  camp and f i v e  w i l l  commute d a i l y  from S tewar t .  I t  i s  
expected t h a t  e l e v e n  of t h e s e  men w i l l  be h i r e d  from 
Stewart (an  eng inee r ing  t e c h n i c i a n ,  a cook, a bul lcook,  
a sampler,  t w o  t r e n c h e r s ,  f o u r  miners  and a handyman) . 
The r e p a i r  of 9km of road  t o  Hog Lake and t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
of t h e  camp a t  Hog Lake w i l l  be c o n t r a c t e d  t o  S t e w a r t  f i r m s .  

8. The t o t a l  program w i l l  t a k e  t w o  seasons  t o  complete  and 
w i l l  cost  approximate ly  $700,000. The 1978 program w i l l  
cost  $300 ,250 .  


