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HUNTER GROUP OF M I r I E R A L  C L A I M S  

SKEENA M I  NI NG 21 V I  SI ON, BKI T I  SH CO LUM81 A 

I N T R O N C T l  ON 

The H u n t e r  Group o f  go ld -s i  l v e r - c o p p e r - t e l l u r i u m  

minera l  c l a i m s ,  which d i e  110 m i l e s  sou th -eds t  o f  P r i n c e  Ruper t ,  

were examined and sampled on November 6, 1963 i n  company w i th  

M r ,  J, M, Meldrum, The l o w e r  s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  c l d i r n s  dnd t h e  

l o w e r  v e i n s  Here  f r e e  o f  snow b u t  t h e  h i g h e r  s e c t i o n s  were covered 

by s e v e r d l  f e e t  o f  snow wh ich  p r e v e n t e d  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  upper  

s u r f a c e  showings; however, t h e  t u n n e l  on t h e  u p p e r  showings was 

redched and t h e  t u n n e l  wds r o u g h l y  su rveyed  and t h e  v e i n  wds 

exami ned. 

O e t d i l e d  r e p o r t s  a r e  d v d i l a b l e  on t h i s  p r o p e r t y  by 

Mr, E, M, Oavldson (19301, Or. V, Oolmsge (1931), Or, J, T ,  

Mandy (1931)  and by Mr, E, I, Borup (1939).  T h i s  p r e s e n t  r e p o r t  

b r i e f l y  b r i n g s  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  p r o p e r t y  and t h e  w o r k  done up  t o  

dd te ,  o u t l i n e s  p r e s e n t  c o n d i t i o n s ,  dnd o f f e r s  suggestions f o r  fur ther  

work. To a v o i d  d u p l i c d t i o n ,  the reader  i s  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  o l d e r  

r e p o r t s  f o r  d e t d i l e d  d e s c r i p t i o n s  o f  t h e  g e o l o g y  and ve ins ,  

L O C A T I O N  AN0 hCCESS 

The H u n t e r  Group c o n s i s t s  o f  17 Crown-granted 

m i n e r a l  claims i n  t h e  Skeena M i n i n g  D i v i s i o n ,  

c b d s t  o f  B r i t i s h  Co lumbid  dnd a r e  60 m i l e s  s o u t h  o f  K i t i m d t ,  30 m i l e s  

They a r e  near the 
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South-weSt o f  Kemano dnd 14 m i l e s  e a s t  o f  B u t e d a l e .  The c l d l m s  

a r e  a t  a n  e l e v d t i o n  o f  d b o u t  1,000 t o  3,500 f e e t .  

Access,  e x c e p t  by h e l i c o p t e r ,  i s  ex ' t reme ly  d i f f i c u l t  

a t  p r e s e n t .  Access  t o  t h e  p r o p e r t y  t h i s  y e a r  was b y  h e l i c o p t e r  from 

T e r r a c e  v i d  Kemano and r e t u r n  v i a  K i t i m a t .  

t h e  p e r i o d  t h e  S h d f t  and t u n n e l  were  d r i v e n  (1930's and e a r l y  1940's) 

wds by bos t  t o  Outtzddle  ( a  canning f d c t o r y  o n  Pr incess  R o y a l  Chdnnel ) ,  

by m o t o r  b o d t  f o r  16 m i l e s  t o  t h e  hedd o f  K h u t z e  I n l e t ,  f o r  4 m i l e s  

d o n g  d n  dbandoned r d i  lway, and f i n a l l y  a long a pack t r d i  1 ( w h i c h  

required c a b l e  c r o s s i n g s  o f  t h e  K h u t z e  R i v e r )  for  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  8 

m i l e s  t o  t h e  p r o p e r t y .  

The r o u t e  used  d u r i n g  

A 1 2 - m i l e  truck r o a d  c o u l d  be c o n s t r u c t e d  from Khutze 

I n l e t  t o  t h e  H u n t e r  p r o p e r t y  w i t h o u t  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  f o r  much rock-work,  

a c c o r d i n g  t o  M r .  J. M. Meldturn. 

TOPOGRAPHY, CL IMATE AND T I  MBER 

The p r o p e r t y  l ies  on b o t h  s i d e s  o f  t h e  n o r t h  b r a n c h  o f  

K h u t z e  R i v e r  w h i c h  f l o w s  i n  a g l a c i a t e d  U-shaped v a l l e y  H i t h  s t e e p  

s i d e s .  The  s u r r o u n d i n g  m o u n t a i n s  a r e  e x t r e m e l y  rugged and r i s e  

t o  e l e v a t i o n s  o f  more thdn 6,000 f e e t .  

The c l a i m s  a r e  i n  t h e  we t  c o a s t a l  b e l t  o f  B r i t i s h  

- Co lumb ia  and t h e  r d i n f a l l  i s  m o r e  t h a n  100 i n c h e s  a y e a r .  Ample 

q u a n t i t i e s  o f  good t i m b e r  g row i n  t h e  l o w e r  p a r t s  o f  t h e  v a l l e y .  

. .  
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3. 

H I  STORY 

The Hunter g o l d  p r o s p e c t  was found  by t h e  l a t e  C, 'vl. 
1 

Meldrum and ii hi th  w h i l e  on a h u n t i n g  t r i p  i n  1925, The p r o s p e c t  

wds i n d i r e c t l y  f ound  because o f  a "chicamen" ( r i c h  or good) s t o n e  

o b t d i n e d  by C. 1.I. Meldrum and A. McLeod f rom an I n d i d n  i n  1904. 

T h i s  "chicamen" s tone,  on c r u s h i n g ,  i s  r e p o r t e d  by J. M. Meldrum 

( t h e  son o f  c .  W .  Meldrum) t o  have y i e l d e d  $800~.00 i n  g o l d ,  d n d  

cdused c .  N. Melfrum t o  spend much o f  the rema inder  o f  h i s  l i f e  

s e a r c h i n g  f o r  i t s  source. During the s e a r c h  t h e  'vlestern Copper  

p r o p e r t y  n e a r  t h e  head o f  K h u t z e  I n l e t  was d i s c o v e r e d  i n  1904, dnd 

t h e  H u n t e r  i n  .1925. 1 

The o r i g i n a l  d i s c o v e r y  o f  the H u n t e r  Has a narrow 

q u a r t z - p y r i  t e  v e i n  i n  K h u t z e  R i v e r ,  and the f i r s t  sample assdyed 

5.2 02. g o l d  p e r  ton. T h i s  f i r s t  v e i n  d i s c o v e r e d ,  c a l l e d  the R i v e r  

Vein, was t raced '  by t r e n c h i n g  i n  t h e  1920's and e a r l y  '~O'S, and 

p r o s p e c t i n g  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  l e d  t o  the d i s c o v e r y  o f  s i x  othe'r v e i n s  

i n  t h e  dred. 

packed o u t  i n  1933 and s h i p p e d  t o  Tdcomd. I t assayed 9 -29  02. g o l d  

p e r  ton, 4.02 02. s i l v e r  p e r  t o n  and 1.37 p e r  c e n t  copper.  

3 - ton  sh ipment  o f  o r e  f rom the f i i v e r  V e i n  was back 

Underground work was s t a r t e d  i n  t h e  l a t e  1930's and 

c o n t i n u e d  u n t i l  1941, d u r i n g  wh ich  p e r i o d  d t unne l ,  about  600 f e e t  

long, w s  d r i v e n  on one o f  t h e  upper  v e i n s  a t  an e l e v d t i o n  o f  2335 f e e t  

dnd d 140- foo t  i n c l i n e d  s h a f t  was sunk on t h e  R i v e r  Vein ( e l e v d t i . o n  

985 f e e t )  and two 100- foo t  d r i f t s  were d r i v e n  f rom t h e  bo t tom o f  t h e  . 

s h a f t .  No work has been done on t h e  p r o p e r t y  s i n c e .  1941. 

c 
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GEOLOGY, VEINS AND ORE RESERVES 

Narrow but continuous quartz-pyri t e  veins containing 

gold, s i l ve r ,  copper  and te l l u r i um occur i n  d metamorphosed type 

o f  granodiori  t e  that p r o b a b l y  occurs d s  a very  l a r g e  r o o f  pendant 

w i th in  the surrounding J U r d S S i C  or Cretaceous g r a n i t i c  rocks o f  the 

c o a s t  k n g e  Ba t h o l i  tho  

Seven veins have been found, and underground work . 

has been done on two o f  them. The veins are general ly from a few 

inches t o  eighteen inches w i d e  dnd, where they are mineral ized w i th  

considerable dmounts o f  py r i te ,  have a h igh g o l d  Content. Assays 

o f  s e v e r a l  ounces o f  g o l d  and s i l v e r  a r e  common. Copper and 

. 

te l lu r ium are dlso present. None o f  the veins have been continuously 

exposed o v e r  t he i r  en t i re  lengths, but the M d i f l  Vein appears t o  hdve 

d length o f  more  thdn 2,000 feet dnd the other veins m;ly have 

s i m i l a r  lengths. 

O r e  reserves cdnnot be  CdlCUldted a t  Rresent due t o  the 

lack o f  x c u f d t e  g e o l o g i c a l  and assay maps o f  the surface dnd under- 

ground veins, but cd lcu ldt ions by €. M. Borup (1939) show the average 

value o f  662 f e e t  o f  sections o f  veins that were exposed i s  $94.96 per  

ton o v e r  a width o f  7.7 inches. 

SAMPLES FOR GOLD AND TELLURIUM 

The property was sampled dur ing the 1925-1940 p e r i o d  

by numerous indiv iduals.  However, a f e w  check samples w e r e  taken 



t 

. by t h e  w r i t e r ,  w i t h  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  r e s u l t s :  

i 1. Quartz s p e c i m e n s ,  containing a b o u t  20% o f  

f 

c o d r s e  f r i a b l e  p y r i t e ,  f r o m  t h e  dump by t h e  

s h a f t  on t h e  R i v e r  V e i n  5.32 o z .  g o l d / t o n  

2. Q u a r t z - p y r i  t e  a n d  m a s s i v e  p y r i t e  speci . rnens 

f r o m  o p e n - c u t s  i n  t h e  f l i v e r  V e i n  10.68 oz. g o l d / t o n  

t h e  R i v e r  V e i n  4.36 0 2 .  g o l d / t o n  

4 0  C h i p  s a m p l e s  f r o m  100 t o  200 f e e t  from t h e  

t u n n e l  mouth on t h e  Main V e i n  ( q u a r t z  w i t h  

c o n s i d e r d b l e  p y r i t e  a n d  some c o p p e r  s t a i n s )  1.90 0 2 .  g o l d / t o n  

5. Q u a r t z  c h i p s  l y i n g  on t h e  f i r s t  200 f e e t  o f  

the t u n n e l  f l o o r  on t h e  Main V e i n  (very 

l i t t l e  p y r i t e )  0.66 02. g o l d / t o n  

T h e  g o l d - s i  . l v e r  t e l l u r i d e  ( s y l v a n i  t e )  is r e p o r t e d  a s  

b e i n g  p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  q u a r t z  v e i n s  b u t  tests o f  f i v e  s a m p l e s  c o l l e c t e d  

by t he  w r i t e r ,  and  l i s t e d  a b o v e ,  c o n t a i n e d  no t e l l u r i u m  ( d c c o r d i n g  t o  

J. R. Williams a n d  Son l t d . ) ;  h o w e v e r ,  a s p e c i m e n ,  s t a t e d  t o  be a 

t e l l u r i d ?  and  t o  be f r o m  t h e  p f o p e r t y ,  nas t e s t ed  and wds found t o  be 

. 

strongly p o s i  t h e  f o r  t e l l u r i u m  t h o u g h  n e g a t i v e  for  b o t h  g o l d  and 

s i l v e r .  F r o m  i t s  p h y s i c a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  t h i s  t e l l u r i d e  s p e c i m e n  is 

p r o b J b l y  t e t r s d y m i  t e  w h i c h  i s  d b i s m u t h  t e l l u r i d e  c o n t a i n i n g  f rom 52 

t o  59 p e r  c e n t  t e l l u r i u m .  

c 
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-6.  

SUGGESTIONS FOR FURTHEH WORK 

V e i n s  o f  the t y p e  found a t  the Hunter p r o p e r t y ,  d e s p i t e  

t h 2 i r  h igh -g rade  g o l d  c o n t e n t ,  a r e  g e c e r a l l y  t o o  na r row and a r e  

worked on t o o  s m a l l  a s c a l e  t o  y e i l d  much p r o f i  t. However, a 

reasonaa le  p r o f  i t s h o u l d  be o b t a i n a b l e  .i f s u f  f i c i  ent o r e  r ese rves  can 

be proved t o  w a r r a n t  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a 100-ton p e r  ddy m i l l .  

k c c e s s  t o  t h e  p r o p e r t y  i s  expens ive  a t  p r e s e n t .  Fo r  

d p r e l i m i n a r y  progrdm o f  su rvey ing ,  samp l ing  and d r i l l i n g  s h o r t  

ho les ,  s e r v i c i n g  s h o u l d  be by h e l F c o p t e r .  A bdse camp c o u l d  be s e t  

up a t  Khu tze  I n l e t  and d l l  men and m a t e r i a l s  f l o w n  t o  t h e  H u n t e r  

p r o p e r t y ,  (4s t h e  Hunter i s  o n l y  12 m i l e s  f rom Khutze i n l e t ,  f l y i n g  

s u p p l i e s  f rom t h e r e  would n o t  be expensive,  b u t  b r i n g i n g  a h e l i c o p , t e r  

f rom T e r r a c e  would c o s t  abou t  $400.00 p e r  round t r i p .  

I f  underground work or d l a r g e  d r i l l i n g  program i s  
0 

u n d e r t a k e n  a t  t h e  Hunter ,  t hen  a t r u c k  road s h o u l d  be c o n s t r u c t e d  

f rom K h u t r e  I n l e t  t o  t h e  p r o p e r t y .  The road c o u l d  use the  o l d  r d i l w d y  

. embdnkment for  4 m i  l e s  t o  the Western Copper p r o p e r t y ,  then a 

f u r t h e r  8 m i l e s  o f  road  would have t o  be c o n s t r u c t e d  t o  t h e  Hunter ,  

p l u s  s e v e r d l  s m a l l  b r i d g e s .  The c o s t  o f  c o n s t r u c t i n g  a t r d c t o r  road 

t o  t h e  Hunter p r o p e r t y  was e s t i m a t e d  by E. M. Borup i n  1939 a t  

$25,000.00. 

Columbia Government t o  s h a r e  h d l f  the c o s t  o f  t h i s  road. Khu tze  

V a l l e y  c o n t d i n s  a l u g e  q u a n t i t y  o f  t imber ,  hence the road c o u l d  a l s o  

s e r v e  for  l o g g i n g  o p e r a t i o n s .  

/ 

Arrangements c o u l d  p r o b a b l y  be m d e  H J ~  th the B r i  t i s h  



A suggested program fol loHs: 

1. A considerable volume o f  odd maps an3 several hundred dssays, 

especial ly for  the Hork done during the underground pr.ogram o f  

1939-1941, should be c o m p i l e d  i n t o  a more u s e a b l e  and co-ordinated 

form. 

sdmpling i s  stdrted, t o  prevent dup l i ca t ion  o f  work d l r e a d y  done. 

Th is  should be completed before f , ie ld work and ‘ fur ther 

2. Only par ts  o f  the upper tunnel (blain Vein) and the d r i f t s  f rom the 

shaft (River Vein) have been sampled dnd assayed. The en t i re  

underground workings should be geologicdl ly mapped, and sampling 

should be completed. ( 1  t w i  11 be necessary t o  pump out the shaft  

dnd d r i f t s  on the River Vein. This w i l l  not be d i f f i c u l t  a s  the 

shaft  i s  o n l y  1.40 feet deep, and the shaft snd d r i f t s  contain less 

than 100,000 gdl lons of wdter, wi th  dn in f low said t o  be less than 

500 gal lons p e r  day. The shaft  timbers a r e  probably s t i l l  i n  good 

condit ion, d s  the shaft  i s  b e l i e v e d  to have remained f u l l  o f  water ,  

t o a w i  t h in  6 feet of the surfdce, eve r  since work ceased i n  1941.) 

3 .  A11 the known surfdce veins should be mapped i n  d e t a i l  and the 

resu l ts  should b e  t i ed  i n  wi th  the underground work. ( I t  i s  not 

p o s i  t i v e  that  the upper tunnel i s  on -the same vein (Main Vein) as  that 

exposed at  the surfdce; 1 made a compass and pace survey of  the 

tunnel but could not t i e  i n  the vein exposed i n  the tunnel wi th  the 

known surface vein due t o  snow.) 

4 0  Short d r i l l  holes, using A X  co re ,  should be used t o  test  f o r  exten- 

sions o f  the various veins. 80th the veins and the i r  adjoining 

H a l l  rocks should be sampled and a l l  co re  should b e  care fu l l y  

examined wi th  d hand lens fo r  te l lu r ides .  ( A  l i g h t  d r i l l  should 



. 

water  f o r  d r i l l i n g  i s  a v a i l a b l e  nea r  a l l  t h e ' v e i n s . )  

When t h e  above p r e l i m i n a r y  program has been com- 

p l e t e d ,  i t  w i l l  b e  p o s s i b l e  t o  make dn assessment o f  the economic 

possi b i l i  t i e s  o f  the p r o p e r t y .  

R e s p e c t f u l l y  submi t t e d ,  
0 

C o n s u l t i n g  M i n i n g  Engineer 
and G e o I o g i s t  

Vancouver, 8. C. 

November 30, 1963 , 
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