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THE EARLY HISTORY OF TASU 

The discovery t h a t  l ed  eventually t o  t h e  Tasu i r o n  orebodies was 
made one s m - e r  afternoon i n  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of t h e  eighteenth century. 

A t  t h a t  time a por t ion  of t h e  numerous and powerful Haida Indian 
t r i b e  had a permanent Settlement a t  Skedans, near t h e  northeast  corner 
of  Louise Island, o f f  t h e  east coast  of Moresby i s land ,  Q . C . I .  Rut 
during the  summer it was t h e i r  custcrn t o  v i s i t  Tasu Harbour, on t h e  west 
coas t  o f  Moresby, f o r  black cod f i sh ing  a t  t h e  harbour entrance. Their 
camp was a t  a sandy beach on t h e  north shore o f  t he  harbour, opposite t h e  
S i t e  of t h e  present Tasu mine. 

On t h e  day t h a t  t h e  Tasu magnetite discovery was made a young Haida 
g i r l  had come t o  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  t h e  mine p l an t  s i t e  t o  weave baskets f o r  
he r  family. While looking f o r  s u i t a b l e  cedar t r e e s  from which t o  s t r i p  t h e  
s o f t  i nne r  bark f o r  h e r  baskets she found he r se l f  a t  Contact Creek, a 
stream t h a t  once flowed i n t o  t h e  harbour j u s t  west of t h e  present mine 
p l an t .  Here she noticed a strange s tone  black, g l i s t en ing  and very hesvy. 
As t h i s  Haida g i r l  s t r i pped  the  f l e x i b l e  cedar bark and wove it i n t o  
baskets it i s  easy t o  p i c t u r e  h e r  wondering about t h e  unusual s tone  as it 
sparkled darkly i n  t h e  clear water o f  Contact Creek. 
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"hen she paddled h e r  canoe across the  Harbour t h a t  evening she took 
with he r  a sample p iece  oE t h e  a l i e n  stone.  In  duexourse  she proudly 
showed he r  discovery t o  he r  f a t h e r  and asked him t o  explain i t s  s igni f icance  
t o  her ,  but it was l i k e  no s tone  he had ever seen before.  Then i n  accordance 
with t r i b a l  custom it was taken t o  t h e  Chief, bu t  he too  was at a loss f o r  
an explanation. However t h e  g i r l ' s  f a t h e r  returned with her  t o  t h e  scene of 
h e r  basket weaving' and he found more fragments of Tasu magnetite. 

For one hundred and twenty o r  more years t he  knowl.ccige of the  black, 
shiny, heavy rocks was passed from generation t o  generation, a mystery 
p a t i e n t l y  awaiting the  so lu t ion  of time. 

By the  beginning of t h e  twentieth century t h e  Haida population had 
been decimated by smallpox, Skedans had been abandoned and a new and 
smaller sett lement had been es tab l i shed  a t  Skidegate Mission, on Graham 
Island, Q.C. I .  \\l,-Adl) t-0 614' I go7 

One day i n  1909 a s t r ange r  a r r ived  a t  Skidegate Mission. He was 
named Gowing, a prospector from. Grand Forks, B.C., who had Seen s e n t  by 
J .  E .  Cor l e t t ,  owner of a logging operation, t o  inves t iga t e  the  rumour 
of an occurrence of an unknown mineral. Gowing was taken t o  Tasu Harbour 
by Henry Moody and h i s  f a t h e r ,  both prominent Haidas of Skidegate, who 
knew not only of  t h e  o r ig ina l  discovery a t  Contact Creek but who had 
prospected the  h i l l s i d e  and found the  magnetite and magnetite-copper 
outcrop t h a t  represent t h e  Tasu o re  depos i t .  

they l e f t  him on t h e  i s l and  t h a t  now bears  h i s  name while they clirrrbed 
the  h i l l  t o  ob ta in  mineral specimens. A t  t he  same time thgy staked four 
mineral claims, one of which s t i l l  exists as our Tassoo n ine ra l  claim. 
Gowing was impressed by t h e  samples and after climbing t h e  h i l l  t o  examine 
the  outcrops he of fe red  t h e  Moodys $2,00O>for t h e i r  fou r  clainzs. 
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The Moodys were cautious about showing Gowing t h e i r  discoveries so 
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The Moodys were very f r i end ly  with t h o  Jcncs family, also of Skidegate 
Mission, and it was Henry's f a t h e r ' s  wish t h a t  young Albert Jones should 
share  i n  any bene f i t s  t h a t  might der ive  from mining a c t i v i t y  a t  Tasu Harbour. 
Accordingly he drew an a c c u r a t e p q  of the  loca t ion  of t h e i r  fou r  claims and 
sent it t o  Albert Jones,  who a t  t h a t  time was emphyed a t  Jedway, with t h e  
suggestion tha2 he  go t o  Tasu and s t ake  adjoinj.ng c la im.  Albert was i n t e r -  
es ted  i n  events a t  Jedwziy a t  t h e  moment and did not  hurry h i s  departure. 
However he did,  eventually,  arrive with a f r i end  i n  a small boat a t  t he  head 
of Sewell I n l e t ,  on t h e  e a s t  coast  of Mor3sby Island. They loaded t h e i r  gear 
i n t o  t h e  boat and skidded it along t h e  four -n i le  t r a i l  t o  the head of 
Newcornbe I n l e t ,  on Tasu Harbour, This t r a i l ,  i nc iden ta l ly ,  was replaced by 
t h e  present  all-weather road i n  1965. A t  Newconbe I n l e t  Albcsrt and h i s  f r i e n d  
met Henry Moody re turn ing  from having staked a number of claims surrounding 
t h e  o r i g i n a l  four ,  thus eliminating Albert Jows  as a possible pa r tne r  i n  
any f u t u r e  en te rp r i se .  However Albert continue2 on to t h e  Wright I n l e t  a r ea  
and i n  due coursc staked t h e  Tomiy mineral claim on the  e a s t  shore of la'right 
I n l e t .  

When Gowing returned from h i s  expedition t o  the  Queen Charlotte Islands 
he, Cor l e t t  and two lawyer bro thers  i n  Vi.ctoria named Elliott became pa r tne r s  
i n  t h c  Tasu property.  Government r epor t s  mention t h a t  during i ts  subsequent 
working years Mr. R. R. Hedley, prominent i n  B. C. mining c i r c l e s  a t  t h a t  
time, was an a c t i v e  operator.  

In due course a camp was es tab l i shed  a t  what i s  known as Delta town- 
s i t e  and a pack t r a i l  was cu t  from the re  t o  the  b l u f f  nagne t i t e  exposure 
of our Zone 3 on t h e  north side of Tramline Creek. There a work camp was 
sct up and a tramline of two buckets was b u i l t  t o  t h e  shore l ine  d i r e c t l y  
below. A t  the shore terminus a 1200-ton capacity bunker was b u i l t  to s t o r e  
the  o re  and h a d  it i n t o  sh ips .  A tunnel was driven into t h e  magnetite 
b l u f f  by hand-steel miners earning $4.00 pe r  day for t h e i r  arduous labour. 
By t h e  c lose  of 1913 a l l  was ready f o r  production. 

In  1914 f i f t e e n  men wcre employed t o  3une of that year.  Ten thousand 
d o l l a r s  was spent and 1136 tons of ore grading 1.50% copper, 0.02 ounces 
of gold,  0.42 ounces of silver and 62% i r o n  were shipped t o  t h e  Tacoma 
smeller.  But then World War I came, men were scarce  and metal pr i ces  were 
low. The mine operated i n t e r m i t t e n t l y  until .  1917, by which time it had 
shipped 5,180 tons having a reported average metal content of 1.6% copper, 
0.02 ounces of gold 2nd 0.27 ounces of s i l v e r .  But- smel te r  payments d id  not 
meet t he  cost of operating t h i s  small ,  i s o l a t e d  mine on the  west coast oC 
Morcsby Is land  and it was forced t o  shut  down. 

In  t i n e  t h e  bui ld ings  collapsed, t h e  tramline crunbled, t h e  ore 
bunkers s l i d  i n t o  t h e  waters of t h e  harbour and t h e  f o r e s t  reclaimed t h e  
s c a r s  made by man. A l l  t h a t  was lef? of t h e  a c t i v i t y  between 1909 and 1917 
were two tunnels i n t o  t h e  h i l l s i d e  and two Crown granted mineral claims. 

Long later,  i n  1952, Albert Jones returned t o  Tasu with h i s  son C l i f f  
and h i s  son-in-law George Brown and they staked s i x  mineral claims adjoining 
t h e  two Crown granted claims and covering t h e  outcrops of magnetite. In 1953 
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D r .  Alex Smdh acquired t h e  Crown granted claims and i n  1955 obtained an 
agreement with Albert Jones for t h e  acquis i t ion  of h i s  six-claim group 
and fo r  t h e  Tommy claim on the  east shore of Wright Inlet’ .  Then the  modern 
h i s t o r y  of Tasu commenced. 

This i s  the  story of Tasu as r e l a t e d  i n  Haida legend and as 
experienccd,by Albert Jones, now a respected and honoured p a t r i a r c h  i n  
Skidegate Mission. One hundred and eighty years Ofter his grcat-great-  
g r e a t  grandmother found t h e  first piece of magnetite while weaving cedar- 
bark baskets,  t h e  $40 mil l ion  magnetite-copper operation of Wesfrob Mines 
Lihited goes i n t o  production. 
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