
3 

1928, 

. . .  . . .  
. . .  , ’. 

. .’ 
. - >  ’_ . .  

. .  
. . ,  . . ’_ ,. 

. .  
. ,  . .  

. .  
. .  

. .  
. .  . -  I ..__ 

.’ . 
. .  . ,  





. 

F i l e  50-2 
Canadian National Railways, Department of Natural Resources, 

Winnipeg 

Mica near F o r t  Grahame, B.C. on the Finlay River 

Development work wag reported a s  being carried on 

The o r lg inaz  discoverer of th i s  mica waa J&. i n  November 1927 by the General Holding Cornpa* of Ed- 
monton. 
William McIntosh. 

A l e t t e r  dated December 6th, 1928, by Mr, L e t t  to 
Y r .  P h i l l i p s  1 s  attached. 

A l e t t e r  dated February 7th, 1928 by b. Gordon F. 
Dlckson to Dr. Victor Dolmage together w l t h  copy o f  report 
on mica I s  attached. 



Vanw uver, Dec,6/1828 
MICA 

Mr. Wm, P h i l l i p s ,  
Manager, Industr ia l  Dept. , 
Montreal, Que. 

Dear Mr. P h i l l i p s :  

Referring t o  your l e t t e r  o f  December 1st i n  connection 
with a mica deposit s i tua ted  i n  Bri t ish Colunibia, I can give 
you a br ie f  h i s tory  o f  what I know about this deposit. 

About four years ago, Mr. William MacIntosh, an e lder ly  
genbleman who former ly  was i n t e re s t ed  in mining opera t ima in 
Eastern Canada, an uncle o f  my o ld  fr iend John R. MacIntosh, 
Landagent f o r  the h d s o n * s  Bay Coo i n  Edmnnton, called i n  t o  
806 me and described his mica property, located near Fort 
Grahame on the Finlay River. His desire  wag t o  i n t e r e s t  
cap i t a l  and develop the property, holding an in t e re s t  himself 
or se l l ing  out en t i re ly .  

Major A.C.E. Anderson a t  that,tiare was l i v i n g  i n  Edmon- 
ton and carr ied on a commission businea8 i n  a small way, His off: '  
was t h a t  i n  our Macdonald Hotel which 18 n o w  opcupied by this  
Department, Major Anderson's wife wag a Miss Fleiachmann of 
New York, and I suggested that D. MacIntosh have an interview 
with Major Anderson and place his pmspect before h i m ,  This 
was done, and after a considerable time Major Anderson formed 
a company known as  the General Holding Company, of Edmnton. 
Engineers were sent up to the property, and a s  a result New 
York cap i t a l  was brought i n  and the property was taken over. 
Mr. Dixon, who was formerly Manager of the Brule Mine, was 
employed by the company, and carr ied on considerable develop- 
ment work, but I regret t o  say f o r  some.reasom o r  other the 
property has been closed down for mre t h a n  a year, There 
have been many conf l ic t ing  opinions as to the reason. I 
might mention t h a t  o l d  Mr. MacIntoshqmssed away mre than 
a year ago, and I do not know h o w  his e s t a t e  came out i n  the  
deal. The company*s head o f f i ce  waa 701 Tegler Building, but 
I doubt If you will f ind  it under that  address at present. 
Major Anderson, w i t h  his wife, moved t o  P a r i s ,  Fkance, where 
I understand they have taken up t h e i r  permanent abode. 

The deposit of mica which we are dealing with is known 
a s  muscovite, and occurs on the west s ide o f  t he  Finlay River, 
which w i t h  the  Parsnip forms the  head of the Peace River west  
o f  the Rockies, It occurs  on the slopes of' a mountain l oca l ly  
known a s  Mica Moiintain, about aeven miles south-west o f  F o r t  
Grahame, and 60 miles up the Finlay above the Forks. The lo- 



ca t ion  may be reached by two routes ,  one being u p  the  Peace River  
coming through from Alberta ,  and I may say 8 very d i f f i c u l t  
canoe t r i p  a s  the s t r eamb  very r ap id ,  and the  o ther  mme 
favored r a t e ,  being from Prince George, on ou r  line, over t o  
Summit Lkke, about 18 miles, down the Crooked River past Fort  
McLeod, the Pack an,' Parsn ip  Rivers t o  F in l ay  Forks, and up 
the  F in l ay  north t o  F o r t  Graharne. 

Notwithstanding the d i f f i c u l t i e s  o f  t r z n s p r t a t i o n ,  the 
company developing the  property f igu red  out that mica of  exgra 
f i n e  q u a l i t y  could be shipped by boat down the Peace River out 
t o  the  Alberta side, thence by ateamboat t o  Peace R i v e r  Landing 
and r a i l  v i a  Edmnton t o  des t ina t ion .  The mica has been 
c l a s sed  as being prhaps the f i n e s t  quality known i n  Canada. 
There are, I understand, 23 claims i n  t h e  group, running over 
an a rea  about 8 miles long and 5 t o  6 miles wlde. 
would be between 5 and 6,000 odd feet, considerably above 
timber l i n e .  A t r a i l  o f  7 miles in l ength  leads t o  t he  main 
camp, a t  an  e l e v a t i m  of  5,400 feet. 

The a l t i t u d e  

You a re  pethaps aware the re  l a  a large deposi t  of  silver- 
l ead ore north of these  mica clatms, s i t u a t e d  o n  the Ingenika 
Kiver, now being developed by W. R ,  Wilson of  t he  Crowfa Nest 
Pass Coal Coo, and assoc ia t e s ,  This deposit  I s  descr ibed 
by some engineers a s  one o f  the  possible '  coming b tg  mires o f  
Bri t ish Columbia, somewhat similar t o  thewe11 knawn Sullivan 
Mine near  Kimberly, Still f a r t h e r  nor th  is another deposit 
of s i lver - lead ,  which the  Consolidated Mining & Smelting Compny 
is engaged in developing, I mention these occurrences f o r  the 
reason t h a t  if a rallway with a western o u t l e t  from the Peace 
River D i s t r i c t  should be l oca t ed  through the Peace River Pass 
it w i l l  t a p  one of t he  l a r g e s t  mineralized area8 i n  Br i t i sh  Coiiumb 

I do not wish to  go Into any g r e a t  details, but can 
a m u r e  you t h a t  if there  is any f u r t h e r  informat ion  you would 
l i k e  to  have I will be g lad  to forward same t o  you promptly. 

Under separate cover I am forwarding you two maps which 
I have marked ahowing the l o c a t i o n  of .*this  mica depos i t ,  one 
large sca l e  i n  d e t a i l ,  the o t h e r  showing the  pos i t i on  with r e a -  
pect  t o  d i s t ances ,  e t c . ,  from Vancouver, Prince George and o t h e r  
PO i n t  s o  

Yours very  t r u l y ,  

Superintendent NOR. 8~ I. D, 



2001 Bloor  St. West, 
Toronto 9. 

7th February, 1928 

/ Dr. V. Dolmage, 
508-512 Winch Building, 
Vancouver, B. C. 

Dear Dr. Dolmage: 

copy o f  t h a t  pa r t  o f  your repihrt r e f e r r i n g  t o  the  Mica 
depos i t s ,  

Many thanks forgour l e t t e r  of the  28th ultimo with 

I am pleased to  note t h a t  you expect t o  be i n  Toronto 
some time e a r l y  i n  Apr i l  and w i l l  look forward t o  rece iv ing  
a telephone c a l l  from you ao tha t  we c m  foregather .  

Since I came to  Toronto I have joined the C.I.M.1d. 
and have at tended one o r  two very i n t e re s t ing  meetings here. 
If  at a l l  possible  I h o p  t o  be able t o  go t o  the  Quebec rneet- 
ing but a m  unable t o  decide upon t h i s  u n t i l  my present  plans 
a re  more filly developed. 

There i s  very l i t t l e  scope f o r  comment on your r epor t  
which deals  clearly and conciaely w i t h  the subjec t  furn ish-  
ing t h e  fullest  .amount of  technica l  data,  
f u l  and p rac t i ca l  h format ion .  
points ,  which, i n  view o f  the  somewhat de f in i t e  statement 
forming the concluding paragraph, m i g h t  be amplifiad t o  avoid 
the p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  unduly discouaging prosecution of further’ 
e f f o r t  by any others who may be in te res ted ,  bes ides  the 
General Holding Company, i n  explor ing the f ie la .  

q u a l i t y  o f  the mica and the fact t h a t  the  p e m t i t t h s  l i e  in 
mica s c h i s t  which, l a t t e r ,  is’in conformity w i t h  the  bes t  In- 
d ian  occurrancea. I 

The unfavorable f ea tu res  appear t o  be t h a t  several  large 
and lengthy bodies o f  outcropping pegmatite show very l i t t l e  
mica, as on the  Birthday Claims; the  presence o f  graphic gran i te  
i n  the dykes and the grea t  c r u s t a l  distmnbance, which you men- 
t i m  as having taken place. 

By adding to the  favorable  f ea tu res  the  f a c t  of  the un- 
doubted rlchness i n  Mlca o f  the of fshoots  pro jec t ing  from the 
pegmatite dykes a s  proved in several placea,  a l thou@ the  materia’ 
i n  most ins t snces  i s  too  much af fec ted  by surface weathering t o  
be o f  any value,  and d iscoant lng  t o  some exten t ,  thraugh lack o f  
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a s  w e l l  a s  use- 
There are j u s t  one o r  two 

The admittedly favorable f e a t u r e s  are the  unquestionable 
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;$$" s u f f i c i e n t  evidence, the damaging effects of c r u s t a l  move- 
a Inent within the  mic.3 schist area t he re  would, I th ink ,  be 

justif icHtion for somevihat modifying your remarks regard ing  
the  barrenness o f  t h e  p e g m t i t e s  and general l ack  of encoumge- 

. .  

ciable  DroDortionof the  best mica is mined from the spurs 

t o  f i n d  the  pegmatite3 comparatively barren where thia occurs. 
I found thia  t o  be the  case also, t o  some slight ex ten t ,  a t  
South Dakota where I spent some time examining mica areaa. 
The expert  Grader I obtained from North Carolina and employed 
at Fort Grahame the f i r s t  year we worked there, informed me t h  
some of  the  h ighes t  grade mica and beat patches were obtained 
from the p r o j e c t i o n s  i n  which there  was generally a compara- 
t ive ly  small proport ion o f  fe ldspar ,  There are two o f  the  I 
protuberances- rich In mica, although it is completely damaged 
by surface weathering, extending from the nTunnelw vein on 
E d  Mica Mountain, which you may not have seen, and one f rom 

w sheets-of- very c lea r  mica was obtained,  

I consider that the  greatest  drawbacks to successful ex- 
p lo i t a t ion  of  the Finlag River &ea are  more through physlcsl 
d i f f i cu l t i e s  of which climatic ef fec ts  in such Northern l a t i -  
tude and high a l t i t u d e  play a pr inc ipa l  pa r t .  The deep surfac 
weathering, penet ra t ion  o f  which through the  accumulated de- 
tritus is  d i f f i c u l t  and arduous. the shortness o f  t h e  working 

present conditions, d i f f i c u l t y  and expense o f  labor, all com- 
bine t o  r e t a r d  development, except atpunduly hi@ cost.  
mre favorable  condi t io  ns further exploration would be fully 

Under 

j u s t i f i e d ,  aa I believe t h a t  if t he  two bodies on vhich the- 
m a t  work has been done wer penetrated t o  a point below the  

W i n  Fair average quant i ty  would be found, 

In the bottom o f  the slope on West Mica Mountain there 

Q' i n  a typical pegmatite of generally favorable composition over 

!i the Crosscut on East Mica Mountain w e  drove. after vou aaw it 

f p e p t i t e  entirely f ree  from graphic granite. 

face weathering a r e  so tremendous that it seems t o  me ra ther  
d i f f ic - t  t o  s t a t e  exactly w h a t  e f f e c t  th i s  has had on the 
s i t u a t i o n  i n  the immediate vic in i ty  of  the r>eamatites. That t 




