
D. CQY bI,LL€4 67 = k,L,Y"'G 

/' 

Vr. Gene J a c k ,  
7175 L a u r i e r  Crescen t ,  
F r i n c e  eeo rge ,  H.C.  

Aiken Lnke P l a c e r .  

The f o l l o w i n g  r e p o r t  i s  a surnn,.iry o f  what i s  - - J  3 r o s e n t  .J known 

Dear Gene: 

about  t h e  p l ? c e r  u r o s p e c t s  i n  the  A i i ; a n  L n k e  a r e a .  / 
/ HISTORY. 

Walter Aiken ( a f t e r  whom t,he l - ~ i c e  i z  named) a n  a p m t n e r  took 
an o u t f i t  up t o  Aiken Lake w i t h  prickhor.-es i n  P39 and s p e n t  
t h r e e  simmers and two w i n t e r s  th;.re, cgming uC, i n  1901. 
M r .  Aiken w a ?  l ? t e r  manager o f  t h e  kudson' /." Bay P o s t  a t  T a k l a  
Lan4ing and I g o t  t o  know him w e l l  some 39 'years  ago. 
fie t o l d  m e  t hey  g o t  c o l o r s  i n  311 cre?eks/'ind f o u n d  f a i r  pay 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  two o r  t h r e e  c r e e k s  so&Y m i l e s  west  o f  t he  
l ake .  H i s  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  cou:itry a l l i e d  w i t h  t h e  l a y  o f  
t h e  l a n d  on what we l a t e r  c a l l e d  X i 1  7 e r  Creek i n  the  v i c i n i t y  
o f  Croydon Creek, as we found i t  i n  1935 whi le  p r o s p e c t i n g  and 
s t a k i n g  t h e  Croydon l o d e  p r o p e r t y  f o r  Cominco. Mr. Aiken s a i d  
t h e  g:old W R R  f i n e  h u t  heavy, t h e  l a r g e s t  p i ece  recovered  be ing  
abou t  50@ ( o l d  p r i c e ) ,  hu t  tha t  t h e  groun& w a s  t o 3  heavy t o  work 

7 
by hand because o f  boulders .  .?qe found two o f  Mr. Aiunn ' s  o l d  
campsi tes  i n  l Y 3 8 ,  one n e a r  Croy:ion and  t h e  other f u r t h a r  e ' % s t  L L ~ ~ ~ .  
on  M i l l e r  Creek. I n  1958 a f t e r  l ' i r e  had swept t h e  coun t ry ,  W P  

found M r .  A iken ' s  w i rk ings  on lower  Croydon Creek, q u i t e  ex tens iv? .  

I w a s  i n  charge of e x p l n r a t i o n  f?r  Cominco f o r  Kor thern  E.S. 
from 1934 t o  1 3 4 7  and we had ? number of l o d e  p r o p e r t i e s  i n  
t h e  Aiken Lake d i s t r i c t  on which c o n s i d e r a b l e  w o r k  w a s  done. 
We were n o t  concerned w i t h  yla..;er tnit  mqde c e r t a i n  oS?ervnt i .on? 
which have R d i r e c t  h e a r i n g  on t h i s .  "hen we drove '1 l o n g  n d i t  
tu.nne1 on Croy?on ?reek  i n  1!437, we mt i'%ir c o l o r s  i n  t h e  occas igns l  
pan from t h o  miiclr GI, ti.? : ' 2 o ? r  .if :hcs ' ,m!:p?, ~?r+izul:ir!g n e a r  
bedrock. On t h e  nearby 1 orph:;ry Creek we d i d  s ~ m e  ~ ~ o l m , 3 r l . 1 1 i c i n e  
and t , r ench inp  tn expoee a q u w t z  ve in  and noted  consi- ler?Sle  he,iv:r 
p r i d  c o l l e c t i n g  al.ong c r i c k s  ?n hedrock. ::me of t h i s  wzs ~ q 1 : ~ c t m j  
a r i l  a t o t ' i l  o f  9"thout. one ounce w q s  recovere:: f r o m  two c u t ?  ro? . rosc , I -  
t i n e  a ' w r l r o c k  surfr lce  o f  a b o u t  15C s\I.:'PQ+. '''heTe b e r e  several .  ,~ 

p i e c e s ,  usiu?, l l :~  f l % t t e n e d  h u t  a f ' e w  w i th  i i : ' s -Tz  w l h e . r j ~ . ~ .  T ? l P r e  
W R S  milch b l - c k - ? n d  n r p s o n t ,  *in5 Enmp ::2neel..;te. ;Jepxh 3'' ,?-?ire: 
varjori  f r q m  :, '.n 5 +'PO+,. 

Fred  J n h n r o n ,  a c r o s r c c t n r  -in,? tr?.nr,er -?'no i.r.~;n?. :rn.ny , - / : x ' : r s  i n  
C h p  f l r o " ,  t.n'? m e  h? harl  :'nxnc> pn? ' .  nz;? in + -, .rr:?-v ? ? i . 3 ~ ~  
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Aiken Lake P l a c e r ,  ( 3 )  

low g o l d  va lues .  More thnn  20 q u a r t z  ve ins  c o n t a i n i n g  medium 
t o  h i g h  gold  v a l u e s  have P O  far  been found on t h e  v a r i o u s  l o d e  
c l a ims  and most o f  t h e s e  v e i n s  a r e  s i t u a t e d  w i t h i n  t h e  d ra inage  
bzisins o f  M i l l e r ,  Croydon and Porphyry Creeks. The gold i s  e i % h e r  
f r e e  or a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  s u l f i d e s .  

PLACER POSSIBILITIES. 

The v a l l e y s  of M i l l e r ,  Croydon and Porphyry Creeks were formed 
i n  p r e - g l n c i a l  t imes  bu t  i t  can tie assumed t h a t  any g n v e l s  t h e n  
p r e s e n t ,  were l a r e e l y  des t royed  by t h e  i c e .  However, i t  i s  t h e  
op in ion  o f  g e o l o g i s t s  t h a t  t h e  predominnnt e r o s i o n  c y c l e  took 
p i a c e  later, i n  g l n c i a l  2 n d  i n t e r - p i s c i n l  t imes  and was done by 
l o c a l  a l p i n e  g l a c i e r s  occupying t h e  p r e - e x i s t i n g  v a l l e y s .  Th i s  
i s  fln impor t an t  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  because i t  means t h a t  t h e  gold  
l i b e r a t e d  from a miners . l i zed  a r e a  would be conf ined  t o  t h a t  
p a r t i c u l s r  v a l l e y ,  r n t h e r  t h a n  s c a t t e r e d  ove r  a wide a r e a .  The 
q u e s t i o n  which remains t o  be answered i s  whether  r e - s o r t i n g  of 
t h e s e  elacial g r a v e l s  has  produced pay s t r e a k s  r i c h  enough t o  be 
worked. I t h i n k  t h e r e  i s  a good chance o f  f i n d i n g  such d e p o s i t s  
f o r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  rensons :  
1. The t h r e e  streams under  d i s c u s s i o n  have c u t  t h e i r  C O U ~ F P S  f o r  

I 

i 
i 
I 

1 many m i l e s  i n t o  a rock assemblage t h a t  i s  h i p h l y  m i n e r a l i z e d  
and i s  known t o  c o n t a i n  a g r e a t  many v e i n s  showing g e n e r a l l y  
h i g h  and p e r s i s t e n t  pold v d u e s .  

t h e  v e i n s  were emplaced has  been i n  tk!e o r d e r  o f  s e v e r z i  thousand 
f e e t .  I t  i 8  obvious t h e r e f o r e ,  tho.t  a l z r g e  quantit:: o f  l iberate.!  
gold hRs been c a r r i e d  down t h e  vr t l leys ,  nnd pe rhaps  n o t  very fsr 
because o f  t h e  hlockirlg a c t i o n  o f  ~thn main i c e  s h f e t  ir. t he  master 
v a l l e y  o f  Mes i l inka  R ive r .  t o  i c e  Cree7 don? + , r i h i i f o r g  s t r e - a s .  

3. We know t h a t  good c o l o r s  have been panned ,-,long t h e  c r e e k s  an.! 
t h a t  int .erssting c o n c e n t r a t i o n ?  h n v p  h o e n  i'0un.i i n  ~t l e a s t  

4. The polom .tnd phys iop r sph ic  history o f  t h e  ? . re1  i s  d m o s t ,  

i ! 2. Geologica l  ev idence  shows t h a t  t h e   mount o f  downcut t ing s i n c e  

+ vLirt?e ;.. ~ ~ : I c P . c .  

i d e n t i c a l  t o  t h a t  of  hrcConnell $r'4ek A0 m i l e s  north:w:?et, w!-.ere 
bench d e p o ~ l t s  o f  r e - s o r t e d  p i c l ~ - !  !;.rift rovo  heen w n r k e ~  r-? 

a p r o f i t .  The Aiken ~ r n a .  i s  ..1.90 *-~::-enf,i-1:y vi.:yi:Lcxr -:,<> :?-in 

Atl.in and i3e?-so Lab? pl ' i cer  f i v i t 5 .  " F I ~  : ' c r \ , > p i l ?  n I '  " - , . ~ ? o n  q?.4 
GPrnmsen aren8 were ,!,.]-so f s r v r . i  s +  +,; 0 C'~I- ,P ti!"? 3.r , in n:i~'k1 
t h e  same way, except. + h a t  i n + e r v l ? , . i z i  .-t,r~.n,m ~ . r .? r .Lop n1 7,yor: 
R r ? P ? f e r  Fi7r-t. 

. .  Accnrr'inp Co ?- IT yrn::en+ in 'or. i i?t,Lon, i'!o ,-,:.,.i, Q ~ ~ ~ > T , I S - , ~ F  > ' - C P ?  
7 ..Tr-..rT.7. 

. .  ~ ' ; o  ion'. 0 7  r - : r  .u~-?,~reL? v ' q * l i r i  h e  on 3 , i c  ~, > ?  p#.- ,e' . .o:.  c 1 ,  

(;:..PO'-, ~ n m ~ r . ~ r . ~ q p  ~5 + : , e  q;,:! Co-i?.c? r ~ n . i n , : - ' i ~ : . ~ c  . .  . . ~ r , , ~ - . ~ - c . s .  :, 
-i.,n ,,-n.:! ;. i. r i '.r pq,yJ,on, t:>"- p?.npe(4<*.,rp . : 7 ~ <  L?.<>.,"l r ,? .v ,  " 
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I and downstream t o  its jlirictior? w e h  Mil! 
part would be s u i t ? . i ? l e  f a r  2. srn,tll hyi r . :  

i 
which would h e  w 
water was b r o u c h  

The upper  reache 
t e s t inE : .  I have I 

pay prnvels t he r l  
and re-c i r c u l  n t  i- 

Miller Creek he l l  
and could well C I  
Aikpn's p rospec t  
pI 'OSDPCtS  b u t  no 

A propram of te?. 
camp somewhere nt 
Sup?lies could bi i be nep'ied f o r  thi  
t m . ? l e r  o u t f i t  CI 

o f  h i g h  w a t e r  a t  

! 

Aiken L a k e  P l a c e r ,  ( 4 )  


