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WILLIAIS CREEK "GOLD HOLE" (92 H/3W) 

Cariboo Mining Div is ion  

The "Gold Hole" s t o r y  i n  the  i s s u e  of True Treasure,  

January - February,  1974 i s  an exaggerated and inaccura t e  account 

of p l a c e r  ope ra t ions  on Devlin Bench on the n o r t h  east s i d e  of 

W i l l i a m s  Creek. 

ope ra t ion  of Kumhila Explorat ion Company Ltd. and were followed 

i n  1956 by a second dredging opera t ion  i n  the  same area. F i n a l l y  

after a per iod  of i n a c t i v i t y  the  t a i l i n g s  from t h e  prev ious  oper- 

a t i o n  on Devlin Bench were reworked i n  1962 and 1963. 

These s t a r t e d  i n  1952 and 1953 with the  dredging 

. A l l  t h i s  work was done on a p l ace r  lease which was owned 

by the  Lowhee Mining Co. Ltd.  

t h e  ground was re loca ted  i n  February,  1970 as Placer-mining Lease 

#7097. 

Subsequently the  lease lapsed and 

This lease c u r r e n t l y  i s  i n  good s tanding .  

The several opera t ions  are recorded i n  t h e  Annual Reports 

of t h e  Minister of Mines and Petroleum Resources as fol lows:  

In  t h e  1952 Annual Report ,  page 236:- 

Kwnhila Explora- 
t i o n  Co. Ltd. 

D. P. K u m l e ,  A. T. Lazzareschi ,  and 

L. J. Hickman, a l l  of C a l i f o r n i a ,  

formed t h i s  p r i v a t e  company and 

opt ioned p a r t  of t he  Lowhee Mining Company's leases a t  Devlin Bench 

on t h e  east s i d e  of W i l l i a m s  Creek a t  the  Bowron Lake road cross ing .  

After cons iderable  churn -d r i l l  t e s t i n g ,  t he  dredge equipment formerly 

opera ted  by Summit Mines Limited was assembled on the  proper ty .  This 

equipment c o n s i s t s  of a Hickenbottorn steel-pontoon a l l - r i f f l e  washing 

p l a n t  of 3,500-cubic yards-per-day r a t e d  capac i ty  and a Marion 40A 

walking d r a g l i n e  shovel with an 80-foot boom and a 3-cubic-yarci bucket. 



- 2 -  

Washing operations commenced i n  J u l y  and continued t o  

e a r l y  November, when winter conditions ha l ted  the work. As d r i l l  

t e s t i n g  showed the pay gravel t o  be a t  an approximate depth of 

50 f e e t ,  a Ca te rp i l l a r  D-8 bulldozer w a s  used t o  s t r i p  as much of 

the  barren sur face  gravel as poss ib le .  A crew of eighteen men was 

employed , and 200,000 cubic yards of gravel was moved , of which 

84,680 cubic yards was t r ea t ed  by the washing p lan t .  

I n  the  1953 Annual Report, page 175:- 

Kmhila Exploration Company Limited.-- This company, employing 

a crew of eighteen men, mined 68,200 cubic yards of gravel with 

t h e i r  d rag l ine  dredge on W i l l i a m s  Creek near Devlin Bench on the 

Bowron Lake Road. Operations were suspended i n  e a r l y  September and 

the  washing p l a n t  dismantled when no f u r t h e r  pay gravels were located.  

I n  the ,1956 Annual Report, page 139:- 

L 6( L Dredging.-- I n  1956 the  Lowhee l eases  on Conklin Gulch and 

W i l l i a m s  Creek were under option t o  L. A. Prosser.  He employed a 

crew of twenty-nine men supervised by dredge-master K. R. Kumle. A 

drag l ine  dredge, previously operated by Kumhila Exploration Co. Ltd., 

was  pu t  i n t o  operation on Conklin Gulch about 1 m i l e  sou theas t  of 

Barkervil le.  The work i n  Conklin Gulch terminated e a r l y  i n  the season. 

On Devlin Bench on W i l l i a m s  Creek, one-half mile nor th  of Barkerv i l le ,  

a d i e s e l - e l e c t r i c  Bucyrus-Monighan walking d rag l ine  with a 4k-cubic- 

yard bucket w a s  used t o  s t r i p  overburden. 

with a 3%-cubic-yard bucket w a s  used t o  d i g  gravel which was washed 

i n  a f l o a t i n g  steel-pontoon washing p l an t .  A Bucyrus 27T d r i l l  and 

I n  the  p i t  a Lima dragl ine  

a Hillman Prospector d r i l l  were used t o  tes t  add i t iona l  ground along 

W i l l i a m s  Creek. 

I n  the  1962 Annual Report, page 139:- 

W i l l i a m s  Creek 
Hydraulic Mines 

Company o f f i c e ,  Box 745 , Prince George. 

Frank Jamieson, pres ident ;  Vern Saur, 

Ltd. foreman. In 1962 t h i s  company commenced 

t o  rework the old t a i l i n g s  on Devlin's Bench 

on P.M.L. 3354, about midway between Wells and Barkerv i l le  and approx- 

imately one-half m i l e  up the road t o  Bowron Lake and j u s t  north of the  

road. The t a i l i n g s  were excavated by means of a Bucyrus Monaghan drag- 

l i n e  with a 100-foot boom and a 42-yard bucket. This loaded the gravels 
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d i r e c t  i n t o  a dump box which fed  them onto  p o r t a b l e  s t ee l  s lu ice-boxes  

f i t t e d  with ra i l ,  Hungarian, and punch-plate r i f f l e s .  Water f o r  the  

s lu ice-boxes  was suppl ied  from a 16-inch c e n t r i f u g a l  pump powered by 

a D-8 G a t e r p i l l a r  d i e s e l  motor. 

dozer .  The writer was t o l d  t h a t  the  company in t ends  t o  remove the  

t a i l i n g s  and then rework t h e  bedrock, s i n c e  i t  i s  be l ieved  t h a t  t h i s  

was n o t  done ve ry  e f f e c t i v e l y  by the  previous ope ra to r s .  

The t a i l i n g s  were s tacked  by a b u l l -  

The company began washing g rave l s  about  June 1st and c losed  

down f o r  the  win ter  a t  the  end of October. It i s  e s t ima ted  t h a t  about  

150,000 cubic  yards  of g rave l  was t r e a t e d .  The gold recovered i s  re- 

por ted  t o  be f a i r l y  coa r se ,  b e t t e r  than 50 p e r  c e n t  being r e t a i n e d  on 

a No. 4 mesh screen, and t h e  f ineness  runs  approximately 840. 

A crew of fou r  men w a s  employed under t h e  supe rv i s ion  of 

Vern Saur.  

In t h e  1963 Annual Report ,  page 132:- 

Company o f f i c e ,  Box 745,  Pr ince  George. 

W i l l i a m s  Creek F. M. Jamieson, p r e s i d e n t ;  Vern Saur, 

foreman. This company cont inued t o  re- 

work the  o l d  t a i l i n g s  on Devl in ' s  Bench 

on P.M.L. 3534, about midway between 

Hydraul ic  Mines Ltd.  
Ltd. 

Wells and B a r k e r v i l l e  and approximately one-half m i l e  up the  road  t o  

Bowron Lake. 
l ine  with a 100-foot boom and a 44-yard bucket. The grave l  w a s  loaded 

d i r e c t l y  i n t o  t h e  dump box, which f ed  i t  onto  p o r t a b l e  s t ee l  sluice- 

boxes f i t t e d  with r a i l ,  Hungarian, and punch-plate r i f f l e s .  Water f o r  

the sluice-boxes was suppl ied  from a 16-inch c e n t r i f u g a l  pump powered 

by a D-8 C a t e r p i l l a r  d i e s e l  motor. 

bu l ldozer .  Work t h i s  season w a s  begun on Apr i l  30 th  and concluded on 

The t a i l i n g s  were excavated by a Bucyrus Monaghan drag- 

The t a i l i n g s  were s tacked  by a 

September 15th .  It i s  r epor t ed  t h a t  approximately 90,000 yards  of 

g rave l  w a s  p u t  through t h e  sluice-boxes.  A crew of fou r  men w a s  employed 

under  t h e  supe rv i s ion  of Vern Saur.  
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The o f f i c i a l l y  recorded  product ion  of p l a c e r  gold from 

t h e s e  o p e r a t i o n s  i s  as follows: 

Year 

1952 

1953 

1956 

1962 

1963 

1964 

Ounces of p l a c e r  gold 

6044 

4827 

326 

272 

430 

129 

12028 
- 

The p r i c e  of  p l a c e r  gold ranged from $28.18 p e r  ounce i n  

1952 t o  $29.96 p e r  ounce i n  1964. 

It i s  true t h a t  about  $400,000 w a s  recovered  by dredging  

and hydrau l i ck ing  b u t  t h e r e  i s  a b s o l u t e l y  no in fo rma t ion  t o  suppor t  

t he  statement i n  t h e  True Treasure s t o r y  t h a t  "at least $4,000,000 

has  been e s t i m a t e d  t o  remain .......... i n  t h e  ......... bedrock below." 

References: Minister of Mines and Petroleum Resources ,  

Annual Report  1952, p. 236 

1953, p. 175 

1956, p .  139 and photograph p.140 

1962, p.  139 

1963, p .  132 


