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Province of
British Columbia

Mr. A.G. Smedley
P.o. Box 1096,
Vanderhoof, B.C.
VOJ 3AO

Dear Sir:

Ministry of
Mines and
Petroleum Resource5

July 28, 1978

Parliament Bufldings
Victoria
British C.olumbla
YaV IX-i

A"p;;,'tJ J:, ~

'1.rG- Jo~

. i

Fol1owin~my visit to your limestone prospect
near Vanderhoof, this is my evaluation of the deposit and
recommendations for further examination.

The deposit is represented by a folded, steeply
dipping zone of crystalline carbonate rock with variable
striking from approximately northeast to straight north.

The carbonate rocks are massive, whitish grey
to dark grey in colour. Minor siliceous veinlets from a
few millimeters to a few centimeters thick with no ap­
parent distribtuion pattern are scattered throughout the
deposit. Veinlets of a yellow carbonate - probably dolo­
mi te - are found in a similar way like quartz as a minor . ,.'
component of the outcrops. The size of the exposed bed"";.
roc~ is approximately 250 x 100 m, indicau~~ that there
are some 1.5 to 2 million tons of carbonate rock in the
deposit.

In similar deposits like this, the chemical
composition of the rock may change significantly across
the strike, while along the strike reveals relatively
little variation.

Since all drilling done so far at the. deposit
are vertical holes in steeply dipping (800-900) strata
and the surficial sampling seems to be rather at random
taken grab samples, it is recommended to do some channel
sampling perpendicular to the strike of the strata in
order to get an idea about the average qualit~ of the
deposit. 1

•••••• ~ 2



Page 2
Mr.'A.G. Smedley
July 28, 1978

Each sample should represent not more than 10 ft
of the channel, and should be analysed for CaO,' MgOand
ignition loss, which altogether will indicate the total
carbonate content in the rocks and the difference to 100%
will be approximate amounts of insoluble silica! minerals.

Best of lucl<.

Sincerely, ! '

,I

Z.D. Hora
Industrial Mineral~ Specialist

ZDH/dlb

Encl.

i . \
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C~~E~ PLACER LI~ITED

ENDAKO MINES DIVISION
,PHONE: FRASER LAKE: 699-6.211

Mr. A•.G. Smedley
2408 Church Street
Vanderhoof, B.C.
VOJ 3AO

Dear Mr. Smedley:

Feb ruary 1, 1977

ENDAKO, B.C. CANADA
VOJ IlO

1',.1

."

Enclosed is a memo from Mr. C.W. Ball regarding
the limestone deposit. As you can see, a considerable
amount of work will have to be done before any accurate
evaluation on its economic potential can be made.

We have gone as far as we can on this deposit.
For additional information regarding future work, we suggest
you contact,Mr. Gerry Klein at Department of Mines and

. Petroleum Resources in Prince George.

Thank you for giving us the opportunity to
examine your property.

Yours truly,

CANEX PLACER LIMITED

7g~e~ Division

J. e;t
Geologist

JC/dj
Enclosure
cc: Mr. G. Klein .. , I
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CANEX PLACER LIMITED
EXPLOI{ATION DIVISION

MEMORANDUM:

TO:

FROM:

J. Cyr

c. \~ . Ball

DATE: . January 31st, 1977

FILE: #93-G-13

RE: Limestone Deposit, Vanderhoof
Submission by A.G. Smedley

The sketch map and assays relating to the above have been studied
and the following analysis will be of interest to you.

On the basis of the testing on a drill spacing of about 500 to
600 feet it appears that the deposit is reasonably sizeable with up to
50 feet of sand cover.

Quality is a very important factor and one spectro chemical plus
one chemical analysis is not sufficient to enable a reliable appraisal to
be made. Limestone deposits tend to vary considerably in quality over small
areas, and therefore a large number of definitive assays are required. It
;s not even apparent where the one surface sample was obtained by Mr.
Smedley.

Some time ago, I made a careful examination of a limestone deposit
on Aristazabal Island, Hecate Strait, B.C., and I am enclosing a copy of my
report since it covers certain aspects of production and economics. At
that time, 1969, the consumption of the various copper concentrators in B.C.
was as follows: Annual

Consumption Cost to
(Tons) Concentrator

Granisle
Granby
Bethlehem
Granduc
Island Copper
Add Gibraltar, Craigmont

18,000
12,500
15,000
18,000
17,500

$43.50 per ton of lime
38.50
38.50
40.00
35.00

In regard to utilization in the pulp mills, magnesian lime
is used in the newer processes but only l/lOth of the amount of lime is

. used in comparison with the older sulphite process.

. .. 2/

r.·.·
~

r
700 BURRARD BUIL.DING • 1030 WEST GEORGIA STREET • VANCOUVER, B.C., CANADA V6E 3A8 • (604) 682-7082
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The Vanderhoof limestone deposit requires field examination and
close examination of all drill core sections. It is essential to have a large
number of assays with special attention being paid to assays for CaC03, MgO,
Fe203' Acid Insoluble, loss on ignition, and Si02. After taking a large
number of samples considerable variation will be detected in assays for the
above radicles. In many limestone deposits, which appear to be reasonably
pure, it is quite common to find "trap dykes" - these are sills and dykes of
andesitic rock which riddle through the limestone and sometimes make up
to 5% by volume. They are quite troublesome also because they usually contain
5% to 10% of disseminated pyrite. Limestone deposits are therefor.e not as simple
and uniform as the average prospector would believe from preliminary surface
evaluation.

'Please forward imformation as to the exact location of the lime­
stone deposit submitted by r1r. Smedley - I know of one deposit near Clucluz
lake;~ossibly this may be the same Gne.

In conclusion, I consider that the deposit is not of interest to
Placer at.this stage on account of the relatively small demand.

c. \~ .. Ba 11

CWB/ct
Enclosure

'.,

700 BURRARD BUILDING • 1030 WEST GEORGIA STREET • VANCOUVER, B.C., CANADA V6E 3A8 • (604)682-7082
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c.~tf"J Ted Faulkner AI/(J~~A~-:::,~. •

1jJfj,h rt t:?'?, t..C ( .~ ..... ~."/ ....r.t,:.;l.fit- /
, /' r, - tV-~&~~:¥1~I'-' ·t'-/C-nJI/.~~~L. _

/
5. Messrl'sme"dley and Pollock have applied for a quarry lease near

-----~~ Vanderhoof (ag. limestone). The material is in the Cache
'T .§ (, o{fj::> Creek group and of good quali ty. 9.J K -:;

6. Northrock Industries Ltd. have applied for a quarry lease near Mt.
Lemoray (Andrew's area - age limestone), persumably in either the
Spray River or Banff Formations.

PROGRESS REPORTS:

1. Mineguest's krass roots' geochem study South and West of Williams
Lake has been kept low-profile, but has developed into a major pro­
gram, with up to 30 people in .the field this summer. Paul McCarthy,
Project Geologist, is not giving details, but expects to stake
some large areas for protection purposes this fall. Follow-up
prospecting, detailed geochem and geophys. are planned for
next year.

2. Boss Mountain (Mo) is apparently up for sale. If no buyer can
be found, the mine will be stripped, the equipment and mill sold,
and the mine mothballed.

r 3. Tri-Lime (ag. limestone) North Of Prince George, is apparently
in' ~~ceivership.

Diamond Limestone (ag. limestone) are proposing some stripping
and bulk sampling on their Tacheeda Lake property. Gerry Klein
did the consulting for the company.

5. Canrock International (quartzite) are struggling into production.
At last they seem to have realized that they mu>t have someone with
mi~ing experience and geological knowledge on-site permanently.

PROPERTY VISITS:

1. Gibraltar Mines (Cu,Mo). I spent some time going over Gibraltar's
current efforts with Garry Bysouth. He is doing some excellent
"survival geology" as he salls it. They hav~ outlined some good
Cu. grade tonnage in the Gibraltar West area. Mo. is low but
there is O.loz. Ag/tonne. Tests show this is about 80%
recoverable with the copper, and is a definite factor in mining
plans. Drilling has also outlined a couple of ore bodies - or
rather higher-grade zones within known mineralization - of ~

about 10 million tonnes each, east of the Pollyanna and East pits.
These could be highgraded with a good stripping ratio. Drilling
on the sawmill body shows it is still open in all directions, with
generally good grades. Garry wants to do further drilling on this
body, but admits it would pose haul problems if developed. Very
little work has been done this year on the Granite Lake body •

•"••• 3/
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MessrJ'smedley and Pollock have applied for a quarry lease near
~anderhoof (ag. limestone). The material is in the Cache
Creek group and of good qual i ty. g:J K ?
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6. Northrock Industries Ltd. have applied for a quarry lease near Mt.
Lemoray (Andrew's area - age limestone), persumably in either the
Spray River or Banff Formations.

PROGRESS REPORTS:

1. Mineguest's krass roots' geochem study South and West of Williams
Lake has been kept low-profile, but has developed into a major pro­
gram, with up to 30 people in .the field this summer. Paul McCarthy,
Project Geologist, is not giving details, but expects to stake
some large areas for protection purposes this fall. Follow-up
prospecting, detailed geochem and geophys. are planned for
next year.

2. Boss Mountain (Mo) is apparently up for sale. If no buyer can
be found, the mine will be stripped, the equipment and mill sold,
and the mine mothballed.

,r 3. Tri-Lime (ag. limestone) North Of Prince George, is apparently
in' ~~ceivership.

Diamond Limestone (ag. limestone) are proposing some stripping
and bulk sampling on their Tacheeda Lake property. Gerry Klein
did the consulting for the company.

5. Canrock International (quartzite) are struggling into production.
At last they seem to have realized that they mu~t have someone with
mining experience and geological knowledge on-site permanently.

PROPERTY VISITS:

1. Gibraltar Mines (Cu,Mo). I spent some time going over Gibraltar's
current efforts with Garry Bysouth. He is doing some excellent
"survival geology" as he salls it. They hav~ outlined some good
Cu. grade tonnage in the Gibraltar West area. Mo. is low but
there is O.loz. Ag/tonne. Tests show this is about 80%
recoverable with the copper, and is a definite factor jn mining
plans. Drilling has also outlined a couple of ore bodies - or
rather higher-grade zones within known mineralization - of
about 10 million tonnes each, east of the Pollyanna and East pits.
These could be highgraded ..with a good stripping ratio. Driliing
on the sawmill body shows it is still open in all directions, with
generally good grades. Garry wants to do further drilling on this
body, but admits it would pose haul problems if developed. Very
little work has been done this year on the Granite Lake body •
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