
May 7th,  1976 

Mineral Services Laboratories, 
Canada Centre f o r  Mineral and 

555 Booth S t r e e t ,  
OttawJ, Ontario 
K1A OG1 

Dear S i r s ,  ~ 

I am sending t o  you under separate cover a sample o f  gcaphite 
which was brought i n  by a prospector. This i s  claimed t o  be o f  large 
s i z e ,  iocateo near tidewate&, and about i 5  mi-ies south o f  Eeiia Coola on 
Bentin-k L-- - A r m  - (52 05' - 126 45 ' ) .  I t  would be appreciated i f  your 
laboratory could examine the sample and make some s o r t  o f  appraisal and 
evaluation o f  the material .  The prospector i s  very anxious t o  know 
whether o r  not i t  i s  good enough t o  spend time exploring i t  o r  whether he 
should just fo rge t  i t .  

Energy Techno1 ogy , 

Please send r e s u l t s  o f  the evaluation and advice to:  
Mr. F. W. Baker, 
2163 Dalton Road, 
Campbell River, B. C. 

I would appreciate a copy o f  the letter sent t o  Mr. Baker as well. 

A sample o f  the same material was sent t o  you on September 2 9 t h ,  1975, bu t  
we never received any reply.  

Sincerely , 

I (4. W. McCamon, P. Eng., 
Geologist , Geological Division, 
Mineral Resources Branch 

J!!MrC/crd 

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE PROVINCE OF ORlTlSil COLUMBIA 



1.fr. F. t 7 .  Baker, 
2163  D a l t o n  Road, 
Campbell River ,  E .  C.  

93h J-ZW 

Several nonths  ago specimens of your SLaphite-bearing rock  
weye s-dxittec? t o  us by Mr. J. W. KcCamm. of t h e  R r i i r i s h  
Co lwkia  Department of  >l ines  and PetroleLm Resources. We 
r e g r e t  t h a t  we have not been f r e e  t o  d e a l  w i th  them sooner .  

Exanina t ion  o f  t h e  material sugges t z to  us  t h a t  t h e r e  is 
l i t t l e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of economically producing g r a p h i t e  fro= 
it. The g r a p h i t e  f l a k e s  are m a l l ,  t h i n  and and widely 
d i s p e r s e d  i n  a qua r t zose  gne i s s .  Corminution of t h i s  k i rX  
o f  rock t o  t h e  degree r e q u i r e s  for l i b e r a t i o n  of zke  q raph l t e  
would. uadoubt :clly cause f u r t h e r ,  severe .degradat icn i n  the 
s i z e  and q u a l 2 y  of t h e  f l a k e s .  Althocgh t h e r e  is r z ~ t  
much niic= i n  t h e  fregments e::m.!.r;ed, any s i ~ n i f l s a n r  ~ r i o u n t  . . .  
of nice i n  otl-er s e c t i o n s  of t:?e deposit woulE CZQSE zacl- 
t i o n a l  6 i f f i c c l t y  i n  g r a p h i t e  recovery.  ??iess ?xr3rsr  
coupled wi th  '.!.e r e l a t i v e l y  low g r a p h i t e  con=e?i, 
t o  conclude t: :t any pro.;ram t o  t r y  t o  bcneEiciatt ::?e 
m a t e r i a l  i s  not j u s t i f i e s .  

Our assessr.ezt is' bEsa? 3n cary ;-e=rs zu-,erF~r.ce iz k n e -  
f i c i i r t i o n  tests on a v a r i e t y  of graphi ta -bear ing  racerials 
and some knc-.:Iedge of prot;'.ems of marl:: '.ing. 5 c a 3 ? F t e  tc: 
a wi4e vat:i&.:. o f  s p e c i a i '  ad users.  

3rce cs 

R. i.i. Buchanan, Head, 
O r e  Mineralogy Sec t ion  

R. L. Cc: iingham 

. .- -- 


