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August 22nd, 1941.

REPORT ON GOLD STRIKE IN SHULAPS MOUNTAINS
BRI)JGT=RIVER DI 'TRICT.

Location
The originel property, opticoned by Bralorne, of 28

claims, has been sugmented by staking by the Compuny to some
170 to 180 claims and fractions. It 1is located on Blue Creek
which flows into the Yalakom River opposite the base of Yala-
kom Mountain, about three miles above the mouth of Beaverdam
Creek. The stakings embrace the central and northern part of
the Blué‘Sreek drainage, and extend westward to include some of
the hsadwaters of Liza Creek, tributary to T'yaughton Creek.

The main, original discovery is at an elevation of
7475 feet on the north benk of the centrel or main brénch of
Blue Creek, and the present camp is at timberline below, ele-
vation 6700 reeﬁ, This is ebout four miles sbove the mouth and
about three miles below the head of the creek, The ares 1s at
the north-western end of the Shulaps Mounteins in telusecovered
heavily glacl:ted country that rises to ridges end summits ut
an elevation between 80C0 and 9000 feet.

| Present access 1s by pack-horse trail 16 miles in

length from the Brldge River Roasd. The trall leuves Willlams

ranch, clevation 2400 feet, seven miles below Minto and in seven
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miles reaches Liza Lake where there is a cabin and relay

point for Packinz., The treil then leads up Lize Creek six
miles tc a pass, elevation about 7800 feet, at its head, &nd
down Blue Creek three miles to the cemp which 18 on & bench on

a steep hillside about 400 feet ebove the creek,

History
The veins were first staked in 1934, when the vhole -

area was blanketed. No work was done at this time, end it 1is
said that at thet time a snow benk covered the best showing. In
1940 the veins were rediscovered by Wm. Yhite end Thomas
Il1idge, who staked two claims. Illidge returned in 1941 and
staked two more cleims, Ben Cromer of Liza Lake staked 8, and
Sid Wilson and John Soppit staked 8 each., A Bralorne official
went in sbout the seme time and staked 8 more claims and
immediately sent Company men out to cover the country. As some
of the selected samnles showed free gold news qulckly spreed,
and soon much exaggerated reports ere current in the newspapers,
The Company later acquired by option the original holdings.

By August 20th systematic stripping of the veins was
commenced, between 15 end 20 men were in camp, and 30 head

of horses were packing in.

Geology
The drainage of Blue Creek and the upper wuaters of Liza

Creek are underlain by serpentinized peridotite, part of a
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very large mess thut extends through the Shulaps kounteains

apnd to the northwest of ther for several miles, andl extends
also as a prominent dyke or sill down the south side of the
Yelakom River past Moha, Older rocks than the serpentine
include sediments aml volcanics whose structure and distridu~-
tion are not known. The serpentine 1s rellebly reported to be
in contact with thin-bedded, erglllaceous sediments a short
distance above the mouth of Blue Creek. |

Intrusive into the serpentine are vurious intrusive
bodles, including ~uartz-diorite (or possibly’granodiorlte),
feldspar porphyry, snd smaller felsite dykes thet in many
places shgw flow structure and are probebly equivalent to
a*askite»in composit ion. The largest mass is quartz-diorite in
which the veins are located, anparently about 4000 feet wlde,
-which 1s elongated in a north-north westerly direction and,
though much obscured by drift, may extemd about two miles in
length, though it is irregular 2nd may be discontinuous, Flat
bodies of feldspar porphyry ocour farther down Blue Creek on
the north side, end felsite dykes are seen in many places,

The mineral deposits sre quertz velns in the quartz-
dﬂ%gite near its southern end end near the serpentine contsct,
They re free-welle:d fissures, accompanied by little alteration
of the walls, trending between north 10 and north 40 degrees east,
or roughly parallel witﬁ the contact. Sperse mineralization
in crystalline end in part vuggy quartz includes pyrite, arseno-
pyrite, gelena, sphalerite, chalcopyrite, tetrahedrite, telluride
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and gold; the total percentage anpears to be very small,

.Showings
So 1little work hus been done th:t continuity end

relationship of veins have not been demonstrated clearly. So
. far as is known, there are four veins, roughly parallel, over
a width of about 300 feet und & length of 1500 feet. The
ettached rough sketch shows the distribution of them.

The eastern, or "big" vein forms a sort of stockwork
16 feet wide in which & 1little rrée gold w&é found, and is
only seen in one other place 600 feet distant where it i1s 3 to
4 feet wide. The "high-grade” veln averages about 20 inches
in width, but renges from a narrow sheer to 44 inches; gold is
found in it, particularly near the serpentine contact., Other
veins to the south cannot be correlated, but variastions in
strike, and in dip from vertical to steeply westward make 1t
even possible that some or all form a ramifying system. They
range in width between 1 end 2 feet and none but the most
superfici.l stripping has been done on them at the natursal
outcrops.

Beyond 2 bay in the contact that might represent a feault
an 8-inch vein has been located, but this cannot be correlated;
farther northwerd on the strike, over the ridge, float bearing
m~tallic gold has been diacovered. Southward the suartz-diorite
is believed to extend about 1500 to 2000 feet and & some-
what greater extent exists to the north to & plateau-like area

underlain by moraines.
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No aceursate idea cen be galned of the average value of

these veins, beyond the feset that certain known sections

are und cubtedly of high;grade. The Company reports satis-

factory velues in some other sections, but there has as yot'
been no systematic sampling. ¥uch of the visible gold is

| fine, but some is coarse.

Nothing is known of other veins, but float would
indicete the possibility of & source forther westwerd. Good
float was found to the east, but mev hsve been tramsported
eastward from this same section. MYoraine ani slide material
are so ebundant that prospecting is a1 rficult. Ploat was
found wes@ of the pess, in the basin of the headwaters of
Liza Creék, and claims hove been staked there for further

prospecting.

Conclusions

This is as yet & raw prospect, the worth of which
cannot be foretold. It does fequire tnvestigation, which the
Compeny is fully determined to give 1t.

. Prospecting on the ground is going forwerd, two
diamond drills sre ready to go in, end a winter camp is to be
built. During the winter 2 crosscut 231t about 1000 feet in
length»will be driven to tap the "big"™ vein and later the
others. .

Paoking will continue over the present route, which

is perhaps not passable sfter mid=October. The steep
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climb over the high pass is difficult ot best, on ser=
pentine talus, and in times of severe storm 1s impossible;
1t cannot serve as a2 means of access during the winter.

A trall exists up the Yalakom River that can be put
in shgpe for vefy little cost. I understand the Public Works
englnéer has been over it from Moha to Blue Creek. A crude
pack trail is renorted by the Company to extend up Blue
Sreek th:t can be put in shape for packinz by twomen 1n a
few daysi the climb from ;:.ha creek bed to the camp site will
involve a little more work, but 1t eppears that axe and
mattoock ere the only tools needed. Trails can be bullt
rapidly and easily in any pert of tﬁe general coumtry I have
seen.

The estimacted distance of the Yalakom 'route is
between 18 and 20 miles by psek trail, beyond the 25 miles of
roed from Lillooet. It would be & much easier trip than the
18 miles over the present route; and is the only possible
route at any time but part of July, August, September and
part of October. The Compeny is teking supplles in over the
- pass now, and will continue to do so until stopped by weather
beocause it is =asier to organise from the office here,

An effort is being m de to get everything for a
winter camp over the pass before snow flies, but to me it 1is
doubtful whether that will be accomplished, end in any event

there must be an emergency outlet to the Yslakom roed.

+
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Although I have not been over the route and
am not in possassion‘of any estim te of co:t 1t seems to me
that the sum of 3$500.00 will provide adequate access to
the camp at least until early next summer, when the
Company will be in a position to know whether they will go
ehead or not. Don Matheson 1s &t present in Vancouver,
8o I do not knﬁw whether or when he will apply for

assistance,
Respectfully submitted,

"M.S, Hedley"
¥ining Engineer.
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Victorla
August 29, 1941

NEW GOLD STRIKE, SHULAPS MOUNTAINS, YALAKOM RIVER AREA

The following notes are from informetlon supplied by
M. S. Hedley, following a recent examination of the
discovery:

The diseovery is on the north bank of the central or main
branch of Elue Creek, which flows north-casterly from the
Shulaps Mountains to join the Yalakom River about three
miles above the mouth of Beaverdam Creek. The main or
original discovery is at an elevation of 7475 feet, about
three miles from the head of the Creek, or four milles
from its mouth. The present camp 1s at timberline at an
elevation of 6700 feet.

The area surrounding the discovery is towards the north-
westerly end of the Shulaps lMountains in talus-covered,
heavily glaciated country that rises to ridges and summlts at
elevations between 8000 and 9000 feet.

Fresent access to the discovery is by pack-horse trall,
which lsaves the Bridge River road at Williams' Reneh,
seven miles below Minto. From there 1t is scven miles to
Liza Take where there 1s a cabin and relay point for packing.
The trail then leads up Liza Creek for six mlles to a pass,
at elevation about 7800 feet, and then down Blue Creek to
the campe.

The veins were first staked in 1934 when the whole
area was blanketed but no work was done at that time. In 1940
the veins were rediscévered by William White and Thomas
I11idge who staked two claims. William White, e graduate
of the University of Eritish Columbia, was an instructor
at the Cowichan Lav¥e tralning camp for prospectors, eonducted
by the Department of Mines under the Youth Training Plan
in 1939. Thomas Illidge was a trainee at tHs cemp. In 1941

I1lidge returned and staked two more clalms, and about the
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same time Ben Cromsr of Liza Lake staked eight claims and
Sid Wilson and John Soppit staked eight claims each,

An official of Bralorne Gold Minss Limited went in about
this time and staked eight more claims and immediately
sent company men out to cover the country. Some of the
selactad samrles showed free gold; news quickly sprsad and
soon a grsat deal of Interest was crzated 4n the discovery.

Bralorne Gold Mines Limited have acquirsd by option
the original holdings and are rgportéd to have staked in
addition some 130 to 140 claims,

By August 20th systematic stripping of the veins had
commenced and betweon fifteen and twenty men wers in
camp. Thirty head of horses were employed in packing
in supplies. Illidge is in charge of stripping operations
for Bralorne,

The arae gsurrounding the discovery is underlain by
serpentine intruded by quartz-~diorite or granodiorite,
feldspar porphyry, and smaller felsite dykes. The largest
mass 1s quartz-diorite, apparently about 4000 feet wide,
which is elongated in a northfnorth westerly direction and,
Phough much obscured by drift; may be as much as 2 miles
in length, '

The showings are quartz veins with free-walls which
cut the quartz-diorite near the southern contact of the
serpentine., The veins strike from 10 to 40 degrees east
of north, or rough%y parallel with the quartz-diorite-
serpentimne contact, The quartz is crystallized and in
part vuggy, and the sparse mineralization includes pyrite,
arsenopyrite, galena, chalcopyrite, sphalerits, tetrahedrite,

telluride and gold,

Insufficient work has been done te determine continuity
and relationship of ths different.showings. So far as known
there are four veins roughly parallel in a width of about

300 feet,
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The eastern or "blg" vein forms a sort of stockwork 16
feet wide in which a little free gold was found. This vein
is seen only in one other place 600 reet distant, where 1t
is 3 to 4 feet wide.

Thethigh-grade" vein averages a bout 20 inches in width
but ranges from a narrow fracture to 44 inches. Gold is
found 1n it, particularly near the serpentine contact.

Otner veins to the south cannot be correlated and they
appear to range in width from 1 to 2 feet.

North-easterly beyond an embayment in the quartz-diorite-
serpentine contact an 8-inch vein has been located, but at
the moment this cannot be correlated with the other showings.
Still farther northward along the strike gold-bearing float
has been discovered.

No accurate idea as yet has been gained of the average
value of the showings beyond the fact that certain known
sections are undoubtedly of high-grade. Syutciatic
sampling has not yet been done.

Nothing is known of other veins but float wuld indicate
the possibility of a source farther westward. Good float
was found to the east but may have been naturally trans-
ported from this same section. Morairc and slide material
are so abundant that prospecting is difficult.

This is a raw prospect that merits investigation, which
it 1s understood the company is fully determined to give 1t.

At presert supplics arc peiny saciked in over the Liza Creck
trail frow Brid;c River. This is a sw.ore trail only ard
during the winter months supplies will have to be packed inby
way of the Yalakom River trail frow the cra of road a1t Moha.

The latter route +i11 have to ve followed in the event
that this new discovery develops into a mining operation. Moha
is acout 25 iiles Ly roed fro. Lillooot auu.it Ig etioon 16

and 20 wiles by pack trail frow Ifohs %o iho wizcovery,

e® e to a0
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