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Ircm. Crown and Bho4a CJ.81m&

n-..h. R1Y'fdr., Vaneoulfer Island

On Apr1~ 17. liQ the wr1.tar len Aler-t &Q' with 't1fo

man ",0 exam.1ne iron aho.-inca;, .,out ai.VIIll:- m.iles:, up t.h.e naan.c.b..

R1ver. which em.pt:1es. into 'the south end or Ilmpkish Lake.

Repaa'te4 fin:a 4.uring the last :tiny year.- ha.... caused

much or 'the caunU'y in the, vicini \y of the. !rOin depoaits to be

covered. by E.. a.lmost impenetrable tangle ot" :young evergreElll and

salal brual:l. 'Be ..~ a1x days cu.-tUng; ~il. paok.1Dg -'8Up~~iaa;,

pu.tting up camp and finding the Bar'th. orebody. Old atn.pp1nga.

:rulIy gro1lll OT.... causefl much search and cona1a.E8ble wnrk to lDl

cover ",nn. We broke cc.p on May ~d and reach&6 J.ler't B81 on

May 4th. It ra1.ned 8Tary day while on the trip and two days:

were 10at because ot r&1n..

HIS'fORY::

The grQUI> ot eight. claims - Rho.cIa .. Iron c.rown. lUmp

kiah, Kl.aanch. Magnet. La:Ut1., Serc.U.ne and Vulcan - were· at.:ake4

by Jlm. lIasl..QW and the h.ther ~S~. in 18'9'1. Vihlle at li1m.pJ.d.8h

Lake I was t.old by Norman Stni tb. (Surveyor) that his graa~ath.r

from 1892 Q,n made ae~al trips nth Indians to the Klaanch

River Iron showing,a. Old man Si:nith carried: boxes of ma:tch.es and

se,t fi~s, &rO,und trying to burn. 'the f'ores1;. My Indians niaknam.ecl

him. '-Old Luc:lie-r S1n1th t 1Ul4 anssed him jaaul..arl7 as 'thaT elamber

ed. through the wet bruah. ~he claims ere: all erwwn granted. but.

with the exceptl.on or the Iron Crown and Rhoda. claims haTa re

Terted. to the ~vm - B,es sketch map or Klaanch River.
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O\lNlPlSHlP't

The ~own Gran:ted claims Iron Q:own &n.d Rho,da are in

good ll£t.and1.ng as regar4s· 'taDlS;. and L .• Manson. 24Q Hal1bur~

St. Nana1m.o t B. C;. 1& the recorded. o\t11er..

LOcnIOJI. !NA "~Sl
'fba lroa O:rown ani Rhoda claims are s1tuate4. &bout

seTen m1~.a up the. Klaaneh River. which empt.ies: into the south

and at' Kinpkish Lake., which is· a bout nrteen miles long. ~ cld

t:rai,l laau rro. the.~ south. end Q.~ A.n.utz. Lake 8J:utheasterlr

through the ~up ot e;lai.ms - about four miles to the Iron ~o..n

sh.oW'1ngs. This trail was eu"t out by us and is now ba1ng put 1n

goad shape by the Canad.1an Forest Pro ducts.,. Ltd.

'fha naaneh riY'8r is a .art :Clawing' r'1v&r ahant 60,~

.1de at; the narro1rest place 1I88Il. GoOd.enoe men can pole and

'track propar 'boat-a up.stream and shoot the river downstream. - seT

eral men have been iralltled in the river. The river f"loods and

lowers rap idly and is high.e..'t. 1.n Decem.ber..· I think 8. 2Q t

rre1.ghter canoe with a 6 p.p. kicker' end two good C8;n08 men could

freight suPJ2lles- up the r'1ver tor a camp of a1.x men or a 41amon<l

art 11. erew on the Iron ~wn.

The Canad.ian Forest Produet's.. Ltd,. tis: st.art1ng the

largest logg1-ng operation in canada. J.. standard. gaU&- lQg;1.Dg

railroad is' near-"ry completed ~ODl Englewoo:d, Beaver Coye {five

miles: rrom Alert Ba:y, B•.a.l to the north end of liimpk1111:t Lake.

From 'the s"Qu'th end of Nlm.pld..ah Lake a rail rQ,ute has. been au;r

veyael along the east. sid. or 'the Ua.aneh. River. I wras told by

Mr. F. I. Bu.ckl.and - res1<1-.t engineer - that: the ra1lrQai 1I11~

pass With1a /50Qt of the riTar a.cross; trom the Iron Crom claim.
:,::
~

~
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'tba,t, 1s. within 1000' of tb.e iron showing and lu:moss:: t.he- riftX'..

Buckl.antl al-so told. me a spur .il~ cross: the ri...m: about" 50

eba.1ns, upstre8Dlt''rom the: iron shan.Dog,,, Mr. H. Picrket",. A.c.crount

ant. - told. me that;, 1 t 1s. plann,ed. to build a c'omplet.e town 01'

from :r'ive huna.xed to ona thous,end people at a po:int, sboat twent.y

miles ups.tream. from N.1mp,tiah Lake.. Plans ara t.o l.og one mfllion

r.at. a <1&7. a:et~ a yeer. :rbr tort¥ year's... The t'artb.ea.'t. Qr final.

bam nIl be n1n&:q milea. The r.o ad. ia axpe.c'tect to be t1n1she4

past the I.ro,n ~own by next. 1Il1.ntar.

On 'th.8. west. aida or the IUeanah Rivar they are nowt

building a. t,ruek road to I.og ort.' II lim1 ted amount 0,( timber

about 95 years old-. Thi& truck 'road. iit e~eeteQ. 'to end. about.

6.Q c:h&1.n& N.W. of the Iron Crown as; tLuci:t"er t 8m1 th d.eurtroye4

mos't of the timber in t,he nclnit.y ot" the magne'tt te bod,ies.

The loga will. be dumped into Nlmpltlsh Lake IF to....a
'to the nort.h and. or the' Lake,. and then loaded and haule:cl to

sal.t ..at,ex. From BeaYer Go.. the logs: w11~ be ~owedi to: 'lanoou

ver and. likely Pugat.. SoUlld. Later it is intende·d t,Q 'build the

railroad. tl.'om the ma.u.th of the Klaanah River IllQng the east

shora of Nimpltish Laka making a eontinuous:, rail baul. to aalt,

nt.sr'.

On the, enclosed map (N1mpkis,h Weat" hal.t'l \he ap

proximate. ~oaa.tion of the n:1.1:roao... truck road and~ is:

plotted.

GEOLOGY::

The eight ela1m.s -..ere stakecl a.long at lfJIea1oJle

wlc:an1e cantaet,. The; Rhoda is the most aouthe.ast.erly cd-a!Ja,
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with the Iron arown a1i.jo1n1ng to t.ba Northll8&1:.. On the e.nol.osed

geologica~ map {N.~ld.ah .• We&'t halt'l I hays plot'C;e4 the ap:grox

1matoe pos! tiOR or the lro,n C3:-om an~ Rhoda elaims and also the

a1x l.apsed c:l.a1m&.

GW:1D:1.ng - SJamtarr Report; Gao. SurTeY. aanada 1.92.9 

in d.aaa.r.1bing 'the KI.'.:ncm c;eoup st,a:t;aa, -

ft()n 'the property a zone. or magp.eti te 1I1.th minor

Cl.uant1ties. ot silica:t••• pyrtt~ and chalco;pyrite oe·<Wra, as: a. re

placement, a.t. the contac.' or llmes:tone on the souuhwe·st. and bas;ic

~lcaniC'a on the northeaat.. The e.ontae't' 'tren.d& north••a:terl!"

through tile m1dQle of the groa]? and is poorly expose«. but haa

be·en p!cke~cl up in aewral pilaees' at outcrops or br open cuts; and

1I1nza& :r'ar about. 9.000 t'tr.. At the. S.E. end of the g~up the

'YO 1can i 0:. are intrudaci by It s'tock 0 f ~anoQ1or1 ta. 'lb.. wr1'tar

did not examine the B.hoda, Iron crown or Nimpk1sh ~1&1m&. bu't

in a areek bed. a f"e1[ :r..-t was:t; of the Nj..mpk1ah RiTer. on the

Kla.'nch claim. abundatrt ma~eUt'e containing 1n:egular ~lL

q,uan.ti ti es: 0 r pyrite ani. TC:Y: l1t'tie, chal.eopyr1t e' 1s partly ex

posed. T,ha magnet.1"te Qa:cura as: dissem.ina'&icins in "Olo;&uics,

and f'airly pure replacen..-t bodias. up to ten :r'e,st, or more in

tid..th in c:rys,:talline lime s:tane.

On the: aajoin1ng Sardine claim to ~he north....., nQ

e~QSure& ware, ~bund..

But on the next; 0:1aim, the Magp.e.t. an old Bhatt ani.

open cut, e:x;posa tile m111enlizaci zane for a 1Ii.4til ot 25". rt

aonaill"'ta or mfll1let1t'e 8D.c1. more pyr-1.te than lIll& observe. aD. the

n&atch and. is at;: the .... wlcan1c--llme'stone contaet, ..h1eh here:

_ens to be st.snding ttJ.us't Tert1eaI..
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On t.he SarQ.1ne., j'ttst northeas;:ta, of tha, Lett tia J i t

is report.e4.. that mineral1zat1oD. has been unenTere.Q... but the.

old. aut.1i could not be· fO'llD.4 ..

On the next a,laia, the Vulcan. natt' the: SQu'th...;t,

bo,und~J', there 1s, •• -.all.. Qnt.c:rop or <r.wtr'tz and. pyr:1t~. This'

showing 1s probably tour or fiY'a feet Wi.de and contains a 11t

tle che.lcQpyrtte ana maSJ,tet,it·e. A ....ple or the rieher' pyr1,

t 1e material Iaa co llec.ta<i - .Au.. 'fr. - A.g. Tr.. - Cu. Q4.5~,.

The deposit 1- appar8l'lt~y or 1mportanct only as a

potential source of maiJ18t.i 'Ca. 'fhe =heap :tram heavy magna.

t1t. min8raliza't,ion a't; t.he 3.E. and. near the ~ocl1.J'1te. to

slli.C'.-ous, pyri 'tie materia~ on the N•••. f'ar1her a'\U.y trom the

grano'ellor'ita is: inte'rest1ng andmtallOrthy."

T,he emc:~os.ed map (acale 30': - ~tt') showa about &l.l

out~pa in th.e nein1.ty ~' the orebod,i.&s seen. by the niter-.

S¥enite outcrop&. to t:he north nang tihe riv'er' baDk to 1Itth~

abou.t '75 t at.' the In8&JleUt.e bo4.y an.d. al ong' the, r1Tar 'baDk, to

the S.E:.. greensta.ne ou:temps f"or over SO(l;t' a·.E:. The gre,E;

s.tone app••ra to 'be 1at«n1a41ate. to, basdo wlcanies and near

the magn.e:.ttt'e bodies is much :tract.ured and altEtre6. cont,&11t....

1.ng ep:tclote and pfr'i te. The ~eenstone occurring 1Jt the a,g

ne;'U:te bodies: ia, d1ke11ke in t'orm. but in terture,. etc•• loaks

to be iden"tical wi th the ~ounding greens.'to.ne and 1. thQught;

to be inc:l,usi ons: of' t,he count:ry rock in the ara. '!he ao'ftlrecl

11mestone - green:s:tone contac't judgUlg bJ' fl.oat· 18 about, 5Q.t'

o,r '15' B.W'. Q:t the aout14 oreoo,~. ~e magnetite bo41.. exposed

are· ena.l.ased in greenstoaa..
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North MameU:ta Boor:

The north- mBfPlaU't:. b.ady outcrops an the. south

bar.tk at' 't,he riTer' nth bJ..~ at magnet.1.te· from: 15" to Z5"

high with dri.:r~ crover1ng: the ~t1er s~opeaJ and the, h1ghea:t.~

out.ero·~ about l.OQt a.bova. 'the rl~. A dike or 1nc1W11.aa Q,t'

green&,tolle abou.t 5- nia ti..Pll·1ng abou.t: 25· S.W. e.ut., aeross

'the magne'tite bo.C\Y. Due, to overburden the di..p ot this Dad.7

could not be, ascerta1ne4., butt I en i.na~1ned to think the. bodr

dips S.W. poss1b,ly leas· than 45~·. Sa samples {fi? to., 12. in-·

c.lua1'Vie} ~e. taken .·s, shom OD. map an.d aa.sayed by Q.•S. El

4r1ciga ma. Co. t Yen coU'ftlZ'.

Sample 17 ~ F. oa.!J1'.. Phos.-Trace
~ El' - Ir. 65.~
tt: 9 - Fe 62..~
• lQ - Fe 6O.~... Phos .-Trace Sul.tur 0.50%
It; II. - Fa 59.~ - Phos..•-Traca Stll.!'Ur 0.28~
• :La - Fe 6~'.9%
Oompo,site Sample.S;: Nos:. 7-8:-9-1.2 Sult'Ur O.O~

Some pyri te' was noted in the; magJletiue,. th.e: pyrite being mora

noticeable near' the eontacta with the grefJ'Jlstone:." Float round

in the small- ereek lad to the uncovering of the outarop trom

Which sam.ple #.12. was·; taken. The' magne.t:l te bo.dy. if continuo'us,

between thes.a outcrops,.. 14, about 3:QO" ~ong and f'rom l5 t to 90 t

1r.ide (see map seale 30 ".1- and e.:r:oss.-s:ection). It the b.~

dips ve~t.ic:aJ.~y it 1s, I think. aet'$~ to es,timate;, that :froll

50,000 tons~ to 60.000 tons of are can be easlq and chsap~

mined. by open out methods,. and. ~ikely ~ad1ng about 60>~ Fa.

South Jl!ip.a't1.t EJ B96.1":

'l'.he s:outh 1)Qiy ll.~s abo'ut 4Q:Q;t' S.ll:. of and appareat.

IT par·~el.1ng the nor1h b0C7 a.t, an e:le.Tation or l.'1St' t.o OYer

2Q,Qt: ab.ave the r1ver. the QUtemp.s: shown an the map ere all
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tha;,'t wer'e........ The clutcmp's. af"ter baing unoovered were rust;y Be.

show-ed. considerable decomposed silleat:ea, and some· pyr1.te. Six

sample.a, £11 to Iii inc:. I ~. t,aken as shown on 'the map.

Composite - auLrer 0.03%Sample fil - Jr.. is.~ )
ft; 2: - Fa. 64. "'~ )

• 5 - y&. 6&.~

ft: 4: - Fe.. '2.1~ )
ft 5 - :Fe. 65.•g~ )
tt: 6 ... I!:a.· 6.1.~ )

Phos..Trac:&; -

G:omposi'te -

ft·

ft

o.o~

0.12,

The aboft res:ul:ts: tram. the sa.uth body eausad. c,ona1darable surprise

as. samples #4.. fl6.· and, Iii: ...ere. expecrted to aTerage' about 45~ F$

\Iith samples: tit. Hz and. Il:b running somewha t highex'. 'fWD small ir

regular ae.1d dikes: aut the ltlIIg.tla'tl te at Semple 11 and. 1nc:~us1Qns;

ot' greenstone occur sa shoWl'l ne'er Sample Ii's. The other' plaae:s. un

covered. should be: about the aam.e grade' a.s, the samples,.. Ifhe uncov

ered aut cmps ind-ioate: a magnetite,;. body 500," long by poaad.bly 90 t

.id.e at:rildng southea.s.t.erly 111th an unknown amount: a:r inelude4

greenstone as' sho\lIl near Sample #.3,.

J4agp.etometct ¥!p. l§' :&. L1n4eman::

Our results were p:lottecl on the enclosed magJ1&\mnater

map made: by LinclElm8n 1906, wi th int.eresting results,.. D1f't'erenee

in el.eva.:tion o~ readings:. ma,gne'tite naat on hill.s1des.,. ti.kes;

and Inolmied greenstone would be expec"te;d to make magnet-ie sur'

veys difficult to 1nt~rat: in mounta1nuous; CQun~. Ro..e~t

Linc1amant s map taken 1n ao:njuneti..on w:Lth plot't;ed OU'tCNpIl mel

assays inilaa,t:as. the t, the SQ,uth body is 50% ~Q,nger'. or 1. two

bod.ies~ on stzika. L:l..!tdemant:a msp also Inneates a Qet1tr'al body

or bodies: 0'[' _gnet1.te- 1J"1ng' under Qr1~t..
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StlJllltfARy .AJ:m. CONCLUSI.QNS

'llh.1& exemi'nati..on bait. I think. ind,1.cated. and 1.nQ1.ca't

ad ~1. that: two magnet1.ta bQcl1&E exist- on 'the Iron G.rown. c~aimt

~..d1.ng abOu.t 00% Fe' wi'th negligible. phosphorus and a aultUr

oon'tent. ranging fiO,m O.Q~. ta Q.~ and ~ike17 &Ter&ging. abo.ut.

Q.•QB5~ aultUr. The north ba.ely ha:s' an ind1eat.ed araa ot.. about.

13.000. &q.uare t'eet and t.,ba south. body about teha same &rea. Both

bad.ies, aont!dn included 'lEaste roak. but: ll.k.ely not enough to

e&use sertoU& dirt1 cu.lt.y in mining.. Lindeman ~ s magna1iometer mal>

indicates that.· t;.he south m.agp.e't1t;e, bo,dy 1s possibly 50%.. large:a='

and that; a th.ird. irif"'t-coTered magnet1.te: body lias betwaan the

north and s,.oath bodi~ 'fh.e abaTe ind.ic·ano·na. nll. haTe to be'

proved by stripping; and 4iamond drilLing. From the north. ma~

net,ita body it is thought that from 50.,000 to 60.000 'tons can

be won ~uiakly and cheaply mined by a.pen C.uti. .& powered jig,

ba.a:k tram would clump the ore: into a bin on a siding, :rrom the

loggtng: railroad ac.TOS& the ri.~.

I think the Iron Crown and Rhoda elaims shoul.d be. op

tioned aner soma claims: staked northwa,s;;'erLy alo;ng tha green-

stona-limexs~t;one cantaat. The Ce.nadian Eores;t Produets Ltcl.....

should. I think. be approached ab-au-c t;ranspo.r't1ng 'the iron airEl'.

Mr.. F. W;: .. Kirkland is Manag.er at Englewood. B. C.•

A. sm.al.~ crreW' S;~P12'1ng for a ti.ma would 1.1k:e.ly y1.eld.

some, inttlrmat.:ion t but the shOWing,S" we uld undQubtedQ..y ha:we 'to

be cliamand Qr1.lle4.

~ 15 .. 1942..
Vancouvc'.B.C;. D. 11. O.J.MimO.N
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