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Re: Esperanzo Val l e y  Claim (92K/3e) 

I n  r e p l y  t o  your memo o f  May 10th I enclose a retyped copy 
o f  my 1977 memo t o  Nick Car ter ,  then Senior P ro jec t  Geologist .  I have 
heard no th ing  from or o f  M r .  Clayton o r  Mrs. Wilson s ince  I wrote him. 

The area bounded by the  i s l a n d  Highway, Discovery Passage, 
and t h e  Brown Bay and Elk Bay roads does no t  seem t o  have received much 
exp lo ra t ion .  
a l e i s u r e l y  dr ive- through would i n d i c a t e  some p o t e n t i a l .  
showings have been repor ted j u s t  n o r t h  o f  the Brown Bay road. 
shows a quar tz  d i o r i t e  s tock  extending northwest f rom the  n o r t h  s lope 
o f  M t .  Menzies, and my f i n d i n g  a g r a n i t i c  body f a r t h e r  south may i n d i c a t e  
t h a t  the  s tock cont inues beneath Karmutsen rocks and send sca t te red  
apophyses through them. Th is  would be a favourable environment f o r  
skarn deposi ts.  

The-weak m i n e r a l i z a t i o n  t h a t  I found i n  the  course o f  
Two small 

C a r l i s l e  

There should be no ser ious mining problems, The area i s  
i n  1977 the re  was a sma1.1 logg ing  camp a t  Elk almost unpopulated: 

Bay, Clayton 's  b u i l d i n g s  j u s t  south o f  McMullen Po in t ,  and Adams Resort 
on Brown Bay. 
A' small-tonnage m i l l  could probably be s i t e d  on t h e  shore and discharge 
t a i l i n g s  i n t o  Disc.overy Passage, bu t  a l a rge  m i l l  might have to be 
s i t e d  on a bench where . the t a i l i n g s  could be impounded. 
be some d i f f i c u l t y . o b t a i n i n g  the  r i g h t s  t o  enough 'creek water t o  
supply t h e  mill- 

Logging o f  the  area should now be almost f i n i shed .  

There might  

G.E,P. Eastwood 

GEPE/d 1 b 
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fie sy/& NAY 1 / 7 P  
TO: N.C.. Car ter  Date: June 23, 1977 

Our File: 

Esperanzo Va l ley  c la im  - owned by Mrs. I rene  Wilson o f  Campbell R iver .  
\ 

Th is  i s - a  new-sty le c la im  o f  3 u n i t s ,  a f f i rmed  t o  have been 
located A p r i l  27 - May 3 ,  1976. The l o c a t i o n  shown i s  west o f  McMullen 
Po in t , -wh ich  i s  8 m i l e s  n o r t h  o f  Menzies Bay, which i n  t u r n  i s  8 m i les  
northwest o f  Campbell Ri.ver. . 

On August 12, 1976, Mrs.  Wilson, brought several  boxes o f  

me. The host  rock i n  some samples i s  Is, which i n te res ted  me, because 
no 1s i s  known i n  t h i s  area. I cou ld  n o t  v i s i t  her  p roper ty  u n t i l  
September because o f  o the r  f d  commitments. She would be involved w i t h  
a f e i l d  camp u n t i l  mid-September, and when I telephoned her a f t e r  t h a t  
date she had had in f luenza and was i n  no shape to  go in.to the  f i e l d .  
We agreed t h a t  t he  e a r l y  p a r t  o f  th-e week would s u i t  us both, so I asked 
her to  l e t  me know.which week would s u i t  here, and I would make the  
t r i p  up from V i c t o r i a .  I heard no th ing  from her a l l  w in te r .  I wrote 
her on June 2, 1977,. then telephoned on June 10, both w i thout  response. 
I then tracked her down i n  her t r a i l e r  c o u r t  on my way up-Is land on 
June 14th. She explai.ned t h a t  she had been away a t tend ing  the  funera ls  
o f  her unc le  and son-in-law. W e - t e n t a t i v e l y  arranged t o  go i n  t o  look  
a t  her showings on June 23rd. On the  22nd, a f t e r  the  coal  tour ,  I c a l l e d  
on her again, bu t  she had her handicapped son w i t h  her and c o u l d n ' t  
leave him. So I decided t o  t r y  to f i n d  the  showings mysel f .  She d i r e c t e d  
me to  N o r i e l s  camp on E l k  Bay, t e l l i n ' g  me t o  go r i g h t  t o  C h a r l i e ' s  
shack, then t u r n  south along the  shore road u n t i l  i t  climbed and crossed 
a creek on a l o g  br idge. When I asked her where the  showings are,  
she sa id  "you a r e  r i g h t  there  - a t  the  br idge. ' '  

@.-%&%ck i n  t o  Fraser Shepherd, who i n  t u r n  r e f e r r e d  her w i t h  them t o  

On June 23rd I stopped a t  the  cabin on Elk Bay and spoke t o  
a man I assume was Char l i e  Green. He d i d  n o t  know where the  showings 
are,  but  thought they might be down near t h e  beach, beside Clayton 's  
place, and d i r e c t e d  me there.  I stopped a t  the  109 b r idge  and found 
the creek f l ow ing  over a boulder pavement through grave ls ,  w i t h  no bed- 
rock anywhere around. I drove down t o  the  beach and c a l l e d  on Harry 
Clayton and h i s  w i f e  Nancy. He i s  a r e t i r e d  logger who knows the  country  
w e l l ,  and they have. been l i v i n g  there  p a r t  o f  the year for  the  past  
7 years. He had seen l imestone a t  Blubber Bay, and was sure the re  was 
none o f  t h a t  rock on or  near Mrs. Wi lson 's  c la im. He was c e r t a i n  t h a t  
no new road cu ts  i n  the  recent years had exposed m i n e r a l i z a t i o n  any- 
where i n  the  v i c i n i t y .  He had seen py r i t e -bear ing  specimens a t  Mrs .  
Wilson 's  i n  Campbell River,  bu t  had no t  seen her take any from her c la ims. 
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He could only lead me to a couple of her claim posts down the beach. 
They turned out to be the final posts o f  the old-style claims 
Esperanza3 and Esperanzo Valley, located November 26, 1974. Clayton 
recalled that an inspector had come in with her in 1974, and she had 
been unable  t o  show him any more posts, so he had told her the claims 
were not properly located. No auxiliary post could be found nor any 
cut or  blazed line where the south boundary o f  the new-style claim 
should intersect the beach. 

Harry Clayton explained that he has a special-use permit 
from the B . C .  Forest Service, renewable annually, on a plot with 600 
feet of shoreline. His'son tried to get an adjoining plot, extending 
northeast to McMuIlen Point, but was told all such applications f o r  
spec.ia1-use permits were being frozen pending review o f  policy by the 

. owned the surface rights, including the access road built by Clayton, 
, Forest Service. Shortly thereafter Mrs. Wilson announced that she now 

apparently being unaware that mineral claims at best carry only minimal 
and subordinate surface rights. 

I decided that the only other thing that could be done in 
the field was'to try to find the legal post shown at the southwest corner 
of the claim. 
sibly the Norie road. leading through from the log bridge and the top 
o f  Clayton's road to the Brown Bay road. Clayton drew me a sketch 
of this road, and between it, the topographic 1:50,000 map, and the 
claim map I was able to approximate where the legal post should be. 
No post was found. 

I guessed that it.would probably be beside a road, pos- 

Some interesting geology was seen incidentally. Along the 
beach around the more southerly 1974 post the Karmutsen bedrock is ex- 
tensively exposed and consists of coarse volcanic breccia. It appears 
to be very fresh, 1ack:ingepidote and any other signs of alteration. 
Almost directly uphill, however, on the main Norie road, a small road- 
side quarry exposes a flat-lying shear zone along which the massive 
Karmutsen has been altered to garnet-epidote skarn containing minor 
disseminated chalcopyrite. About a mile to the south, sluggish ditch- 
water is heavily charged with iron oxide, the soil overlying Karmutsen 
outcrop is even redder than usual, and in one cut joint surfaces in 
the bedrock are stained 'with malachite and azurite. This weak min- 
eralization is. immediately adjacent to the sheared contact with a 
previously unmapped (?) granitic intrusion. 

The record form shows that a credit of $100 from abandonment 
of the previous claims, record nos. 37944-46, was applied on August 12, 
1976, and that an additional $800 worth of physical work was declared 
and applied at the same time. 

G.E.P. Eastwood 

cc: E.W. Grove 
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