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The Congress proper ty  i s  l oca ted  6 k i lomet res  nor th-nor theast  o f  the town 
o f  Gold Br idge, on the no r th  shore o f  Carpenter Lake, west o f  the lower 
sec t ion  o f  Gunn Creek. 
Pioneer mine which operated from 1879 t o  1971 y i e l d i n g  8.32 m i l l i o n  T o f  
ore grading 0.5 oz o f  go ld  and 4 oz o f  s i l v e r .  

The reg ion  was made famous by the Bralorne- 

The h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  Congress proper ty  began i n  1913 when the  Congress v e i n  
was staked. I n  those e a r l y  years 800 tonnes o f  ore was shipped. Mine 
development from 1934 t o  1937 cons is ted  o f  three a d i t  l e v e l s .  
Creek Min ing Co. managed the proper ty  between 1945 and 1950 developing 
three add i t i ona l  l e v e l s .  I n  subsequent years exp lo ra t i on  focused on 
e i g h t  t a rge ts  which inc luded the Congress mine and several  m inera l i zed  
zones - the  Lou Zone, Howard Zone, Hard Zone, Gunn Zone and Paul Zone. 
The Hard ve in was discovered i n  1959 by Ern ie  Howard and t h i s  was 
fo l lowed by a d iamond-dr i l l  program by Wulfen Resources i n  1960. 
Ray Rock Exp lo ra t i on  L td .  completed d r i l l i n g  on the new Paul Zone. 
the l a t e  1970's Congress Resources gained con t ro l  o f  the proper ty  and 
re tu rned t o  the  Hard ve in  as the main exp lo ra t i on  ta rge t .  
Resources acqui red the proper ty  i n  the e a r l y  1980's a t  which t ime the  Lou 
Zone s o i l  anomaly was discovered. 
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The geologica l  s e t t i n g  on t h e  Congress proper ty  cons is ts  o f  a 
wedge-shaped b lock o f  Middle T r i a s s i c  Br idge River  vo lcanic  and 
metasedimentary rocks surrounded by o lder  (Paleozoic ? )  cher ts .  P i l l owed  
and amydaloidal greenstones on the  proper ty  are c u t  by gabbro i n t r u s i o n s  
and young n o r t h e r l y  t rend ing  and nor thwester ly  t rend ing  porphyry dykes 
( i n c l u d i n g  a l b i t i t e s )  A nor thwest- t rending melange assemblage bounds 
the  proper ty  on the nor theas t  above Gunn Creek. 

The geologica l  s e t t i n g  and m i n e r a l i z a t i o n  d i f f e r s  comparing the Congress 
proper ty  w i t h  Bralorne. 
arc  Br idge River  assemblage whereas the Bralorne mine i s  s i t u a t e d  on 
Cadwal lader  arc-type vo lcanic  rocks.  
wide and enr iched i n  sulphides (up t o  10 per cent)  whereas the Bra lorne 
veins are commonly narrow and su lph ide poor. 

The Congress proper ty  i s  under la in  by the back 

The Congress veins are genera l l y  
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Total  ore reserves ca l cu la ted  f o r  the  Congress proper ty  amount t o  669,677 
T grading 0.24 oz o f  gold. 
m inera l i zed  i n te rsec t i ons  on the  Howard, Lou, Congress and Paul Zones. 
The Lou Zone which began as a s o i l  anomaly has been s t r i pped  revea l ing  
sheared b a s a l t i c  rocks c u t  by a l a r g e  porphyry dyke con ta in ing  
quar t z -ca l c i t e  veins.  The tone i s  65 fee t  wide and 1800 f e e t  long. This 
conta ins  37,527 T o f  ore averaging 0.08 oz o f  gold.  Some h igh grade pods 
o f  ore w i t h  s t i b n i t e  and arsenopyr i te  concentrat ions assay as much as 0.5 
oz o f  go ld  per  1. 
minera l i zed  i n t e r s e c t i o n  i n  a1 t e r e d  gabbro ( con ta in ing  much s e r i c i t e  and 
a n k e r i t e ) .  Bob 
Ser iphim gives a much d i f f e r e n t  est imate o f  10 t o  20,000 T w i t h  very 
e r r a t i c  grades. 

This  i s  aggregated from the s i g n i f i c a n t  

The Howard Zone consis ts  o f  a 6-foot-wide, 1600-foot 

Estimated tonnage i s  294,934 T grading 0.33 oz o f  gold. 

The Congress mine cons is ts  o f  2 mi les  o f  underground workings on three 
narrow s teep ly  p lunging ore shoots. The veins cross the contac t  from 
greenstone t o  cher t .  
f i ssu res  i n  the vo lcanic  rocks t o  the more open f i ssu res  i n  the cher t .  
According t o  most recent  est imate 99 216 T o f  ore remain i n  the mine 
grading 0.20 oz gold. 
40 t o  50,000 T grading 0.25 t o  0.3 o z / L  

Ore grades decrease markedly from the t i g h t  

Bob Ser iphim quotes more conservat ive reserves o f  

The Paul Zone i s  loca ted  on a steep c l i f f  face no r th  o f  Gunn creek. 
Veins occur i n  north-south s t ruc tu res  i n  greenstones and p o r p h y r i t i c  
rocks bounded by an a l t e r e d  melange assemblage t o  the nor th .  
ore reserves are 92,000 T grading 0.28 oz/T gold. 

Estimated 

M e t a l l u r g i c a l  t e s t  on the  Congress ore gives poor previous metal 
recover ies owing t o  the f ine-gra ined nature o f  the sulphides. 
t h a t  go ld  i s  mainly t i e d  i n  w i t h  a rsenopyr i te  and s i l v e r  w i t h  s t i b n i t e .  
Bac te r ia l  leaching my be a s o l u t i o n  t o  t h i s  problem. Pre l im inary  
leach ing  t e s t s  show a 91% recovery f o r  go ld  and 56% recovery f o r  s i l v e r .  
Custom m i l l i n g  would prov ide the necessary ore feedstock f o r  continuous 
operat ions.  

It appears 
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