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CLOVER LEAF TALC PROPERTY, RUBY CREEK 

92H/5E ~ 49" 21.61' - 121" 37.05' 

A small showing of talc occurs 2 metres above high water level about 5 metres 

west of Ruby Creek, 1,000 metres upstream from the bridge over Highway 7. The 

bridge i s  17 kilometres northeast of Agassiz. The talc i s  reported to be on the 

Clover Leaf No. 1 mineral claim (no stakes were seen) registered in  the name 

of Wil l iam E. Harvey. The showing can be reached by driving 1,500 metres by 

road northwest from the bridge through I .R. No. 2 to the first road forks. From 

a point 100 metres northeast along the east fork i t  i s  about 350 metres east by 

trail through the bush to the talc expopre a t  the creek. 

\ 

The showing i s  in a dri f t  covered area where exposures are poor and much of 

the visible rock i s  loose, in masses as much as 5 to 7 metres in  diameter. 

wha t  l i t t le  can be seen i t  would appear that the talc forms a lens about 10 metres 

thick between chlorit ic phyl l i te wallrocks that strike nearly north and dip deeply 

east. A length of at  least 70 metres i s  indicated by outcrops of talc that were 

seen. Possible extensions north and south -would be covered 

more of  overburden. The regional geologica I map of the area (G. S.C. ~MUQ 737A, 

Hope) indicates the area as one with many small basic and ultrabasic bodies 

scattered through metamorphosed sedimentary and volcanic rocks. The talc i s  

most l ikely analterat ion \ product of one of  these ultrabasic bodies. The actual 

size of the talc mass cannot be predicted from available information. 
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A crude opencut has been blasted in what appears to be talc " in  place." 

The excavation i s  about 10 metres wide and 15 metres long in  a northerly 

direction along the strike of foliation in the talc. Rock a l  n 

cut, the apparent walls of the talc, are highly metamorphosed volcanic or 

sedimentary ,rocks now cqnsisted of chlorit ic phyll ite. A few metres downstream 

a bluff  ,of quartz-biotite phyl l i te has a foliation that strikes north 7 degrees east 

and dips steeply east. Large blocks of phyl l i te and ultrabasic rocks form the * 
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bank northward up the creek. One smallwutcrop of alc, apparently "in place," 

was found 70 metres north o f  the cut. Pyroxpi te forms a bluff about 30 metres 

higher than and 50 metres northwest qf the t a L .  

The talc visib1.e in the cut ranges in colour from cream to dark greenish grey 

and weathers rusty to greenish. In the exposure the surface i s  highly fractured and 

slickensided. A thin section consisted of 25 per cent tremolite-actinolite, 5 per cent 

black metallic (mostly magnetite) , and talc. When powdered i t  was off white to grey. 

A thin section from the north outcrop consisted mainjy o f  talc with black metall ic 

grains. I t  was dark greenish greydr >weathered greenish, and formedxm off-white 

powder. N o  exposure was large or fresh enough to give a good indication of what 

size of unfractured blocks could be quarried from the deposit. Some loose pieces up 

to 6 inches thick were noted. 

A dr i l l  site was seen just off the south end of the cut. The dr i l l  platform was 

collapsed and overgrown with moss. Debris covered the site and the actual dr i l l  

hole was not seen so the orientation-could not b e - m e w j d .  N o  core was seen. 

A crude core log submitted with a-1-970 exploration form des 

on the Clover Leaf No. 1 claim that went through 204 feet-of h - k o n . a  33 degree 

dip north" (see attached). I f  this i s  the same hole, then a north dip would be 

along the apparent strike and would indicate the depth but not thickness of the 

talc. 

. 

Unless some market unknown to me can be proven, I can see l i t t le  value to 

the deposit a t  this time other than possibly as a small operation to supply blocks 

for the local carving fraternity. This, of course, i f  the rock i s  free from fractures 

below the sirface. Such a market I would consider to be very limited. 






