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?J N[‘ 6 "70 | 0? | August 10th, 1959,

_:‘Dr. ﬁartley Sargent,
‘Chief; Mineralogical Branch,
Department of M.’mes, o
Victoria, B-G- B :

Dear Dr. Sargent. o
SN Y I examined 'bhe "Big Ben" property on ‘Aug. 6, 7 and 8.

On the éth Mn Williams, the owmer, and Mr. R.R. .Steiner, who airected’ ,che I

more ) "",cent uork, ahoueol me the various workings and exposures. On the 7th
end Sth Harkham and I p]ane-tabled the area. I enclose a map given ne by

Hr. Steinev' uhich ahOHB the general layout;

The rocke are agglomerabes, tuffs and ‘sandstones of the

Dewdney: creek group str.’xking fairly mxifom..y SSO“ E and dipping about

70° S.W. They are distnmbed by atrike faults, which mostly are ‘bedding plane
faults, and 4n one instmca B fairly strong fault shrikmg R 75° E and” dipping V_ '
80° S.E. was observed uith one of the bedding faults. A 5ill of basic -diorite -
or gabbro occu.rs at the falls on Gameron creek, Steiner said the same rock
occurs un the Big Ben cr'eek fans but he uas unable to point. it out and,

| although some sharp boulders are thera, I uaa not. able to £ind it in place. -

' The mineralization occurs as ‘sulphide fract.ure ﬁllinvs

in and near  the badding plane faults. The au].phidea very in proportion from
place to plaoe, they are pyrlte, araenopyrita, sphalerita, pyrrhotita, |
chalcopyrit.e. Samples were taken at the better shouings and a la.stwill be o
sent to yon later. Tlm batter ehowings are up to about 4 2t. in widt.h, but f

these are Pou. They are tension fracture fillings and, in consequence, are 1ensy.




.here oould answer the rore .’mmediata questiona nnd, I . sure, Batisfy Mr.

They are found in'and near the feults. Sulphides also are found distributed
through the sadiments and in one instance t.here wag enough sphalerite showing
in ~ ten foot thick aog}.omerat.e bed to make it vorth sampling. .
TR The rocka show 1ittle alteration, the sulphides eithar
are in limited quantity or in 1enses of too emall Bize to constitute ora '
bodies» I do not. think the present ahowings are likely to make a mine. E ;

RRRRN T On bhe other hand, it must bo admitted that some’ of the D
Bhoui.ngs are good enough to juatify mom surface uork around them. There |
is always the posslblliby that they might ba frequent enough along one or -

other of ’che .:tronger faults to mako Low grade ore. i’oo, *Lhe 1927 Annual B
Baport notes *bha'b many of the Bhowinga appear to widen u:!.th dept.h. It. is_
because oi‘ this sta‘bement, according to Hr Williams, tha.‘t. he and his now

-deceased partnars held ‘Lhe property for thirty odd yeara. h There ia, therefore,

both practical and mora]! grounds for allou:mg more. mrface uork despite the now -

y : Suri ace uork from the Big Ben Creek shouings uest oould
be done uith 1ittle or no damage to the park. The t.nees are fire-killed o
and of no Value of any Lind, emept posaibly for- pulpwood Bulldozer t.renchingk

Hilliama. o DA . R
R I hc»pe this outlin-"e:'iidﬂ}_. serve for the moment. e

- Yours truly,

"N.D. McKechnie"
Mineral Engineer.
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August 20th, 1959,

Mrs H.D. mxeotmie

- o/o General Delivery,
HOPG’ B.G. .

Dear_ Mr. MoKechnies

_ In regard to tho "Big Ben" property,
somewhat limited search has not enabled e to turn up the

1927 note 1in the Anhusl Report to which you referes In

cage I should not see you in the near future I ghould be

glad of specific reference or at least refercnce to the

property namne, -

Yours truly,

He Sargent,
HS3md

Ohief, Hineralonioal Branoh.;
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M.'l'nv PQJ- Mulcahy,
Deputy Minister of Mines,
- BUILDINGS, * August 20th

Re: "Big Ben" property, Hope-Princetcm

T Attaohed please f£ind a copy of a letter dated August 10th
from Mr. McKechnie to myself which serves as an interim report
based on an ‘examination that he made August 6-8 on the "Big Ben"
property.: - The: repor‘h is accompanied by a map obtained from Mr.

: Steiner. &

H. Sargent, :
: chief, Hineralogical Branch.
HSsmd .~ =
Encl: Report and Map
‘"Big Ben" property

59.




FIELD OFFICE: BOX 72, SILVERTON, B. <. Flb O, E: BOX 223, BLAIRMORE, ALTA.
/ ROBERT R. STEINER, B.A., M:Ex.C., M.C.LM.M.
aw L. 5 PROFESSIONAL ENGINEER (ALBERTA) P " )
fon /s€- Y0  areragt s

HEAD OFFICE: Es” W 37TH AVE., VANCOUVER 13, B.C.
2097 '

September 17, 1959.
Mr. N.D. McKechnie,
Department of Mines,
Mineralogical Branch,
Vietoria, B.C.

Dear Sir:

Would it now be possible for you to send me a copy of your report
on the Big Ben, (Manning Park), property? I need it now to present my case to
the Chief Gold Commissioner, with regard to getting my claims, which adjoin the
Big Ben group, allowed. It will also be used to show why the Big Ben group is
worthy of exploration.

I have been advised that I should not submit my own report before you.
submit yours, in the event that we might differ in our opinions. This does not '
imply that my report may differ substantially from yours, but just that we should have
the same stowy to tell. And this is, basically, that there is mineralization
present that should be explored by other means than just wakking over the ground.

The most recent edict from the Parks Board is that they want my partner,
Ben Williams, to relinquish his rights and priviledges to his claims peasabley,
with no suggestion that he will be compensated. In view of the fact that there is
some economic mineralization present, this latest edict is rather silly, when
compared to rights outlined in the Mining Act.

Time is of essence. My claims run out October 17th. And I would like to
recopd assessment work done on them last winter. Ben and I would also like to
group our claims, since my claims appear to be an extension of the mineralization
of the Big Ben group. And most important, we have lined up finaneing to develop
the property; but this financing will not be available as long as the dispute with
the Parks Board is not settiked.

Would you be kind enough to reply as soon as possible?

Yours sincerely,

Silod fi5m

Robert Stéiner, P.Bng. (Alta).



Dearluir'

. September 22, 1959,

Mr., Rohert Steﬂner,
2697 - Vest 37th Ave.,
Vancouver 13, B,C,

"his‘Wili ackdowledge your letter of Septembér 17th.

- hy report on the "Big Ben" group, in Manning Park,
1s 4in preparationj probably 1t wlll be completed before
October 17th, but this of course will in part depend on the
demands of other work. Request for an advance copy must -

~be made through Dr. uargent, Chief, hineralogical Branch.

‘For your immediate information, I quote the

*follbwing excerpts from a greliminary report dated August 10th. f i
Any 'of ' the statementc may e

e revised ‘in the final report.

R “The rocks' are agglomerateu, tuffs and sandstones
of the Dewdney Creek group striking falrly uniformly south
50 degrees east and dipping about 70 degrees south west.

They are disturbed by strike faultsy which mostly are.

bedding plane faults, and in one instanee a fairly strong
Tault striking north 75 degrees east and dipping 80 degrees

south east was observed with one of the bedding plane faults.
A 5111 of basic diorite or gahbro occurs at tho falls on

..Cameron Creek..‘....“

“The mineraliaatiun occurs as sulfide fracture

‘£illings in and hear the bedding plane faults. The sulfides
vary in proportion from place to placej they are pyrite,
.arsenopyrite, sphalerite, pyrrhotite, chalcopyritessscess

The better showings are up to about 4 feet in width, but
these are few. They are tension fracture fillings and, in
consequence, are lensy.. They are found in and near the:
faults, ifides also are found distributed through the
sediments and in one instance there was enough sphalerite
showing in a ten-foot-thick agglomerate bed to make 1t worth
sampling. ,




‘ "The rocks show little alteration~ the sulfides

. . either are in limited quantity or in lenses of toc small

;;.'uize to constitute orebodies. I do not think the. present
‘Ji,;howings are likely to make a mine., ‘

T " On ‘the other ‘hand, it must be admitted that
: some of. Lne showlings are good enough to 3ust1fy more sure
-fade work around them, There is always the possibility

. that they might be frequent enough along one or other of

the stronger faults to make low grade ore.........

, "Surface work from the Blg Ben Creek showings- .
{south) could be done with little or no- damage to the
park. The trees are fire-killed and of no value of any
kind, except possibly for pulpwood. Bulldozer trenching
here could answer the ‘more immediate questions and, I
am sure, satisfy Mr. Willlams",

Yours truly,

N. D. McKechnie, .
Mineral Bngineer.'

NMcK/tr
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