


this product definitely has offshore 
possibilities,” Stiles says. 

The company’s upgrading of the 
deep-sea port to handle coal has 
opened the door for other trans- 
shipping ventures and stone export 
possibilities. The port will handle 
400 000 tonnes of coal in 1991 for 
export to Japan and other Pacific 
Rim countries. 

From a relatively modest 
beginning, (Holnam’s Texada 
operations have grown, making it 
a major supplier of limestone, 
crushed rock, and riprap for the 
markets of British Columbia and 
the American Northwest. 

The majority of the limestone 
on Texada is found in the 
northern third of the island. 

as medium to dark grey, even- 
textured, and cryptocrystalline. 
Minute irregular veinlets 
containing minor amounts of silica 
and pyrite are present, but are not 
readily apparent to the eye. 

The limestone can be described 

SMALLER GAN BE BETTER 
“This high quality, chemical 

grade limestone is being used by 
pulp mills, smelters, and in the. 
manufacture of cement and high 
purity, chemical grade lime,” 
Stiles points out. 

The present quarry covers an 
area of approximately 100 acres, 
with limestone depth potential of 
more than 700 feet where it lies on 
the Karmutsen volcanic basement. 
The volcanics have a similar dip 
and strike generally to the 
limestone. 

Down-the-hole drilling provides 
the boreholes for blasting with 
ANFO - an acronym for 
ammonium nitrate-fuel oil 
mixtures - which combines prills 
(or pellets originally developed for 
the fertilizer market) of 
ammonium nitrate with number- 
two fuel oil to make one of the 
mining industry’s most efficient 
high explosives since it first came 
into use in the mid ’50s. 

BHP-UTAH MIMES LTD. 
BHP-Utah Mines Ltd., a wholly-owned 
subsidiary of Broken Hill Proprietary 
Company of Australia, operates the 
Island Copper Mine at Port Hardy, B.C., 
has a 49% interest in the Redstone 
Nickel mine near Timmins, Ontario, 
and an active exploration program 
throughout Canada. 

The Company presently is conducting 
an extensive exploration program on the 
claim block surrounding the mine to 
assess the potential for additional 
reserves. The mine’s annual production 
currently includes 280,000 tons of 

copper concentrate and 5,000 tons 
of molybdenum concentrate, plus 
significant amounts of gold, silver 
and rhenium. 

A staff of exploration geoscientists 
based in Vancouver, Toronto and 
Timmins, Ont, are engaged in active 
exploration programs in seven of the 
provinces and territories. The company 
solicits joint venture opportunities and 
funds both base metal and gold search 
programs at the reconnaissance and 
project stage. 
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A smaller, track-type drill is 
used for pioneering work. Bench 
heights average 33 feet. Front-end 
loaders and trucks feed an impact 
crusher in closed screening circuit 
at a capacity rate of 900mt an 
hour to produce a minus two-inch 
product. This product is stockpiled 
and shipped to cement plants or to 
aggregate users in the Lower 
Mainland. Chemical grade 
limestone is crushed in the same 
system with the two-inch minus 
product being processed further on 
two 8’ x 20‘ double decked 
screens. 

The screened products are 
stockpiled over a reclaim tunnel 
ready for loading. All crushed 
limestone is shipped on open 
barges. The reclaiming and barge 
loading system has a capacity of 
2000mt an hour. 

Waste rock is stockpiled for 
further treatment or direct 
shipment as fill. Large boulders 
produced during quarrying are 
stockpiled and segregated to 
supply the riprap markets on the 
coast, says Stiles. . 

owned and leased, ensure a 
continuing supply of limestone for 
construction and industry for 
many decades to come,” he adds. 
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“Company holdings, both 
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Holnam West Materials l i m e s t o n e  q u a r r y  h a s  been  i n  

o p e r a t i o n  f o r  '35 y e a r s  s u p p l y i n g  t h e  cement paper  and 

c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n d u s t r i e s  w i t h  q u a r r i e d  s t o n e .  From a beg- 

i n n i n g  of 25,000 t o n n e s  p e r  y e a r  t h e  q u a r r y  has  grown 

100-fold and w i l l  s h i p  by b a r g e  ove r  2,500,000 t o n n e s  of  

a s s o r t e d  p r o d u c t s  i n  1992. The b read  and b u t t e r  cus tomers  

are three cement p l a n t s  - two i n  Delta-Richmond and one 

i n  Sea t t le .  Chemical g r a d e  l i m e s t o n e  (+97% CaCO3) i s  

produced f o r  p u l p  m i l l s  and l i m e  p l a n t s .  White l i m e s t o n e  

i s  crushed  and washed f o r  a customer supp ly ing  t h e  p a i n t ,  

p l a s t i c s  and f i l l e r  i n d u s t r i e s .  Rip-rap,  f i l l ,  road  base 

and r a i l r o a d  b a l l a s t  are  a l s o  on t h e  l i s t  of p r o d u c t s .  

Coal from the  Quinsam Mine n e a r  Campbell River  i s  

r e c e i v e d  by b a r g e ,  un loaded  and s t o c k p i l e d ,  and r e l o a d e d  

t o  ocean-going vessels. P r e s e n t  p r o j e c t i o n s  of three 

q u a r t e r s  t o  one m i l l i o n  t o n n e s  p e r  y e a r  can b e  handled  

through t h i s  f a c i l i t y .  
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Emp l o  y e e s Hourly 
S a l a r y  

Mobile Equipment 
F r o n t  End Loaders t o  12cy 
85 t o n  Trucks 
50 t o n  Trucks 
35 t o n  Trucks 
B u l l  Dozer 
Grader 
Water Truck 
4" D r i l l  
6 i "  D r i l l  

Crushing P l a n t s  
J e f f r e y  560 Impactor  ' 

Missouri-Rogers Impactor  
T r a y l o r  Jaw Crusher  
Kue-Ken J a w  Crusher  

Load Out F a c i l i t i e s  
Barge Loader t o  2000 t p h  
Barge Loader t o  1000 t p h  
Barge Ramp 100 t o n  cap. 
S h i p l o a d e r  t o  1200 t p h  
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