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oal producers all over the world
are staggering under the burden
of the lowest coal price in thirty
years, flooded markets and

severe recessmnary

" Roderick Hislop; Vice
Coal Sales, says, “We don’t know if
we have bottomed out in world prices.
There are a number of coal producers
around the world that are shutting
down or going into major suspensions
of production. The coal industry is not
very healthy economically based on
current prices. Nobody can survive on
prices in the $23-$24 per tonne range.
Quinsam Coal’s financial survwal 1n
1998 and: mto 1999 is predlcated on

Tdomestlc' omracts at stable pnces and
£ our export sales that are

of Cdn O per metric tonne. Not being
'rehant __on a rallway for transport puts
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under term contract conditions.”

In 1997 the company made the
decision to reduce dependence on low-
price export sales and to increase sales

- ‘to stable domestlc purchaeers an—

greements w1th referenced” coal
pricing. HlS].Op says of the 1.2 million
tonnes of coal that will be produced
this year, approximately 300,000
tonnes will go to “grey markets” (spot
or tender sales), such as cement com-
panies, at market price.

The Quinsém mine, near Campbell

River on Vancouver Island, is the only

. major coal producer on the;_west o

.of North Amenca that “51t‘ on tidewa-
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Quinsam coal freight costs at less than
half that of the competition.

The Quinsam mine began nine
years ago as a very small open cast

.mine and, after four years, went
__underground The mining method

mp]oyed is room and pillar. There are
ur"Sectlons in the mine, two of

_Wthh are’ “Super Sections.” In a super
.. section setup; two continuous miners
~ and associated equipment operate

along parallel shafts making efficient
use of equipment and manpower.
Hislop says there is a public mis-
conception about coal mining being a
dirty business. The coal produced is
hard, which means a low fines content, -
minimal handling problems and low
dusting. “I do not know of any envi-

- ronmental compla.mt that Quinsam has

encountered since it has been in pro-

i 'ductlon ._Qumsa.m is an acid consumer;

we dust the mines with limestone
which lets us consume acid: W
no acid discharge to. the ’best
knowledge :
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HATFIELD CONSULTANTS LTD.

“Your Environmental Specialists”

HATFIELD CONSULTANTS LTD.
Suite 201 - 1571 Bellevue Avenue
West Vancouver, BC V7V 1A6

HATFIELD Tel: (604) 926-3261 Fax: (604) 926-5389
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Visit us online at: www. hatfieldgroup.com
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HI TECH FLUID POWER

“Serving All Mobile & Indusirial Hydraulic Needs”

REMANUFACTURED, EXCHANGE
HYDRAULIC COMPONENTS
e Authorized Distributor
* Phoenix Piston Hydraulics
» John Deere Equipment

KEVIN GALLAGHER
Phone: (867) 633-5274

Cellular: (867) 668-1861 Fax (867) 668-3922
Box 5913, Shop - 5 Bennett Rd., Whitehorse, Yukon Y1A 5L6
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