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ALBERNI GROUP OB CLAIMS 

Date o f  kamina t ion. 

-A day and three quarters were spent examining the property. 
The first day wa8 spent i n  aampling and the remainder o f  the time was 
spent In alimbing over the h i l l s  In  the vioinl ty  o f  t h e  workings and 
i n  taking a few extra aamples. 

I w 8 8  ably 8881Sted by Er. h k e s ,  who represented Mr. Hoffar ,  
and by the  workmen under Mr. Jnkes. 

The property was v i s i t e d  on the  22nd and 23rd o f  Au@ast, 1933. 

Loo 8ti on 0 

me olaim8 are si tuated on Minerall Mountain down ubioh f l o w s  / 
Mineral oreek, 8 t r lbutarg o f  China oreek whioh is i n  the Alberni 
Mlnlng Division, Vaaoouver I8 land,  B a C e  ‘phe junotion o f  Mineral and 
China weeks l i e s  about 10 mile8 east  o f  P o r t  Alberni. 

The property under oonsideration oonsis ts o f  four Crown-granted 
alaims, tbe blberni, Chiasgo, Warspite, and V i o t o r i a ,  and are known 
aer Lot0  205, 806, 208, 207, respeotively, bvAB. 
‘phe8e claims were formerly the property o f  the Alberni Consolidated 
Gold Mines Limited and are  now 

The olaims were f imt  8 
held up development whioh, however, commenced in 1896. During t h i s  
year the shaft was sank on the, vadn whioh, hereafter in this  report ,  
w i l l  be referred t o  88 the “ S h a f t  vein.“. A mntinuation o f  this vein 
was be l i eved  to have been f o m d  i n  an openant about one-eighth o f  a 
mile to the south. This openant wa8 a l l  b a t  obli terated a t  the time 
of my v i s i t  and the vein oould not be examined. 

In 1897 these claims passed Into the hands of an Engliah oompany 
and several t r i a l  shipments were 8ent oat and teeted u A t h  sa t isfaotory 
results.  

In 1898 89 eight-stamp m i l l  wa8 ereoted on the  property w i t h  a 
oapaoity o f  ten Zons a day. 
several new di80weries took p l soe .  
reoord o f  any fur ther  work having been done. 

Two favourable dean-up8 were made and 
Sinoe this time we caa find no 

L As far a8 I have been able t o  dieoover, the only published 
report8 bearing d i r e o t l g  on th i s  property are thoae o f  the B.C. 
Minister of Mines for the years o f  1896-99 inolaaive. 



-2- 

T r w p o r t a t i  on. 

d logging railway belonging t o  the Alberni Pacific Lumber 
Company mn8 past the  f o o t  o f  Mineral H i l l  and the claimer a r e  thus 
within but l i t t l e  more than one mile f rom a r a i l r o a d  which connects 
direct ly ,  both wit21 the 888 and w i t h  the C.P.R. r a i l r o a d  a t  Port 
Alberni. An o l d  switcrh baok wa8on-road leads from the r a i l road  t o  
the property and thie oould be plaoea i n  a a ta te  o f  repair  without muoh 
aos t ,  The present mr%ings are  leers than 2,000 ft, above the railroad. 

' The olaim are 8 ikaated  on a h i l l s ide  with s teep slopes and 
the area, a8 a Whole, is one o f  early maturity. 

In Wite  of  this favourable topography, diamond d r i l l i n g  is 
not reoomended on aooount of  the eraticr nature o f  t h e  ore. 

Geoloas. 

General Geolorrs. A 1 1  the rooks on and i n  the  vlo in i ty  o f  the 
claims belong to the group uihioh C O H O  Clspp o f  the Geological Survey 
of Canada ha8 termed the Vanoouver ~ o l c r a ~ l i o s .  
them rocks showe them t o  extremely variable i n  oomposition but ohiefly 
to be andeaites, aagite ande8ite8, with 8ome & % c i t e  tuffs, together 
with various other re la ted types. 

H i 8  desoription o f  

Quoting C.H. Clapp: 
Memoir No. 13. Caaaaian Geolonioal Survey, P. 61. 

"They are usually dark green i n  oolour, but the finer grained, 8ometimes 
s i l i o i f i ed ,  v a r i e t i e s  are light4 green. T h q  have been 8heared and 
altered,  and t h e  green oolour is largely due t o  eeaondarg chlor i te .  They 
are cut by veinlets o f  qugr tz ,  epidote, and oaloite and  a re  oommonly 
impregnate8 with pyrite." 

xo platonio rooks rere observed i n  plaoe anywhere on the property. 

Mineralisation. 
Bones of faul t ing -or shearing. 
w a l l  in a l l  the veins nlhiah ooald be seen. 

The minerrrlieation ooour8 a l o n g  well defined 
d well-define& faul t  forms the hanging 

Ore Mineralr., h t i v e  gold is t h e  moet important ore mineral. 
m t e  is intimately assoa ia ted  w i t h  a l l  the  @hear aoaes and is probably 
aseooiateU with the gold  values. Zino blende is a180 reported but was 
not definitely identified in any o f  my samples. 



GaJaaue Minerals. Quartz , aa lc i te ,  and inalursion.8 o f  county 
Quarts o f  at  l ea s t  two, and rook comprise tba' bulk o f  tihe gangue. 

possibly three, generations ooours and one o f  these, a dark blaokish 
variety, is always assooiated with the f ree  go ld .  

Ore Bodies. No ore-bodies o f  any importanoe a r e  exposed a t  
the present time. 
out in the  past. 

Apparently from 600 t o  1,000 tons have been atoped 

At the  time of my v i e i t ,  two veins were reoognimd and aampled. 
The first o f  these w88 the shaft alreaUy mentioned and tho  second was 
a vein exposed by an e d i t .  This vein w i l l  be referred t o  8 8  the 
" a d i t  vein." 

phe shaft vein ha8 a variable d ip  and s t r ike  but a s t r ike  of 
North 16 E. and a d i p  of f rom 55-65 degrees  i n  an i r regular  manner. 
It pinohe8 out ent i re ly  near the sarfaoe but is  strong near the bottom 
o f  the shaft where 'it is about 4 fee t  i n  width a t  the southern end and 
about 2 fee t  a t  the northern end. About 200 tom of rock and o r e ,  
or poss ib ly  a l i t t l e  more, have been removed from this stope. 

A t  the a d i t  vein a 100-foot tunnel had been driven i n  t o  out 
the vein about 60 feet or lea8 below t h e  sarfaoe and the vein had then 
been followed f o r  about 170 feet. 
were found in only one plaoe. 

My sampling indictates that values 
A well-tiefined f o o t  w a l l  had a s t r i k e  

of 17 degree8 an& a d ip  o f  about 70 degree8 ==!I!== 
The t h i r d  exposure, whioh wa8 mentioned, was not examined 

thoroughly on amount o f  being nearly inaooeselble a t  the presmt  
time. Here an o ld  atope had broken t o  t he  surfaoe, the  development 
presumsblp hating been by a shaft. 
where it w 8 8  exposed a t  the north end of  the csving. This vein may 
be the same 88 the aai t  vein, strike North 20 degrees W., dip  70 
degrees 3. 

Samples were tWen of the vein 

It dl1 be referred t o  temporarily a8 go. 3 vein. 

The scoomp&nying map shows a plan of the mrkings on the shaft 
vein and aa i t  vein. 

The assay plan is shown on t h i s  plan and the fo l lowing  is a 
tammary o f  the assays:- 
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In addition t o  these as8ays there are many f r o m  8 ria pooket 
of a few t 118 on the upper oro88out on the shaft vein. 
assays of hoo-#aoo per ton. 

These return 

prom personal observation in oonjunotion w i t h  these assays, . it 
is pO88ibh to  Say: 

(1) That g o l d  doe8 o o m r  in almost a l l  the veins. 

(3) That the gold iqbaually aesooiated w i t h  quarts o f  a dark variety. 

* These 8ample8 taken b y  Mr. Jukea. 



That the f o o t w a l l  is not definite,  values alone determining the 
mining width o f  the vein. 

That apart from the  dark quarts the  values i n  the  mineralised shear 
sonen are t o o  low t o  be counted 88 ore. 

That the building o f  the  mad to  the mine and the ins ta l l ing  of a 
m i 1 1  was unjustifleU and represented a grave error i n  management. 

That there ha8 been no systematia exploration of the ground a t  a 
depth below 50 fee t .  

That no heavy expenditures on machinery, m i l l ,  o r  the l ike  oould 
be juet i f ied a t  the present t i m e .  

That 8ome money m i g h t  Jus t i f iab ly  be apent on aurfaoe exploration 
and that the opening up o f  the ground i n  the vtoini ty  o f  the 

' intersection of  tha a d i t  and shaft veins presents a t t raot ive 
POSeibilitieSo 

Climate . 
The OlilSPblite along t h e  west o o s t  o f  Vanoouver Island is 

moderate, the average temperature being in the vioinity o f  40 degrees 
Po in rinter and 65 degrees b. in snmmer. The r a in fa l l  is exoeptionally 
heavy being about 120 inches, mast of which ooour8 in the winter, a 
large portion occurring a8 snow. In the v io in i ty  o f  the mine heavy 
snowfalls are the rule  i n  winter. 

'Pirnb er. 

Excellent timber occur8 on the property asld a aupply more 
than adequate f o r  a l l  the needs of  the property is asrrured. 
stand that the timber rieJats are not alienated. 

I under- 

There i e  l i t t l e  underbrush and th i s ,  together With a o m -  
paratively sha l low oovering of s o i l  and broken rook ,  will render surfam 
prospeoting very 88syo 

Water. 

?here is suffioient water in the creek8 on the claims f o r  
domeatio pnrpoees but not f o r  power o r  milling purposes. 

Mi lli nq . 
1 believe that the best  s i t e  for a m i l l  wnld  be near the 

junotion o f  Mineral and China creeks. 
be aimple and there would be no diff ionl ty  i n  the disposal of  tailings. 

The t r e a b e n t  of  t h e  ore should 
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Three maps accompany this report. These &ow 
(a)  The general position o f  the claims. 

( b )  A sketoh map o f  the  Working8 on t he  shaft vein. 

( c )  A sketch map o f  the workings on the a d i t  vein. 

The last two also serve a8 asaay plans. 

General. 

Cam si te .  A camp s i t e  should be establi8hed a8 near the 
Working8 a8 poesible. 
oulty. 
have t o  be mmidered. 

A'saitable s i t e  oould be ohosen without d i f f i -  
In choosing a s i t e ,  the  poss ib i l i ty  of snow sl ide8 would 

&1ildin#r8. There a r e  no bualdings on the property at the 
present time, a ruined cabin serving a8 headquarters during my virjit. 

Baui~ment. There is no equipment on the property a t  the 
present time. 

Reoommendatians with re88on8 f o r  such: 

Should th i s  properQ be taken up, the following is the  
outline o f  work whioh should be oarried out: 

1). PrgIPars Develo~rnent. This should oomist o f  
(a)  Systematic seareh f o r  a l l  the veins ooourring on the property. 
(b) Detailed topographic and geologioal mapping of  the olaima 80 tkat 

( 0 )  fE8tablishment of a permanent camp. 
( d )  h t t i n g  out a good pack t r a i l  up t o  t h i s  camp. 

all working8 and veine, o ld  and new, oould be acoarately recorded. 

Should this work reveal no unexpected re8ult8, t h8  winter 
8hould be 8pent i n  undergroan4 development mioh might be termed the 
8 econd pha8 8. 

8 ) .  Seaondam DeveloDment. This should consist  o f  
(a) Driving an aait  to cut th e interseet ion o f  the &af t  and a d i t  veins 

(b) Driving ~r0~38-cu t s  on both the  adit and 8haft veins f r o m  the above 

( 0 1  Driving 8n adi t  a t  any other sui table  place taihich may have been 

at  a depth o f  about one hundred fee t .  

in tersec ti on. 

determined by the  preliminarg development. 

A t  t h i s  stage,  the in s t a l l a t ion  o f  equipment f o r  machine 
mining would be aonsidered, rahonld a m f f i o i e n t  quantity o f  ore be 
blocked out by th i s  secondary development, the f i n a l  stage could be 
entered upon, aamely: 



31 Produotion. This would involve a m i l l  and, possibly, i f  
it had not alreaw been used, the  in s t a l l a t ion  o f  rnsohinery t o  
permit o f  machine d r i l l i n g ,  

A l i b e r a l  estimate o f  the  oo8t8 of  the  various s teps  would be 
88 f 0 1 1 0 H 8 t -  

( 1) Ereliminary Development , $10 , 000 0 00 

( 2 1 Ssclond ary Development, 35,000.00 

(3) Produetion, 45 000 00 

T o t a l  : 

Consequently, should none o f  the early work provide infor+ 
mation a i o h  woulB foroe an abandonment o f  the  property, i t  may be 
a8leamed that from $100,000.00 t o  $l26,000.00 would be nesdea t o  
bring the  property t o  the production s tage and tha t  $50,000000 would 
be a 8um adequate t o  explore tbe p o t m t i a l i t i e s  o f  the property; 
should the interseet ion o f  t h e  a d i t  and &aft veins prove t o  be the 
centre o f  ore enrichment, these co8ts could be lowered oomiderably. 

il 
i n  
bo 

,I. 
, p a r t ,  t o  the  small, i r regular ,  and spotty" dhamoter of  t h e  ore- 
die& and, in p s r t ,  t o  bad management. This baa management 

That the f a i l u r e  o f  the  propertg i n  the early days wa8 due, 

included the building o f  a m i l l  long before su f f i c i en t  tonnage wa8 
developed and, likewise, the building o f  an expensive wagon-road up 
t o  the property. 

(2 ) .  
o f  t he  railroad, t h e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  %he mine today a re  considerably 
more a t t r a c t i v e  than they were t h i r t y  years ago. 

That due t o  the  inoreased value of go ld  and t o  t he  proximity 

(3). 
low mining costa, 

That the f e a s i b i l i t y  o f  a d i t  level  development mi11 permit o f  

(4) .  
v ic in i ty  o f  the  shear %one8 will t o  some extent lesaen the Cost o f  
development wo rlr . 

That the presence o f  material  running about $1.00 i n  the 

( 5 ) .  
t o  one hundred tons i n  &ee, with value8 from $lOO.OO t o  $260.00 a 
ton, w i l l  hinge the m c c e 8 8  o r  f a i l u r e  o f  the  mine. 

That, on the  Finding o f  occasional podkets o f  ore, from f i v e  

( 6 ) .  
and overhead, rill be absolutelp essent ia l  i f  the venture is  t o  

That effioient management, the lowest possible capi t i l i za t ion  

8ucoeed. 



( 7 ) .  
property i s  attractive a8 a highly speoalative venture, because 
o f  the p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  very large returns on a relatively 8&l  
oapital outlay. 

That, taking a l l  the above faotore into Consideration, the 

Harry V. Warren 

for Langley and Warren 
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MINERAL OCCUiEXCIK,E #6 
(Hunting's Survey $1; Muller's # l )  

Vancouver Island Gold Mines" 

GiNERAL INFOIWiTION : 

Location and Access: 

Located 9% miles SE of Port Alberni up China Creek road 
( i n  c i t y  of Port  Alberni water-shed area) ,  then up Mineral Creek f o r  
1% miles, where switch-back road leads  t o  old mine camp. 
are on the h i l l s i d e  above and close t o  camp. Elevation about 2,600' 
t o  2,800'. 

The workings' 

Reports and References: 

B.C. Minister of Mines Annual Reports: (see under "Alberni Consolidated" 
and/or "Consolidated Alberni Gold "lining Coo**) 1895, 1896, pp.1, 

796; 1904, p. 250;Isee under Wancouver Island Gold Wines") 
1933; 1934, pp. ~ 2 8 , 2 9 , ~ 2 ;  1936, pp. F25-F30; 1944, p. ~3-48. , 

(Two of the  best  repor t s  are: 1936, pp. F25-F30 (which gives 
a deta i led  account of work done u n t i l  1936) and 1944, pp. A1420 
~161 ("Geology and ore deposits of the China Creek Area, 
Vancouver Island, B.C.It) .  

504; 1897, ppo 566, 569; 1898, PP* 1132, 1160; 1899, PP- 151, 

.. . .. 

. 4 

Both repor t s  are by J.S.Stevenson. 

B.C. Dept. of Mines Bul le t in  No. 20, Par t  V, 1944: "Lode Gold Deposits I 

on Vancouver Is land,  by J.S.Stevenson. 

CPOG report: "The Mineral Resources of the E & N Railway Coo Land Grant, 
1962 9 ppo 69-70. 

Gunnex report: T.F.Schorn~s report  on Vancouver Is land Gold Mines Ltd., 
Ju ly  17, 1964. 

< 

Standing: 

The property cons is t s  of a t  l e a s t  8 Crown-grants; 20%, 20&, 
207G, m8G, 21&, 2 1 6 ~ ,  217G and 220G. 
Crown-grants e i t h e r  adjoining o r  nearby: 
43G, 146G and 21%; i t  is not known i f  tnese a r e p r t  of t he  same property. 

There a r e  following addi t ional  
2 1 8 ~ ,  2l9G, 220G, 221G, 2276, 

According t o  Stevenson (1944) the property was or ig ina l ly  owned 
by Consolidated Alberni Gold Mining Coo, and l a t e r  by Vancouver Island 
Gold Mines, Ltd. (care of C.W.Mainwaring, B.C.Electric Railway Coo, 
Vancouver). 
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According t o  claim map of August, 1964, t he  area of Crown- 
grants  had been staked by a group of 1 4  claims. 
3 claims a r e  shown. No Crown-grants a re  shown on these l a t e s t  claim naps, 
except #215G, a separate  l o t  about 1 mile N'd of main showing, which is now 
a mineral lease. 
t o  the Crown, 
i n  Port  Alberni. 

I n  January, 1965, only 

T h i s  probably means tha t  a l l  the grants  were reverted 
Matter could be cleared up i n  Mining recorder 's  o f f i c e  

GEOLOGY: 

The property is  i n  Sicker yolcanics, which include andes i t ic  t u f f s  
and flows, s t r i k e  north and d ip  25Oi'i. 
short  dis tance west of property (although both on Hunting's and G.S.C. 
(Muller%) maps the nearest  d i o r i t e  is at l e a s t  2 miles t o  the  west), 

ttGranitictl rocks a r e  reported, a 

Three quartz veins have been developed and mined by f i v e  d r i f t -  
Two of these s t r i k e  NW and d ip  4 O 0 - 5 5 O  SE, while the  t h i r d  s t r i k e s  ad i t s .  

N and d ips  8O0E, 
up t o  4 f e e t  wide. 
gold; 

They a r e  from few inches t o  one foot  wide, but occasionally 
They contain some pyr i t e  and occasionally a l i t t l e  f r e e  

each follows well. developed shears. 

A carbonatized shear zone, 40 f e e t  wide, was prospected also; 
t h i s  contained many mall s t r i n g e r s  of quartz, with uneconomic gold values, 
(After Stevenson, 1944). 

SWG4ARY OF WORK: 

The property was worked i n  the late 1890's by the Consolidated 
Alberni Gold Mining Company, when an 8-stamp m i l l  w a s  b u i l t  and the  quartz 
veins were developed and mined by f ive  dr i f t -ad i t s .  

It was again worked f o r  three years  between 1933 and 1936, 
a f t e r  which work was suspended, by Vancouver Is land Gold Kines, Ltd. 
This company b u i l t  a 35-ton p i l o t  m i l l  i n  1936, but because of operating 
d i f f i c u l t i e s  milled only a few tons of ore. 
t o  403 tons of ore,  containing 303 02. of gold and 52 02. of s i lver .  
t h e  same period the  40' wide carbonatized shear zone was prospected i n  the  creek 
by s t r ipping,  open cu t s  and a few short  adits. 

Total  production has amounted .: 
During 

(After Stevenson, 1944). 
$ 

No work was done on the property s ince then. 

T.F.Schorn of Gunnex Limited v i s i t ed  the property i n  July,  1964. 

The road from China Creek is passable only by foot ;  
bridge and numerous small ones a r e  out. 
collapsed. 
a l l  caved i n  and could not be entered. 

He reported (summary) : 
one 75' long 

Old builiiings have all 
A d i t s  and pits were hard t o  f ind;  the ones found were 

Bush has covered workings. 

4 

Two grab samples were taken from dumps. Three sanples, 5' each, 
were taken over 15' exposure a t  s t rong shear i n  the  creek bottom. 
T h i s  shear is p a r a l l e l  t o  creek, dips  70°, and contains  some 
sulphides. 
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Assay r e s u l t s  are: 

Grab: AU - 0.01 02. Ag - t r ace  
Grab : Au - 0.01 020 Ag - t r ace  
width 5':  AU - 0.01 0 ~ 0  Ag - t race  Cu - 0.03% 
width 5': AU 0002 020 k g  - t r ace  CU - 0.03% 
width 5 ' :  AU 0001 020 Ag - t r ace  cu - 0.01% 
C l a i m  posts  near m i l l ,  on the road showed t h a t  the  area had been 
staked on Feb. 19, 1964, by John Leoatowich for A . R . i t / i l l i ~ s o  

There are remains of a flume (placer-mining?) a t  the  junction 
of China Creek and Mineral Creek. 

According t o  Harry "Cougar" Brown, an old cougar hunter l i v i n g  
near China Creek, some placer  mining had been done i n  Nineral Creek 
i n  1940%; while bigger equipment vias planned t o  br ing i n ,  i t  was 
stopped by the water board. 

Also, according t o  Mike Jackson, a timber c ru iser ,  there  is a 
50' compass deviation west of the creek. Terry found a piece 
of magnetite f l o a t  on the west s ide  of Mineral. Creek valley. 

Some prospecting and sampling was done by our crew i n  the  a rea  
north and eas t  of here, but not here. An old trench was found 
at the  headwaters of Mineral Creek (by Karlsson) , but apparently 
nothing else of i n t e re s t .  
Kammat Lake area, several  miles east, 
v i s i t e d  by the writer. 
next summer. 

Douglas reported mineralization i n  
The mine has not been 

Mapping has t o  be done i n  the  area 

. 

H. Laanela 
January, 1965. 




