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LOCATION The Del la  Mine is loca ted  around Della Lake on Del la  

Mountain, i n  S t ra thcona  Park,  Vancouver I s l a n d ,  B. C.,  

approximately ( 1 2  ) miles  d i s t a n t  i n  a North Westerly 

d i r e c t i o n  from t h e  head of Great Cent ra l  Lake, and a t  an 

e l e v a t i o n  of about 3000 feet  above sea l eve l .  

NUMBEFt OF 
CLAIMS The Del la  Mine c o n s i s t s  of  a group of (14) fou r t een  mining 

claims, ( 6 )  s i x  of which are Crown Granted and known as 

Del la  F rac t ion ,  Bessie ,  Marie, Del la ,  M a m i e  and Minnie com- 

p r i s i n g  t h e  o r i g i n a l  group formerly owned and operated by 

Joe Drinkwater. The remaining ( 8 )  e i g h t  claims a r e  held 

under miners l i cences .  

ACCESS- The Della Mine is access ib l e  from the  head of Great 
ABILITY 

Central  Lake by a logging r a i l r o a d  now under cons t ruc t ion  

by the  B l o e d e l ,  Stewart and Welsh Logging Coo L t d . ,  up t h e  

Drinkwater River Valley t o  wi th in  ( 2 )  two mi les  of t he  

present  mining Camp site and mine. The P r o v i n c i a l  and 

Dominion Governments i n  conjunct ion w i t h  t h e  Good Roads 

League have passed a vo te  f o r  s u f f i c i e n t  funds t o  complete 

t h e  road, from t h e  end of t h e  r a i l r o a d  t o  t h e  mine which 

a t  p re sen t  i s  t r ave r sed  by a good t r a i l .  

FORMATION The o l d e s t  rocks of t h e  d i s t r i c t  a r e  mosozic volcanics  

and imbedded sediments of t h e  Vancouver Group with minor 

amounts of o l d e r  l imestone and a r g i l l i t e .  The Vancouver 

formation has been in t ruded  and u p l i f t e d  by s tocks  of 

g r a n d i o r i t e .  The g r a n d i o r i t e  i s  presumably a member of . 

t h e  Coast Range i n t r u s i v e s  and the  mineral  deposits have i n  

a l l  p o s s i b i l i t y  been formed by solutions emanating from its 

magma. Both formations a r e  cu t  by l a t e r  small ingenous dykes, 

The ve in  m a t e r i a l  i s  an open, vuggy, c r y s t a l l i n e  qua r t z  q i t h  

varying amounts of' p y r i t e ,  galena,  s p h a l a r i t e  and arsenopyr i te .  

Although f i n e  gold was recovered by panning oxidized p i eces  

of ore, no f r e e  gold w a s  discovered. 
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SHOWINGS The main mine ra l  showings are on t h e  Della c la ims ,  

a l though one v e i n  has been t r a c e d  by s u r f a c e  ou tc rops  f o r  

over  3000 f e e t  on t h e  s u r f a c e  and o v e r  2000 f e e t  down a 

s t e e p  p r e c i p i t o u s  mountain s ide  i n d i c a t i o n  t o  some e x t e n t  

t h e  depth  of t h e  s u r f a c e  showing. Samples t aken  a t  

d i f f e r e n t  p o i n t s  a long t h i s  pe rpend icu la r  ou tc rop  gave t h e  

fo l lowing  ounces i n  gold:- 3.32, 3.22, 5.20, 1.50 and 1.86, 

o r  $116.20, $112.70, $182.00, $52.50 and $65.10 r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  

A s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  from t h i s  outcropping i s  another  ou tc rop  

( 3 ' )  wide  which has been t r a c e d  up t h i s  p r e c i p i t o u s  mountain 

side f o r  over  200 f e e t .  

McLean Vein. Bes ides  t h e  a f o r e  mentioned, o t h e r  v e i n s  have 

been discovered which also c a r r y  h igh  v a l u e s  i n  gold.  

T h i s  ou tc rop  i s  known a s  t h e  

WORK DOPJE Work on t h e  Della Mine has been confined c h i e f l y  t o  t h e  

T h i s  v e i n  shows a s u r f a c e  outcrop  of over  3000 Della v e i n ,  

f e e t ,  bu t  on ly  some 400 f e e t  has  been prospec ted  by ( 6 )  open 

sils o r  shafts and sampling done along this d i s t a n c e  showed 

t h e  o r e  t o  be about t h e  same grade as t h e  o r e  obta ined  when 

t h e  o l d  (10) f o o t  shaft was b a i l e d  ou t  and sunk a f u r t h e r  

(15.) f ee t .  The c a s t  (1%) f o o t  of s ink ing  i n  this shaft  

produced (1) one t o n  o f  cobbed ore .  T h i s  ore w i t h  o t h e r  

cobbed o r e  was shipped t o  t h e  Tacoma Smelter and gave t h e  

equ iva len t  of $150.00 p e r  t o n  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  p r i c e  of gold 

$34.50 per  ounce. 

Th i s  shaft  w a s  sunk on a ra ther  poor looking  s e c t i o n  of  

t h e  outcrop ,  bu t  was l o c a t e d  as  having less  water  t o  handle 

than  o t h e r  b e t t e r  looking places .  Following t h e  Della v e i n  

North from t h e  (400)  f e e t  t h a t  has been prospec ted ,  it can be 

t r a c e d  under Della Lake f o r  a cons iderable  d i s t a n c e  and picked 

up aga in  on the  o t h e r  s ide  where it i s  opened i n  p l a c e s  u n t i l  

it comes t o  t h e  s t e e p  p r e c i p i t o u s  mountain s ide  dropping down 

i n t o  Drinkwater River  Canyon. On t h i s  s ide of  t h e  Lake t h e  

v e i n s  c a r r y  t h e  same v a l u e s  but  t h e  outcrops  so far exposed 

were t o o  narrow t o  be of commercial value.  
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The t r a i l  going up from Drinkwater River t o  t h e  p l a t eau  

follows c l o s e l y  along t h e  outcrop of another ve in  which 

p a r a l l e l s  t h e  Del la  ve in .  

many p laces  over  an e l e v a t i o n  of (1500) f e e t  assays an 

average of (1) one ounce of gold over  t h i s  e leva t ion .  From 

t h i s  t h e r e  would not  seem to  be any ques t ion  about t h e  ve in  

and values  going down. 

Samples taken from t h i s  ve in  i n  

ASSAYS Over one hundred samples taken from o f f  t h i s  property i n  

t h e  summer of  1938, assayed over  an average of (1) ounce of 

gold. Assays a t t ached  t o  t h i s  r e p o r t  a r e  copies  of  some of 

t h e  assays  obtained,  t h e  o r i g i n a l s  may be seen a t  t he  Companies 

o f f i c e ,  Vancouver, B. C. 

G O V E R " T  
REPORTS 

Although l i t t l e  work has been done on t h i s  property s i n c e  

1916,  cons iderable  work w a s  accomplished p r i o r  t o  t h a t  date 

POWER 

TIMBER 

by the  e a r l i e r  ope ra to r s  which is shown on t h e  accompanying 

plan of t h e  workings. 

Minis te r  of Mines r e p o r t s  i s  appended. 

A summary taken from t h e  B.C. Prov inc ia l  

It i s  est imated t h e r e  i s  a t  present  over one hundred tons  

of o r e  now l y i n g  on t h e  dump from which ( 4 )  samples assayed 

gave an average of 1.02 ounces o f  gold,  t he  h ighes t  being 5.38 

ounces. This  m u l d  appear t o  r ep resen t  a f a i r  average of t he  

ve in  gold va lues .  No doubt c a r e f u l  picking and cobbing of  o r e  

of much h igher  grade from t h e  above could be obtained but the  

tonnage would be reduced accordingly.  

A water-power has  been obtained r i g h t  on t h e  claims s u f f i c i e n t  

t o  supply a11 t h e  requirements necessary t o  ope ra t e  t he  proper ty  

a t  a l l  times. 

There is abundance of t imber a v a i l a b l e  on t h e  proper ty  f o r  a l l  

mining purposes and a small saw-mi11 operated by water-power 

could e a s i l y  be i n s t a l l e d .  

ADVANTAGES POSSE33ED BY THE DELLA M I N E S  

1. Def in i t e  i n d i c a t i o n s  of high grade gold values .  

2. X ve in  uncovered and t r aced  for a considerable  d is tance ,  

as w e l l  as o t h e r  p a r a l l e l i n g  ve ins  w i t h  outcroppings a t  
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i r r e g u l a r  i n t e r v a l s .  

3 .  Abundant a v a i l a b l e  cheaply developed water power. 

4 0  Plen ty  of timber f o r  a l l  requirements on t h e  property.  

5. A r t i i l road under cons t ruc t ion  t o  wi th in  a s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  

of t h e  property.  

60 A l a r g e  and success fu l  mining company (Premier  Mines L t d . )  

opera t ing  on t h e  ad jacent  property.  

7.  All r e p o r t s  on t h e  Del la  Mines have been c o n s i s t a n t l y  

favourable .  

80 All r e p o r t s  from prospec tors  and otherwise of t h e  Upper 

Bear River and Del la  Lake a r e a s  g ives  every i n d i c a t i o n  

t h a t  t h i s  a r e a  may e a s i l y  develop i n t o  one of t h e  l a r g e s t  

mining a r e a s  e x i s t a n t  on the  I s l and .  

COPY OF PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENT REPORTS ON DELLA GROUP 

1906: These claims are s i t u a t e d  on the  small  l a k e s  i n  t h e  Big 
I n t e r i o r  Basin and a r e  owned by Drinkwater and Engvik. 
t h e  claims is a small qua r t z  ve in  from two t o  t h r e e  f e e t  wide ,  
mineral ized c h i e f l y  w i t h  a r e n i c a l  i ron .  
o r e  gave t he  fol lowing r e s u l t s :  

On 

Assays of t h e  s t r a i g h t  

Gold . . . . . . .  5.12 02. per  ton 
S i l v e r  . . . . . .  5.02 02. p e r  ton  
Copper . . . . . .  1% 

The ve in  has not y e t  been worked t o  any ex ten t  but an 
attempt i s  being made t o  e x t r a c t  t h e  values  by r o a s t i n g  t h e  
o r e  and gr inding  it i n  an arastra which has been e rec t ed  and 
is being run by a small water wheel constructed on the  ground. 
The arastra had j u s t  been completed a t  t h e  t ime of my v i s i t .  

T h i s  Group of Mineral C l a i m s ,  t h e  Del la  and Glac ie r  claims, 
s i t u a t e d  about h a l f  a mile  south-eas te r ly  from B i g  1. Group, 
along t h e  west shore of Della Lake nea r  Big I n t e r i o r  Mountain. 
These claims were loca ted  about 1900 by Joe Drinkwater and 
Alvin Engvik of  Vancouver, because of a discovery of ve in  of - 
gold bear ing  qua r t z ,  who l a t e r  b u i l t  an 
arastra and operated it by a water  wheel f o r  some time, i n  an 
at tempt  t o  save t h e  f r e e  gold t h a t  could be panned from samples 
of q u a r t z  taken from t h e  outcroppings.  B e l o w  the  sur face  t h e  
quar tz  c a r r i e d  too much i r o n  p y r i t e s  and too  l i t t l e  f r e e  gold 
for success fu l  t reatment  by t h i s  method and t h e  arastra was 
abandoned. 
af ter  c los ing  down t h e  a r a s t r a ,  by the  performance of the  
necessary annual assessment work. 

The t i t l e  of t h e  claims was held by t h e  l o c a t o r s  
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A well-def ined f i s s u r e  v e i n  averaging about  four  f e e t  
wide occur s  near  t he  c e n t r e  of t h e  Della C l a i m ,  c u t t i n g  
a c r o s s  a low b r idge  made up of  much a l te red  pyroxeni te  rock. 
The a x i s  of t h i s  r idge is a t  r i g h t  a n g l e s  t o  t h e  course of  
D e l l a  Lake and t h e  s t r i k e  of t h e  f i s s u r e  i s  North (mag) w i t h  
i t s  d i p  68 degrees  t o  t h e  West. 
rusty i r o n  s t a i n e d  q u a r t z  minera l ized  w i t h  i r o n  p y r i t e s ,  arseno- 
p y r i t e  and o c c a s i o n a l  c r y s t a l s  of galena.  The q u a r t z  u s u a l l y  
c a r r i e d  some v a l u e s  i n  f r e e  gold.  

L!?u 

The f i s s u r e  i s  f i l l e d  w i t h  

The f i s s u r e  can be on ly  t r a c e d  a long  i t s  s t r i k e  f o r  a 
l e n g t h  of f i f t y  f e e t  being c u t  o f f  toward t h e  south  by a g l a c i e r  
c reek ,  toward t h e  no r th  by a ravine, but  i n  bo th  d i r e c t i o n s  
beyond t h e  c reek  and r a v i n e ,  narrower f i s s u r e s  occur  i n  a 
s imi la r  country rock f i l l e d  w i t h  q u a r t z  resembling t h a t  men- 
t i o n e d  and may p o s s i b l y  r e p r e s e n t  ex tens ions  of  t h e  first 
mentioned f i s s u r e  o r  may probably belong t o  a s e r i e s  occur r ing  
i n  t h e  pyroxeni te  rock. The l i n e s  of t h e  s t r ike  of t h e  l a s t  
mentioned f i ssure  a r e  more w e s t e r l y  and d i p  a t  f l a t t e r  ang le s  
than  those  of t h e  f i rs t  mentioned. The t o t a l  d i s t a n c e  t h a t  
f i s s u r i n g  can be t r a c e d  by s e v e r a l  ou tcroppings  of r u s t y  iron 
s t a i n e d  q u a r t z  i s  about 400 f e e t .  Shafts  have been sunk and 
open c u t s  made on n e a r l y  a l l  of t h e  outcroppings  but  as t h e  
shafts were a l l  f u l l  of  wa te r  t hey  could n o t  be examined, 
n e i t h e r  could much data be obta ined  from t h e  open work be- 
cause most of t h e s e  were f i l l e d  w i t h  debr i s .  

The main work is  done on the  f i s s u r e  first mentioned and 
c o n s i s t s  of an open c u t  33 f e e t  long ,  8 f e e t  deep and about 5 
f e e t  wide ,  w i t h  a shaft  sunk a t  t h e  n o r t h e r l y  end of t h e  c u t  
of unknown depth because it was f u l l  of water. A sample taken 
from the dump at t h e  south en t r ance  t o  t h e  open c u t  t h a t  
appeared t o  r e p r e s e n t  about an average of t he  p i l e ,  t h i s  assay- 
ed Gold 1.68 ounces,  S i l v e r  2.8 ounces. P r a c t i c a l l y  a l l  of 
t h e  o r e  seen  by t h e  wr i t e r  on t h i s  p rope r ty  c a r r i e d  so much 
i r o n  p y r i t i s  and o t h e r  su lph ides  as t o  p l a c e  it among smel t ing  
o r  concen t r a t ing  ores ra ther  i n  t he  f r e e  m i l l i n g  c l a s s ,  but  
none of  t he  q u a r t z  on  t h e  Della C l a i m  appeared t o  c a r r y  any 
copper 

The B i g  L o  and Della Group of  mine ra l  c la ims are t h e  only 
l o c a t i o n  i n  t he  Great Cent ra l  Lake s e c t i o n ,  which belong t o  
t h e  Alberni  Mining Divis ion.  The c l a ims  i n  these two groups 
are near  t he  s u m i t  of Big I n t e r i o r  Mountain bu t  on the  s ide 
which  forms t h e  water  shed of Great Cent ra l  and B u t t l e  Lakes,  
where descr ibed i n  1915. No f u r t h e r  work has been done. 

1919 

F i l e  No. 
22734-42 

CERTIFICATE OF ASSAY 
G o  So ELD9IDGE AND COMPANY 

P r o v i n c i a l  Assayers,  A n a l y t i c a l  and Consul t ing 
Chemists, M e t a l l u r g i c a l  and Cement I n s p e c t o r s  

WE HEREBY CERTIFY t h a t  t he  fo l lowing  are the  r e s u l t s  of a s says  
made by u s  upon samples of "Orett h e r e i n  descr ibed  and rece ived  
from t%bilessrs. Good Hope Mines L t d O t t  J u l y  25, 1938. 
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Marked GOLD SILVER 
Ounces Value Ounces Value 
per  t o n  per  t on  per  t on  per  ton  

Foot of cable  
Old Dump 1915 - #2 1 .12  35.70 

Dump s h a f t  $3 
1915 workings b 86 30.10 

Dump $3 Shaf t  $3 
Where f r e e  gold 
was taken 3.42 119.70 

Taken from dump of 
f i s s u r e  ve in  s h a f t  
over dyke f1"2 .42 14.70 

0.44 

0.74 

1.30 

0.28 

0.20 

0.35 

0.59 

0.13 

Gold ca l cu la t ed  a t  435.00 per  ounce 
S i l v e r  c a l c u l a t e d  a t  ,45$ per  ounce 

Sgd. G,S. Eldridge 
P rov inc ia l  Assayer . 

F i l e  No, 22734-42 

C e r t i f i c a t e  of Assay 
G. S .  Eldridge and Company 

P rov inc ia l  Assayers, Analy t ica l  and Consulting 
Chemists, Me ta l lu rg ica l  and Cement Inspec tors ,  

WE HEREBY CERTIFY t h a t  t h e  following are t h e  r e s u l t s  of assays 
made by us upon samples of ?'Orett he re in  descr ibed and received 
from Messrs. Good Hope Mines L t d ,  J u l y  25, 1938. 

GOLD SILVER 
Ounc e s Value 
per  t o n  per t o n  per t o n  p e r  ton  

Marked 
Ounces Value 

"DELLA GROUP'? 

Hanging wall, open 5 044 
t o  weather, s h a f t  #l 

Taken between hang- 
i n g s  & f o o t  w a l l  s h a f t  
$1 1.92 

Dump s h a f t  #2# average 
sample 100 tons  #2 dump 6.60 

190.40 

67.20 

231.00 

2.0 

0.58 

4.3 

0.99 

0.26 

1.94 



7 

- 7 -  

GOLD SILVER 
Ounces Value Ounces Value 
per t o n  p e r  t on  per t o n  per ton  

Marked 

Dump s h a f t  #2, taken 
off su r face  1915 work- 7.04 
ing  #2 

Foot of c a b l e l i n e  i n  
dump. Taken out 1915 50 

246.40 2.8 

.26 

1.26 

Gold ca l cu la t ed  a t  $35.00 per  ounce 
S i l v e r  c a l c u l a t e d  .45# p e r  ounce. 

Sgd. G .  S .  Eldridge 
P r o v i n c i a l  Assayer. 

012 

F i l e  No. 24967 C e r t i f i c a t e  o f  Assay 
G. S. Eldridge and Company 

CVE H E m Y  CERTIFY t h a t  t he  fo l lowing  a r e  the  r e s u l t s  of assays 
made by u s  upon sam2les of rrOrelt here in  descr ibed and received 
from "Messrs. Good Hope Mines Ltd. October 3 ,  1938. 

Marked GOLD SILVER 
Ounces Value Ounces Value 
per  t o n  per  t on  per  t on  per  ton 

3.32 116 . 20 1.4 

Gold ca lcu la t ed  a t  $35.00 per  ounce. 
S i l v e r  ca l cu la t ed  a t  per  ounce - 

Sgd. G. S. Eldridge. 
Prov inc ia l  Assayer 

T I E  FOLLOWING ,iRE A FEW OF THE VALUES FROM SAMPLES TAKEN ON 
"DELLA GROUP *I 

RIINERAI, CLAIMS 
S i t u a t e d  at  Della Lake, B.C., 

v. I. 
Ounces p e r  ton 

1.84 
2.14 
3.22 

1.50 
5.20 

1.86 

Values Der t o n  
64.00 
74.90 
112.70 
182 .oo 
52 050 
65.10 



Compiled from information suppl ied by 

M r .  Jos . MacDonald 
\ 

and r e p o r t  by 

Fred J. Hemsworth. 

For f u r t h e r  r e p o r t s  on Big I n t e r i o r  
Group w i t h  photos and ske tches  of 
Big I n t e r i o r  Basin s e e  Min i s t e r  of 
Mines r e p o r t s  year  1.906, pages 194 
t o  197. Also year 191.6 pages 314 
t o  319. Also year 1907 page 208. 

\ 

. 


