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The Prosper v a i n  occtmi I n  f l o w s  oP r i m - e r a i n e b  

b?sa l t  t h a t  i n c l u d e  both even-Rrained and amygda loiua 1 

phaees. The flow3 s t r ike  nort!iweoterly, (d ip  unknom) nn% 

t h e  vein strikes n o r t h t a a t e r l y  an& A i p ~  northiwstvrord. 

The *writar traverses the h i l l s i d e  for q J p r O X % " ? ! . * ~ t ? l ~ T  

2030 feet n o r t h e e n t e r l y ,  elon5 the strike of the vein, and 

found outoropa or only love.  Treca!.ine of drift and va l l ey -  

f i l l ,  out.crcps do n o t  oocur  novthwestcr ly  along the a ts lke  of 

t h e  v e h .  

sui.pmts the passlbilitg of g r n n t t e  oocurinz i n  t h e  f e n e m 1  

re~ian .  

Occasional larce bou l0e r s  of pink E m n l t e  f l o a t  

Tho quartz vein-matter  fo l lows  :: shear-zcne th t 

r a n p p  Pro-\ 1 foot fo 4 feat  in wlCth .  ?,xc luCln~  t h e  reh- .  

m t t a r ,  the s!:ear-mns x m n i s t s  o r  i n t e n u e l y  a1ieweE law:, 

th? t is ce l~ t i se lp  unol t s red .  me s3eer-zone at.rikas north- 

enn te r ly  but the Shear p l m e s  ~ r i t h i n  t h e  zone strike easterly, 

t h e  d f t f e r e n c e  i n  a t r i k e  betwoen them r ang inc  frol? 10 be(rrae8 

t o  30 aegrees. 

3 e  qunrtz v c l n - m t t e r  rEic:'ea i n  ~ 1 d t ; h  r r o %  a f e w  inches 

t o  4 i e i t ,  The nurroyer sections up t o  1 foot tend to  he 

t e b u l r z ,  but the I.-f.der sections 5re i r r e ~ l n r l ! ?  l e n t f c u l n r  

an6 usl.~el>:~ c ~ c u p y  t h e  f u l l  v:idth of t l l e  s!:ec?r zone. I n  tynercd  

t h e  ,:u:-Pwz is n:~r~o!v *::hen t h e  siiefir it-? mrrow 2nd vice-versa. 

c? l i t s  In thc  vc3.?i-:;wrt:t i r e  c o w m  r i t r t l  . h e r e  t:ir veic is 
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lenticular,  a l l  stnges in v e i n ' f o r m t i o n  %lap be men. 

These stayea r an re  from a vein consls t inf :  of R s i n c l e  

s p l i t ,  t.hwoi@ a vein of seve ra l  s p l i t e ,  to  a vein t h a t  

inc ludes  m y  f ragnents  of wal l  rockv to  one i n  which a l l  

the wall lack has  been diplested and t h e  vein consists 

m l n l y  of qrinrtz. f n  esnenl the vein epsears t o  have been 

formed mainly by rep lncment  KlthIn R shear-zone r a t h e r  than 

by sfm.ple f i s s u r e  fll!.ing. 

The xhera l izn t ion  cons i s t s  or quar tz  w i t h  r e l a t i v e l g  

abundant sulp3idea. These include pyrite, chalcopyrite and 

Ealeria. 

pyrite end p l e m  occur in appreciable  awun:.s. 

are  only r e r e l y  bctnded within t h r  7ur:~rtz, tSey wst a o m n l y  

ocaur ti8 scnttered c l u s t e r s  of ninerril ?hiah nilpear to hare  

replaced c n p i l m  :nclusions of mil-rock. 

The pyrite is t he  most abundant sulp,l:ide but aholoo- 

The sulphfUes 

The derelopnant on the vein t o  date (Apri l  19th,  1942) 

cons i s t s  of one shor t  n d i t v  sovernl  open c u t s  nod a co7bined 

open cut onA G A i t  114 feet long, t h i s  acpresn t toe  ho r i zon ta l  

dePelOp?~er~t  &low, the  vein of approxl.?fitely ,400 feet, and a 

vc-rtical  h?Vt? lOpl (?Rt  cf a?,prosi???telp X C ' ;  feet. 

Tent, 8 3  best  seen I n  t h e  lonper  a d l t ,  921 

best ore hfis bean localized bg a cbmce i n  s t r i k e  of the  

s!ie~r-zon4? tkt  ::ould r e s u l t  in t h e  Eevolopmct o r  an 

unf-vournble sec t ion  of co?p-ession r:? f c x r  ti:!i? r:ith e yore 

'Elis develop- 



- 3 -  

ravour:!ble sec t ion  of tension, Prom the mouth of t he  open- 

cut to % 7oin t  5 f e e t  i n  f r o m  t h e  portal-cap, the vein 

strikes qort,h 73 degrees east, from here t o  o po1r.t 40 

ieet in ,  the vein strikes north 58 de&rsee e a s t ,  from here  t o  

gC re& i n  it str ikes  north 45 decrees eest end from here 

to near the f a c e  it strikes north 55 degrees emt. 

a;l:::c-nrs to  he hest in the section th;.t raneea i n  strike 

fro*. north $5 t o  45 degree8 eas t ,  it. LE! less well tieveloped 

i n  both the portal a n t  face aect lone chich s t r i k e  north 

65 to 73 Ueyrees e m t .  

s t r fke  OF the, m i n  shenr-zone mc? the strllre of the she . . r   lano nos 

rri thin the  zone ind ia s t e s  t h a t  t!;e north w e l l  of the o:.oer- 

zoce wve8 slrest. Such -naveaefit vroul6 tend to conpress 

t h e  pcr t icnn :~f t.hc 6hmr v L t 3  H -more eriotarly strike nnd 

tend  t o  open those sec t lnns  wl th  I? idre n o r t 5 r ~ ~ . l y  s t r i k e .  

reir;-nat*:e-- ~ v c i l d  form i n  ?.he sec?.ior!8 of ?.he sheer v:h2c?1 

w e r e  nore open, o r  i f  cloaed where t,%o cm:,ress?on wcis 

Less, and "0  rock x ire  ;2i:reicull.y onenable tan replacement. 

Eecsuse of the r e l a t i v e l y  me11 a-aunt of dncel.op??ent work 

not  enow-h data is aoai lab lo  so p r e d i c t  ofther tho le!:@h 

o r  frequeiicy of such fsvourcbly or ien ted  vein-sections. 

The ore 

The er,Culer difference between the 



..,.,I ..,,..,....,. ,.... 
l h c  mggcd vallcy of U r r w  Crcck, which thc Ruidc expedition Scendcd in 1864. 

-1 P 1 1  

1 he scent of gold 

Rurrle uccndld rhr riahr f& of hhc riwr 
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By Walter Guppy 
PLACER MINER with the Van- 
couver Island Exploring Expedi- ‘ A  tion party led by John Burrle in 

1865 discovered gold in the bed ofthe riv- 
er flowing into the head of Bedwell Sound. 
The Victoria Daily British Colonist of Aug. 
11, 1865, gives a glowing report on the 
discovery. It reads in part: 

The news received,dfrom thegnuern- 
ment exploring expedition cannot, under 
present circtrmstances, prove other than 
gratifiing E j n d p i d  in paying quanti- 
ties on our west coust corroborates state- 
ments so ojen expressedallont the aurij?r- 
om chnracter of that portion of the 
c o u n q  andgiver renauedhope of thegoU 
bearing nature of the Islandgenerally. 
The report continues at length in the 

sanic vein, giving a detailed account of rhe 
discovery and speculating on its potential 
ro support “a highly profitable operation 
employing several miners.” 

However, it proved to be a fiasco. Later 
Daily British Colonist reports indicate that 
about a hundred stampeden that travelled 
to the scene of the discovery in two char- 
tered steamers failed ro find significant 
quantities of gold. Thcy returned, disgrun- 
tled. to Victoria to demand compcnsatioil 
from the government for time and money 
lost on account of the publicarion of mis- 
leading information. 

There are no further reports of activity 
at Bear River - as it was called at rhe time 
- until 1898 when nutnemus gold and 
base metal discoveries around Clayoquot 
Sound were reported in the annual report 
of the minister of mines for British 
Columbia. This report mentions earlier 
operations by Chinese placer miners that 
apparently found the gold that Buttle 
reported on but others failed to find. It 
states: 

In the ear4 %Ox, Bear Rifler had a 
placer excitement, and about 12 years ago 
some.15 Chirumen were at work in the 
upper reaches of the river, washingfor 
goM; these, honanec sudden4 I& in a 
bod3 having been driven auiaj it is said, 
by superstitiousj5ars engendered by the 
sudden death ofone their number. 
Whether it was “superstitious fears” or 

a dearth of gold and difficult conditions 
that caused the Chinese to discontinue 
their operations here is a matter for conjec- 
ture. However, the report states that they 
found “considerable gold“ and it appears 
rhat it was sufficient to keep them occu- 
pied in this remote area for a couple of 
decades. 

The 1898 report also mentions that a 

A miner sacks goki ore 
for  the smelter 

fiDm the Prosper Mine 
in 1947, at lefi, 

Few traces remain 
of the Buccaneer Mill, 

pictured at right 
in 1940 

The next boom ar Bedwell 
River started in 1913, again 
involving copper. The Ptarmi- 
gan-Big Interior prospect, dis- 
covered hy Joe Drinkwater of 
Alberni on the summit north- 
east of Bedwell Valley, was 
acquired by British interests 
that fornied a company 
named Ptarmigan Mines 
Ltd., with head offices in 
London, to develop it to pro- 
duction. 

It was proposed to con- 
struct a rbad up Bedwell Val- 
ley ro connect with an aerial 
rramline to the top of the 
mountain at an elevation of 
5,000 feet. 

. .  
proportions developing there late in the 
summer of 1938. This was only a year 
before the outbreak of  the Second World 
War caused a decline in gold mining ven- 
tures but not an end to mining at Bedwell 
River. The Musketeer and Buccaneer 
prospects, discovered by Sam Craig and 
Patrick McCrory respectively, were 
acquired by major mining companies and 
developed to production. 

A road, over a distance of some eight 
miles from tidewater to the mines, was 
constructed by the mining companies with 
government assistance at a total cost of 
$53,000. By December 1942, when 
restrictions on labor and materials caused 
the mines to close, more than 5,000 
ounces of gold had been produced by the 
two mines. 

In the post-war period, up until 1972, 
there was intermittent production from 
mines at Bedwell River. The Musketeer 

~‘A1ri‘K‘’L‘I’PICO‘.‘.~(TI~” Seven miles ofwagon road 
had been completed and materials for the 
tramline landed at .the head of Bedwell 
Sound when war broke out in 1914 and 
the entire crew employed on the project 
left to enlist, leaving all the supplies and 
materials assembled on the site abandoned 
to the ravages of nature and the depreda- 
tions of humans and animals. A later sur- 
vey conducted with a view 
of reopening the project 
concluded that the $40,000 
that had been spent on it 

mill was rehabilitated and 
some shipments of selected 
ore made to Tacoma 
Smelter, bringing the total 
production from mines 
there, including about 200 
ounces from the Prosper 
Mine outside ofthe park, to 
something over 7,000 troy 
ounces (217,700 grams). 

Gold 
up the 

Ptarmigan Mines develop- 
ment is the fact that the 
boundaries of Strathcona 
Park were extended in 1913 
to take in the upper Bedwell 
Valley where the development was taking 
place. This was contrary to the original 
Strathcona Park Act of 191 1. This act was 
amended in 1918 to accommodate mining 
but, by that time, copper prices had 
slumped and interest in developing a cop- 
per mine ar Bedwell River waned, 

trail had been built for eight miles up the 
valley by prospecrors with government 
assistance and states that a hotel had been 
built at the head of Bedwell Sound at a 
point known as Port Hughes. 

well River around the turn of the century 
was centred on copper-magnetite iron 
deposits at Penny Creek a couple of miles 
above tidewater. Considerable work was 
carried out on the Seattle, New York and 

The Strathcona Park area 
has now been closed to mining and various 
other factors have inhibited exploration of 

. rhe area outside the park. However, trends 
and conditions change and nothing 
devised by legislation is inscribed in stone. 
Some day rhere may be another mining 
boom at Bedwell River. 

Most Of the pros~ct ingact iviv at Red- 

Following the Zeballos gold rush ofthe ~ t e r  ~ u p p y  lives in r f ino ,  retihdaft.. a 

Castle prospects hut s h a h  and adits failed 
to encOllnter targeted 
financial backing dried up, the boom 
petered out. 

late 1 9 3 0 ~ ~  which stimulated anorher surge 
of prospecting activity dl along the Coast, 
discoveries were made at Bedwell River 
that resulted in a boom of considerable 

tamer a e k , . i c ~ i  contractor andprospector. 
He hapublishe-dClayoquot Soundings and 
is working on a history of mining on 
VancouvPr Island 

and. as 
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51 0.06 0.032 l t lnch.. + 2 f n t  
52 0.11 0.018 18 12 
55 0.02 0.002 12 17 
58 0.26 0.058 3 20 
61 0.25 0.296 4 27 
65 0.13 0.W 18 62 
67 0.11 0.062 24 69 
70 0.15 0.140 16 18.5 
72 0.50 0.344 12 86.5 
74 I/A 0.373 12 91 
77 I I /A  0.264 12 97 
78 n/A 0.378 12 102 
79 n/A 0.022 16 114.5 
82 II/A 0.174 16 120 
85 N/A 9.871 12 125 

CHAWNEL S W L E  M 9.871 - R o b e r t  L . c l r d .  d lmctor  o f  
OZ.SMD/T ACROSS 1 FOOT T a r r a  Resources lnc., 

thlr Prosper gold r(m about 2.5 mllas fra the b a d  of 
of Toftno on Vancouver 

lsalnd. 8.C.. a t  an alevation of about 200 fwt. Tamm 
m e n r l y  cap1et.d a r a i s r  to b. used f o r  explomtion 
and devrlopmt. l h l s  raiw genrr t l ly  f o l l a d  the vein 
for about 100 fwt of n r t i c a l  dlstanca and 135 fwt of 
slop. dlstanca I n  th. ralsr. A s u p  mngd up t o  9.871 
ounces gold/Cgn of veln r t o r l a l  suplrd. Thr assay 
results s h a  i n  the table am o f  cfunml t n p l a s  takm 
across th width o f  th. vain a t  the distancas s h o n  fm 
the s U r t  o f  the mlw. 

Sup l rs  -N taken f ra th tall rock on both th. 
f o o t n l l  and the h a n g l n ~ l l  and produced a s s 4  valws 
ranging fnm thr 10 ppb gold to as hlgh as 30 ppb gold 
and 0.1 p p  s l l va r  as hlgh as 2.2 w. s l l var  l n d l u t l n g  
that th fwootwll a d  the hanginpall  both carry soae 
valuas. 

T a u r a  I s  negotlating with a private Investor t o  
provfd. up to tW.000 t o  put the Pmspr DIM I n to  
production. 

........................................................ 

0 r 0'': mports assay mu1 ts  fnm 

_ _ _  - 8e6U.11 found SQI 2s .Il#S IIE 

TAM 
Apr I 0  close: W.78 

Sew5 Release 

T a m n R n a v m r  lnr 
Shrrn  issued: 3,078,834 

Mr. Robert Card reports' 

The company reports on i r ~ ?  rc~u l ts  om 11s 

Prosper gold mine. 
The company rccrnlly complctrd 1 raise 11  the 
Prosper gold mine to h uIR1 i o  development 
mJ cxplora~ion purpose This raise generally 
followed the vein for approrimatel? ID0  feet of 
vcr i icd distance and 135 five feet of slop 
distance in the r i s e  Assays rrnrrd to as high as 
9 a i l  ounces goldllon ef w i n  m.iwo.d sampled. 
Reproduced b l o w  i i  2 t ~ b k  p m ~  the rrsay 
r s d t s .  w i n  widths and the dirtince from the 
start  of the raise. 

AWM rn c h . h w o k h  
s a F  092 

SUIPL~ IC AU V E : ~  DISTANCE 
NO. OZ/T 0:T Y::X (FEET) 
5 1  0.06 0.01: ::- 2.0 
52 0.11 e..':5 12.0 
55 0.02 0.0:: 1:- 17.0 

0.26 0 . ? 5 ?  I -  20.0 5 8  
0.25 o.:=t 4 -  27.0 6 1  

65 0.11 0 . c i . i  : I '  62.0 
67 0 .11  0.ci: :a- 69.0 

: 2  0.50 0.34: :" 8b .5  
-1 o . ? - >  ::. 9 1 . 0  

7 0  0.15  O . ! . ?  :i- 78.5 

. .  .., . 
7 ,  n/a o.:is ::- 97.0  
7 8  n,a 0." 1:- 1 0 2 . 0  

8 2  n,ld @:-; :?. 120.0 
n/n @.c::  : c .  1 1 4 . 5  

,,,a 9 . s . :  :I' 125.0 

? 9  

€ 5  



Tamara Options The Prosper Mine On 
Vancouver Island 
by Sam Stone 

The Prosper Mine is located 29 kilometres 
nonh northeast of Tofino on Vancouver 
Island and consists of five mineral claims 
on the Bedwell River. 

The property was located before the 
turn of the century and between 1898 and 
1900 the “Ben” claims were developed by 
shafts and drifts to mine a copper- 
magnetite deposit. At least two gold bear- 
ing quartz veins were found and trenched. 
At this time a short adit was driven to ex- 
plore the Prosper vein. 

In 1938 another group began develop 
ment of the Prosper vein and exploration 
discovered at least two other veins several 
hundred feet to the south which were 
subsequently trenched. In 1942 an adit was 
begun about 40 metres above the old por- 
tal. Samples were sent to Bralorne Mines 
Buccaneer Mine, several miles upriver, 
when the samples assayed out at 7.0 
ounces of gold per ton Bralorne promptly 
optioned the property on a 15 % royalty on 

t . 

. .  . .~ 
net profits. 

Bralorne advanced the drift 120 feet 
in from the oortal. over 90 feet of this tun- 
nel assayed 2.2 ounces of gold per ton. In 
common with many mines on the west 
coast of the Island at this stage of the Se- 
cond World War, the Prosper Mine was 
shut down. Only 100 tons of ore grading 
2.18 ounces of gold was shipped to the 
Buccaneer before the mine closure. Today 
it is estimated that the small 500 ton dump 
by the upper portal still contains over 
$100.ooO worth of gold. 

The mine was revived again in 1947 
and the old lower adit was developed and 
the face advanced 420 feet. Halfway along 
the drift a 40 foot sbction of near ore grade 
material was encountered and a 32 foot 
raise was driven. A five ton hand-cobbed 
sample assaying 2.68 ouncc of gold per ton 
was sent to the smelter. Even so, with a 
fixed price of $35.00 for gold, there was 
no investor interest in developing the mine. 

Mineralization on the property is con- 
tained primarily in three structures, the 
Prosper vein, the Isob vein and the copper- 
magnetite zone, first mined by the original 
locators. 

The ore potential is not restricted to 
the Prosper alone, the Isob, 200 feet north 
and parallel has been exposed at various 
points for over 300 feet along strike and 

A t  the enfronee of the old adit 

Derelict logging bridge 

samples of vein float have contained coarse 
gold particles. Two other veins parallel to 
the Prosper will also be explored. 

At the present time there is gold 
valued at more than $1.5 million in the 
Prosper vein which grades an average of 
2.18 ounces of gold per ton. Tamara will 
be able to mine this reserve by completing 
only 400 feet of underground work in- 
cluding 300 feet of raises and 100 feet of 
sub-drifting. At the same time a diamond 
drilling program will be carried out to 

delineate further reserves. 
With the previous development work, 

mining this reserve would be straightfor- 
ward and cost effective. Tamara will be 
able to gain a good profit just from these 
known reserves. Additional reserves will 
substantially enhance the profitability of 
the operation. 

For further information contact: 
Robert Card, 809-837 West Hastings 
Street, Vancouver, B.C. V6C 2V9. Phone 
604-687-7828, W 
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OLD PROPERTY YITH HIGH GRADE WLD - Wayne Ash. P. Eng.. v ice president, announces that Tamara Resources Inc. has 
V E I N  ACQUlRtO OH VANCWVER ISLAND acqutmd the former Prosper c la im group on the Bedwell River, 30 mi les NNE of 

Tof~nL.onthe-~.$t_coast -of Vancouver-island,.. It has been worked a t  various times 
as a h igh grade gold property. ' T h e n  are developed leve ls  on the property. Tamara's consultant eStiMtCS DOCC than 
$1.000.000 north of go ld  a t  present pr ices I s  on the property. 

One sample taken I n  the past across 3 feet of the vein gave 4.812 ounces of  gold per ton, 6.22 oz.silver/t and 
1.46% copper. Another. across 2 feet. gave 2.472 or.gold/t. 0.84 oz.s i lver/ t  and 0.29% copper. An 84-foot length o f  
one Vein tha t  has been developed. averaging 1.85 feet wide. was sampled a t  an average gold content of 2.18 ozlton. 
Host of t h i s  ve in Is s t i l l  i n  place. Y i t h i n  10 days. Tamara's o f f i c e r s  and geologists w i l l  examine the warkings and 
drvelop 6 Program t o  add to ref r rv ts .  Tanrra'r conru l t lnp pcologist  i s  6eorge Krueckl. P.Eng. 

! 


