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PRELININARY NOTES ON THE RAIXY-PEARL COPPER PROSPECT, TOFINO INLET. 

J*. t oY - y-'3.5. st-- - 1742- 

This  prospec t  i s  c lose  t o  t h e  west shore  of Tofino 
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l e t ,  about 18  mi l e s  by water n o r t h e a s t e r l y  from Tofino. 

The showing i s  a t  an e l e v a t i o n  of 930 fee t  and i s  
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reached by a blazed r o u t e  t h a t  folows wes te r ly ,  d i agona l ly  

up t h e  h i l l s i d e  from a po in t  on the  beach northwest of 

Woman I s l and .  The main work c o n s i s t s  of a s t r i p p i n g  approximately 

90 f e e t  long  which ranges from 4 f e e t  t o  20 f e e t  i n  width;  a 

- small amount of shal low b l a s t i n g  has  been done i n  t h i s  s t r i p p e d  

area. 

The depos i t  c o n s i s t s  of s c a t t e r e d  l e n t i c u l a r  

pa tches  and s t r i n g e r s  of t h e  su lphides ,  p y r i t e ,  cha lcopyr i t e  

and p y r r h o t i t e  i n  unreplaced remnants of amphibol i te  which a r e  

enclosed i n  g n e i s s i c  f e l d s p a r  porphyry. 

The f e l d s p a r  porphyry i s  t h e  main rock i n  t h e  

s t r i p p i n g  and a l s o  i n  t h e  a r e a  extending for a t  l e a s t  one- 

h a l f  mi le  e a s t e r l y  from it. The amphibol i te  occurs  a s  remnant 

l e n s e s  t h a t  s t r i k e  nor thwes ter ly  and d i p  approximately 60 degrees 

southwestward; an a t t i t u d e  t h a t  i s  s t e e p e r  bu t  which roughly 

corresponds t o  t h e  s l o p e  of t h e  h i l l s i d e ,  an important  f e a t u r e  

t o  be considered i n  prospec t ing  t h e  showing. The amphibol i te  

appears  t o  be a metamorphosed b a s i c  rock ,  probably o r i g i n a l l y  

b a s a l t i c  o r  a n d e s i t i c  lava.  The f e l d s p a r  porphyry i s  a white  

rock, s l i g h t l y  g n e i s s i c  i n  t e x t u r e  but  otherwise l ack ing  s t r u c t u r e ,  

t h e  g n e i s s o s i t y  s t r i k - s  nor thwes ter ly .  

amphibol i te  by t h e  f e l d s p a r  porphyry i s  w e l l  shown a t  t h e  lower 
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end of t h e  s t r i p p i n g .  

The m i n e r a l i z a t i o n  c o n s i s t s  of p y r i t e ,  p y r r h o t i t e  

and c h a l c o p y r i t e ,  a l l  confined t o  t h e  amphibol i te .  The p y r i t e  

occurs  a s  s c a t t e r e d  pa tches  w i t h  i l l - d e f i n e d  bo rde r s  t o  

the amphibol i te .  The p y r r h o t i t e  occurs  as pa tches  and t h i n  

v e i n l e t s  t h a t  form a lace-work i n  t h e  amphibol i te .  The 

c h a l c o p y r i t e  occur s  3s s m a l l  d i s t i n c t  l e n s e s  of  n e a r l y  pure 

mineral ,  which range from one-half i n c h  t o  4 i nches  i n  width 

and from a f e w  inches  t o  18 inches  i n  l e n c t h .  

pyr i te  lenses are w e l l  de f ined  i n  t h e  mine ra l i zed  area 

and appear  t o  be l a t e r  t h a n  t h e  o t h e r  su lph ides .  The 

su lph ides  occur  i n  two a r e a s  i n  t h e  s t r i p p i n g  one, towards 

the upper end, measuring approxim:,tely 4 f e e t  by 1 2  f e e t  by 

2 fee t  deep and t h e  o t h e r  towards t h e  lower end, measuring 

4 f e e t  by 10 f e e t  by 2 f e e t  deep. 

i s  e i t h e r  r e l a t i v e l y  ba r ren  of  minera l  o r  may c o n t a i n  a l i t t l e  

p y r i t e .  The f e l d s p a r  porphyry l a c k s  su lphides .  The amphib- 

o l i t e ,  probably as l a v a ,  ap2ears  t o  have r ece ived  t h e  su lph ide  

m i n e r a l i z a t i o n  b e f o r e  t h e  formation of t h e  f e l d s p a r  porphyry. 

The chalco- 
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Elsewhere t h e  amphibol i te  

The wri ter  took  s e v e r a l  samplesof t h e  su lph ides  

and minera l ized  amphibol i te  which a r e  a t  p r e s e n t  be ing  

assayed. 
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