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Liveiy progress for Canadian mining

Asteady pattern of growth has cost of $400- to $500-million. Cominco’s The 200 ton--day cperation will produce
cheracterized the mining industryinrecent  recent purchase of a controllinginterestin 4500 o0z gold and 2800 oz silver per month
yearsand 1980 proved to be no exception. Bethiehern Coppzi Mines (raising itsequity ~ whenin full production.

Generaleconomic indicators pointed to from39% 10 65% ) pavestheway fora Spiralling prices for precious metals
ayear of slow growth withthe USrecession  production decisiononthe 112,000 prompted several junior companies to
having a bigimpact on Canzdianindustry. tonnes/day project. (Bethlehemhasa5.1%  enter producingranks with small-scale
Butthe mining industry pushed ahead interestin Valley Copper Mines and a20% operations, some using small portable mills
regardiess — carrying on with massive interestin the Lake Zone deposit which to process the ore.
expansionprograms and announcingnew  straddles the Bethlehern-Valley border.) Inthe Cassiar area, 2 150-ton millis
developments across the country. DI [(ENestled between these two, another being buili by United Hearne Resources

Thetrend inthe provinces hasn't (" s @;téopp rgiantLornex Mining Corporationis ~ (60% ) andits partner Taurus Resources -
changed much from previous years, with pending $160-million on an expansion (40% ), white CusacMines has plansfora
copper projects leading thie way in British programto increase its daily milling rate 30-50 ton/day portzble mill on its property
Coluimbiz, and uranic m and potash from 40,00 te 80,C00 tons’day by J}%P inthe same area. Gne producer Liracdyir,
continuing strongly in Saskatchewan. 1981. \ MtV /- ’%area, Nu Energy Development is
Goldswerein the forefrontin Ontario and Elsewhere in the province, sevgr.;l ew expanding its joint venture Erickson gold
Quebecwithalot of old-timers rnzking mine projects are making headway Amax. mine from100to 20N tons/day at a cost of
comebacks. of Canada Limited s spending $450,000.

Totel cepital requirements of the $145-million to reopen its open pit 3 21\ \. Y& sMosquito Creek Gold Iining Company
non-fuel minerelindustry from 1980 to molybdenummine near Kitsault by July 7o, andts pariner Peregrine Petroleum poured
1990 according to the Department of 1981. Throughput will be 12,000 tons‘day.C1C the first brick at their 100 ton/day gold mine )
Energy, Mines and Resources willbe morer*ﬁs- Equity Silver Mines’ 107-million Szm _near Wellsin May 1280. The Boundai ‘3-}5‘ a€
than $42-billion. roughly 6% of total 12L-{1w Goosley project near Houston came Falls gold-silver property of Robert Mines ., st
businessinvestment in that period. In¥3L _ on-streamin Septemberatarate 0f 5000  ~ was scheduled to come on-streanyin the” ¢ i3
current doMars, assurning an average rate O | tons/day. Owned 70% by Placer fall at the seme rate and British Silbak
of price increase of 6.2% annually over the Development, th= mine will produce Fremierjs resuming production 2t 100
ten-year period, this $42-billion 5,680,000 oz silver, 14,109,000 b copper tons/day atits gold-silver property n2ar
rmushroomsto $63.5-billion. ..and 10,900 oz gold annually. oo | Stewart Alead-silver-zine mine south of

While activity in the minerals sector i 1, {\’rl%\_v mine announcementin 1960 S& ¢~CGolden is beirig breught back to lifeby
providing significart stimulus to the 4 ‘came from Noranda Mines Limited which Rath Vermmont Mines. The company plans
Canadianeconomy in general, problems_ !/ intends to develop a copper-zinc mine in a500 ton/day operation beginning April
with taxes, excessive regulations, rising ~ Qppthe Goldstrearn Valley, 80km north of 1981.
costs andlack of skilled labour stillcloud 3 g7y Revelstoke. Estimated to cost $62-millicn. DeKalb Mining Corporation, a S pu ( LE
the future. The softer prices for many - theminewillbegin producing 75,000 short ~ wholly-owned subsidiaryof DeKalb "~ .
metalsinthe latter haif of 1980 may have tons of copper concentrate and 11,600 AgResearchinc of DeKalb, mino‘ié_d(:_‘ AIE‘;Z)
dampened prospects for some potentialnew shorttons of zinc concentrate annually reopenedthe O K copper imineiitthe
mining projects, but on the whole, the/4 > ™ starting in the third quarter of 1982. Highland Valley in 1980, renaming itthe
industry is healthy and the outlook is good. }c44 & The former Giranduc Copper rine wes Highland Valley mine. Milling capacity atthe

Abrief survey covering new Canadian }4J repenedin October by Canada Wide trackless underground operationis 700 to
mine developments and mzjor expansion Mines Limited, a subsidiary of Esso 800 tons/day for annual production of
follows. Refer to similar article in Western Minerals Canada. The company spent 11-million Ib copper, 200,000 oz silver and
MinerDec79 for zdditiona! informationon  $20-million to rehabilitate the mine, which 3300 oz gold.

many of the on-gcing projects. \ . willtreat 4000 tens/day. Several majer expansions were carried
Sy \\W =% Amongthe golds, Carolin Mines Limited  cutduringthe year. Inthe Kootenzy arez, -
BRITISH COLUMBIA St w2 andits joint venture partners the Aquarius Cominco Limited is moving ahead with its

Prominentinthz expanding mining Group expect production early 1981 from $420-miillion, eight-year expansion and

industry are developments in British their $20.4-million Ladner Creek goid modification program at Kimberley and

Columbia. Here, capital expenditures projectnear Hope. The mill will treat around  Trail (the program began in 1977). Anew

exceeding $700-million in the neatfew / 1500 tons/day. zinc pressure feach plant was officiaily

years ere slated for the Highland Vailey Mellbe Du Pont of Canada Expleorationis openedin October.

. regionealone. & jde 020 GBending $12-million to place its high At Newmont Mines Limited’s
"{ﬁ\j\h —3» The $150-milfion Highmont project of grade Baker gold-silver property at Similkamean Division. a $23.4-million

~1 :\-’5@\5 Teck Corporation will come on-sireamlate  Chapelle into production early 1981.2t 100 projectwas completed. The work included
DAL

in Decemnber 1980 at arate 0of 25,000 tons/day. And Scottie Gold Mines, installation of a new primary crusher and
tons’day and Cominco Limitecgs____ ﬂﬁ\(;ﬁ managed and controlled by Northair Mines.  conveyortotransport ore fromthe Copper
85% -owned Valley Copper Mine is (FiaTsy 1 3secured a $15-million financing to biingits Aountain orebodias starting July 1981 the
expected tobe pleced in production ata property near Stewart on-stream by 1981. same time as the Ingerbelle oreis
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exhausted.

Moranda *ines continued its $19-million
preject at the Bzil Copper Division near
Granisle. se-e!-\.ﬁf* to expand mill
throughp,kfrc*w 15.000to 17,000 tons day
by-1981. Dzspite lower melybdenum
prices,a $12.5-milllon program was
announced ztits Ecss Mountain
molybdzrium mine. near 100 Mile House.
which willincrease mill rete from 1800 to
3000tons day by early 1982. "("‘h?

Placer Development completed work to
mcreaﬂ.frnf.; bderum output by more the
300,000 ib annuaily atits Endako min
The $12.5-milion projectincluded 377 4= &
expanding the roucher flotation cn’cu:t
addinga newroasterand a new plantto
produce lubricant-grade molybdenum. A
$40-million pregram at Placer's Gibraltar
mine to prepare the Gibralter Eastorebody
for Stage Two mir! ng was al ompleted
facilitating trensfercf mmmg frﬁ: the
Pollyanna pit. / VD fT[ T
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