
I-IE FASTEST GRO\VING T hobby in nritish Coliimbin 
right now is “rockhounding”. 
\\:it11 nn cstimntcd 2000 cnthusi- 
nsts (ncnrly 1000 nrc rcgistcrcd 
in 19 clubs forming thc Lapidary 
Rock and  Mincral Socicty of 13 c, 
n n d  thcrc arc scvcrnl clubs which 
do not bclong to this socicty as 
wcll ns a numbcr of hobbyists 
who do not belong to any  club) 
rockhounding is probably the big- 
scst organized hobby in the prov- 
ince nlrcndy, and thcrc is no sign 
of nny  dcclinc in its phcnomcnnl 
growth over the p i s t  fcw ycnrs. 
Indcetl, a rccord crowd of 8000 
visitors is cspcctcd a t  this ycnr’s 
bigger-than-cvcr Kock & Gcm 
Show to be hcltl a t  thc PNE 
grotincls on Octobcr 7 - 9 .  

I t  is doubtful if n n y  other hob- 
by cnibrnccs such n w i c k  rangc of 
accivitics in LIic pursuit of n singlc 
objcctivc, tlic collecting of n t -  
tractive natural rock materials 
nnd Reins tones. Koc k hun t ing t i t  n y 
rangc from strenuous cliff-hnng- 
ing csploration to the txiccful 
sifting of bcnch 2nd river stoncs. 

I~oclthoutids with n collcctor’s 
urge tn.iy conccntrntc on obtnin- 
ing finc s.implcs of ns ninny diffcr- 
cnt typcs of rock ns possible (therc 
nrc tlious.lncfs) or pcrhnps building 
.I complctc collection of one par- 
tictil.ir typc. Likc othcr fields of 
rockhounding, this Icatls incvi- 
t:ibly to n t l ~ o r o t ~ g l ~  study of geol- 
ogy, mitiernlogy and gcogrnphy, n 
pursuit which c a n  bcconic n hobby 
in itself .  

Workshop Hobby 
A n  cntircly differcnt typc of 

activity is provided by the work 
of cutt ing,  shaping and polishing 
the choice pieccs of collcctcd 
s tow.  This i q  a workshop project 
with thc skills, plcnsurcs and cx- 
citing rcwnrds of a challenging 
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i t  IS  s’lnped. 

Dr Roy Shortreed. Vancouver dentist and president of  The Lapidary 
Club of Vancouver, is an enthusiastic hobbyist wlth many interests. 
Part of his well.equipperl basement workshop is set up for 
lapidary work. Dr Shortreed built sonie o f  the equipment himself, 
including the lap unit for flat polishing on the right, above. 
Below is a 16” diamond impregnated slab saw. Rock is locked in 

vise which feeds i t  into the saw automatically to slice off V 4 ”  

slabs. Saw runs in  light oil. 
BELOW--Charlie Purdom and Harold Prenter operate a joint 
jewelry and lapidary workshop in  the basement of Purdom’s 
Burnaby home. Combination of these two related hobbies gives 
creative control over the entire artcraft. Photo by Fred1 Stewart. 

very limitctl i n  their capicity, 
cannot be csp.indcd nnd arc  gcn- 
crally not rccommclldcd. 

The basic equipment consists of 
a ‘iiaiiiond-impregnated saw ( I 0’’ 
diameter is ideal for most work) 
which is used to slice off thin 
rock slabs anti  trill1 then1 roughly 
to the shape required; two grind- 
ing wheels ( 8 ”  diameter) in 
coarse a n d  f ine grits for rough 
and finish shaping of the stol ic ;  

a sanding d r u m  with various 
grades of p:ipcr to remove the 
bumps a n d  scritches left by the 
grinding whccls and bufling at- 
tachments to  apply the liig,h pol- 
ish which completes the stone. TO 
prevent the stones froin shattering 
from the heat, cutt ing is done in 
oil, grinding is done in water and 
so the saws and wheels are 
equipped with reservoirs and drip 
taps. Sanding is done both wet 
and dry. 

Simple Equipment 
The tot.11 time reqiiireJ to pro- 

duce a tppic.11 cabochon stone 
from the rough-cut slab is about 
I - I I > hour$, but more ellborate 
s t triics. < pvi.1 I z.1 r v i ri s. I .I rsc h4i - 
c.nJs i n J  JC-k sets. ryhzr-. rings 
and m i n r  other icemr I r e  J ~ W  

miJc by the ruxkhound n-ith r irn-  
1‘12 eq11iFnlcnc. To ~\ -o i J  the 
trouble of chJnping srinding 
aheel5, sanding ditcc, bufferc, etc. 

through a l l  the stages from rough 
grinding to polishing, separate ar- 
bors are adtlcd for the different 
operations, but even the niost 
elaborate workshop has essentially 

*the same cquipmcnt .IS a small  
one. 

is a n  itieal location for  .I l a p i -  
d i r y  bench, but it is a clc.ln ; ~ n d  
tidy hobby which c.in conveni- 
ently be located in  n sp ire  bcd- 
root11 or kitchcn corner if  no oth- 
er  space is :ivailable. Ihll-bearing 

surprisingly quiet in  operation. 

Although most of the rock- 
hound’s work is done  at the lapi- 
clary bcncli i n  his basement or 
back room, it  is f.ir froiii being 
a solitary hobby. Next to working 
with stones. the rockhound’s 
greatest pleasure is talkin!: about 
them to other enthusiasts. The 
many local club groups which 
havc been formed throughout the 
province hold frequent meetings 

proypecting expeditions, put on 
shows, preparc a n d  exchange news 

letters with other rock clubs 
througliodt the world, nrr.inge 11- 
lustrated Ie&ures by rock and gcni 

. 
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WHERE YOU CAN 
BIND BC ROCKS 

AND GEMSTONES 

\ 

\ 

The accompanying map shows 4 0  o f  the 
better known rock-hunting locations in 
the main gemstone area of BC which 
runs from the lower Fraser Val ley to  
the Okanagan. There are many other 
gemstone locations in the province - 
Prince George a n d  Francois Lake in the 
northern section, a n d  the Gulf Islands 
in the west being notable cases-and 
new discoveries are being made a l l  the 
time. 

The Fraser River i s  a rich source of 
gemstone material which may be  found 
on any of hundreds of river bars from 
Agassiz to  the Chilcotin, although 
they can only be  hunted when the 
water is low. That i s  from October to 
April. The principal materials are agate, 
jasper, /ode, nickel-chrome silicate, 
grossularite, rhodonite, garnet, serpen- 
tine, a n d  porphyry. A few of the better 
known a n d  more easily accessible Fraser 
River gemstone locotions are shown 
here. 

11 WALEACH/SEABIRD ISLAND -- 
Agate, jasper. 

21 FLOOD - Agate, jasper, nickel 
silicate, muttonfat jade. 

31 HOPE/GREENWOOD - Rhodonite, 
jade, agate, jasper. 

SPUZZUM - Jade, agate, jasper. 41 

5 )  BOSTON BAR/NORTH BEND - 
Rhodonite, jade, agate, jasper, 
garnet. 

61 ANDERSON CREEK - Jade, agate, 
/asper, garnet. 

71 GOLD NUGGET BAR-Jade, agate, 
jasper, garnet. 

81 LYTTON - Jade, agate, jasper, 
garnet. 

91 SHAW SPRINGS-Banded agate, 
nodules, many w i th  plume. Locat- 
e d  9 miles south of Spencer 
Bridge o n  the Trans-Canada High- 
way. These occur in Drynoch slide 
just north of Show Springs resort. 
First make enquiries at  the cafe. 
Other locations not too far  from 
here include Soap Lake a n d  the 
Nicoamen Plateau. 

101 LILLOOET-Jade, agate a n d  jas- 
per. The placer tai l ings on  each 
side of the Lillooet bridge a n d  the 
bar  downstream are good hunt- 
ing. This bar  extends south to  the 
Seton River. 

11 I UPPER HAT CREEK-Jasp-agate, 
Petrified Wood. Approximately 7 
miles north of Cache Creek turn 
le f t  on  Pavilion Lake Road, drive 
6 miles and turn le f t  on  Upper Hat 
Creek Road to the Lehman Ranch 
about 2 miles south. Get permis- 
sion from Mr. Lehman before hunt- 
ing. The material occurs an  the 
r idge about a half. mile east of 
the ranch buildings. 

121 EMPIRE VALLEY-Agate and thun- 
dereggs. Twelve miles north of 
Clinton turn west onto the Meadow 
Lake Road a n d  cross the Fraser 
River a t  Dog Creek about 9 0  miles 
uway. Turn le f t  after crossing Dog 
Creek bridge and g o  to  the Em- 
pire Valley Ranch where enquiries 
shauld be made. These are dry 
weather roads only and i t  is im- 
perative that enough gas be  taken 
for the return trip. 

131 SCOTTY CREEK-Agate and ame- 
thyst. Exactly 19.2 miles north of  
Coche Creek turn r ight off the 
hlghway b y  a farmhouse and drive 
lo,: about 4 miles. A mine dump is 
cltmarly visible from the road to your 
lelt .  A short distance past here an 
a turn to the right, just as you 
c ross  the creek, you wi l l  see where 
the amethyst occurs in the cl i f f  on 
your r ight. Heavy equipmont i s  re- 
qutred to get thls matorlal. 

14  I CACHE CREEK-Agate, quartz cry- 
stisls, and petr i f ied wood. Six miles 
south of Cache Creek you wi l l  see 
a white seam of quartz crystals i n  
the rock on  the left  hand side. Just 
aver the h i l l  on  your left  petrified 
wood can be  found. Take drinking 
waiter and wear boots as the cac- 
tus is b ig  and the rattlesnakes or0 
plenti ful i n  this area. 

1 5  I WALACHIN-Green jasper. About 
15  miles east of Cache Creek turn 
south towards the Thompson River 
and stop a t  McAbee Station on  
the CNR. Green jasper occurs i n  
the cl i f f  facing the river behind the 
station. Ind ian  artifacts are also 
found in this area. 

161 SAVONA - Green opal, moss 
agate. Savona Mountain south of  
Savona has yielded some very 
fine green opal a n d  moss agate. 
Take the road through the Ind ian  
Gardens Ranch to  where i t  crosses 
the pipeline. Agate nodules are 
found about a mile east of this 
point. Enquire a t  Savana Lodge 
for  more explicit directions. 

171 TRANOUILLE RIVER - Agates. 
About one mile east of the Tran- 
qui l le Sanatorium turn north across 

the rai lroad tracks, through a gar- 
bage dump and proceed to bridge 
over the creek. Agate occurs up- 
stream in the banks a n d  stream 
bed. 

181 TRANOUILLE RIVER - Peridot. A t  
the junction of the Tranquille and 
Nor th  Thompson roads in North 
Kamloaps, take the turn-off to  Lac 
d u  Bois which i s  about 5 miles to 
the northwest. Nor th  of LOC du 
Bois In  the reglon of Opax Hill, 
peridot crystals have been found. 

191 ADAMS LAKE-Agate occurs on 
the west share of Adams Lake be- 
tween Agate Bay a n d  Squam Bay. 

2 0 )  SOUILAX-Blue agate. This i s  a 
whistle stop f ive miles east of !he 
town of Chase on  the CPR. A fine 
quali ty of blue agate. The slide i n  
which i t  i s  found meets the high- 
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Rock Shops and 

Lapidary Supplies 

HECEL’S JLjCWELLEItY 
2978 W. Broadway. Vnncouver 8, B.C. 

RE 1-5448 
Oririnnl rrttinan ercntnl-nrecinraa nnd 

semi-iweeioua w l o n c n  nnd m c k n  
hnnd cnrvnl. 

Artistic rmlezirnina of out-of-dnte 
jewel lery. 

CAPILANO ROCK AND 
GEM SHOP 

1 h l Y  I A ~ r l r # .  1 8 t I v *  
1 l* i11,  Vlrr,ru#l”. ,  YI IC* , , I  / - h ’ $ l  I  

Learn to cut and  polish stones 
Classes - 3 5 c  per hour 

complete lapidary equipment 
jewellery findings 

custom made jewellery - gifts 

UOII G f P t A A I l  . JUIl I (  S I I I I I F P I A I l I >  

4047 CAMBlE 
VANCOUVER 9. E.C. 

TR 9-4422 

Authorized dealers 
Covington Lapidary Equipment 

Custom Slabbing 
Gifts - China ~ Hobby Supplies 

Unusual assortment imported English 
Christmas cards and gift cards 

PARKER’S ROCK SHOP 
7247 KINGSWAY. BURNABY 1, E.C. 

LA 1-6557 
Open - Tusr. Wed. Thurl. Fr i .  11-5:30, 7-9 

Sot. 11-5:30 only. Closed Mondays. 

Clrsiom Mnde Jewellery 
ktnterials nrid Equipmetll  

MARSHALL’S 
LAPIDARY 

All slipplies for 
THE LAPIDARY AND 
SILVERSMITH 

SCHOOL AND WORKSHOP 

5379  WEST BOULEVARD 
VANCOUVER 1 3 ,  B.C. 

PHONE: A M  6-4949  

A c a d e m y  o/ C r e a t i v e  

J n t e r p r e l a  t i o n  
2Oi6  W. U r o n d w ~ y  Vnncouver A. I3.f 

RE I-5,I.IR 
JE\VEI,LERY M A K I N G  ANI) DESIG 

CI.ASSES 011 I’IIIVATIP LESSON! 
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Canadian-made ~ N D O W  is the most sensible way 
to keep the outside outside 

C.P.I. T w i n d o w  keeps  y o u r  h o m e  cool in  s u m m e r ,  
w a r m  in winter.  Twir idow is  t h e  world's  finest 
insu la t ing  window. It's t w o  panes  of top q u a l i t y  
glass w i t h  a layer  of a i r  sealed i n  between.  This layer  
of a i r  a c t s  a s  an insu la tor  to hold in h e a t  in  win ter  
. .  . ' a n d  hold out h e a t  i n  s u m m e r .  H e a t i n g  a n d  
cooling hills go  w a y  down .  Condensa t ion ,  fogging 
a n d  f ros t ing  a r e  v i r tua l ly  e l imina ted .  
Your h o m e  s t a y s  m o r e  comfor tab le ,  m o r e  l iveable 
all  y e a r  iround . . .  a n d  no worries a b o u t  p u t t i n g  
u p  a n d  t a k i n g  d o w n  s t o r m  windows.  T w i n d o w  

Mliny years o f  intensive research 
t i  ti v e  d e  vel o p e d  'I'w i n d  o w ' s  
exclusive, trouble-free Hermetic 
S e a - t h e  seal t h a t  sets genuine 
'l'window aptirt  f r w n  all look- 
alike substitutes. I t 's  this sei11 

; tha t  positively prevents dirt  rind 
,' dust from penetrating between 
' the two layers or glass. T h e  

Twindow signtititre in tlie corner 
of every unit is your nssurance 
thrit you're getting the Renuirte 

is a per inanent  s t o r m  window. W h e t h e r  you ' re  
building mor renovat ing ,  T w i n d o w  makes sense. 

, 

product, backed by 'I'window's 
. 1 5 yrur guarantee. _ -  i 

C A N  A D  IAN PI TTS B U R G H I N DUST R I ES LIM~TED 

............ 

I remodeli'ed 11 1:irge oak dining 
table and tried to give it an oiled 
finish like Danish furniture. I 
sanded it down to the raw wood, 
then applied four coats of raw 
linseed oil mixed with turpentine 
for penetra1;ion. I thought this 
would be enough but when I ac- 
cidentally splashed some water on 
the table the wood came up  rough. 
Have I done something wrong or 
should I jnsl, apply more coats? 

L.F:., Cnnipbell River 

Uasic:illy there seeins t~ be 
nothing wrong in wlint you have 
clone. lhiled linseed oil is usually 
preferred to rd\v oil for this pur- 
pose because it dries faster, bu t  
either is satisfactory. We suspect 
your trouble lies in one of two 
places: either the oil is of poor 
quality and is not drying properly, 
or you have thinned it with too 
niuch turpentine. Actually it is not 
necessary to thin tlie oil a t  all for 
such :L finish. and certainly only 

CANADIAN PllTSBUllCII INDUSTRIES I . IMITED 
4 8  St. Clair Ave. Wust.'I'orontii. Ontnrio 

Please serid me /Tee li/erntiire and drtoils on the 
ecorromy and gi i i~d serise of 'I'windoru, the iirsulul- 
ing uiirrdoiu. 

NAME.. .............................. 
Sl ' l t  I.: 1.x. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
crry.  . . . . . . . . . . .  . Z O N E . .  . .  . m o v .  . . . . . .  
T W - 1 6 1 R  W H L  1 0  

lie first coat should be thinned. 
:ind then very sliglitly. Two coats 
:ire usually sun'icient. 

We halipen LO know of a re- 
inadelled oak  dining table that was 
treated in exactly this way and has 
given excellent service for five 
years. A new coat of linseed oil 
every couple of years renews the 
finish. Rubbing with the heel UP 
the hand or :I hard cloth brings 
11l) the gloss. 
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