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The Doherty Crovm-granted claim i s  owned 

by Geo, JL McCready and LON. Garland of 

Retallack, It i s  on Kaslo Creek a t  t he  mouth of Lyle Creek, 

1 mile  e a s t  of Retal lack and.17 miles  from Kaslo. 

Shipments have been reported i n  e a r l y  years,  

but  t he re  i s  no record of production before 1948 and 1949, 

when E.H. Lov i t t  Limited mined 6,037 tons  under a l e a s e  and 

opt ion agreement. The property was optioned i n  1951 by 

Pioneer Gold Mines of B.C. Limited and Alaska Gold Dredging 

Corporation, who put  down twenty diamond-drill holes;  

opt ion was dropped ea r ly  i n  1952* 

the 

Ore mined i n  1948 and 1949 was t r e a t e d  a t  the  

Whitewster Ifill, A t o t a l  of 6,037 tons  was milled,  $he 
/ 

concentrates .  -from which contained 6',8 ounces of gold, 3,901 

ounces of s i l ve r , , 51 ,208  pounds of lead ,  783,087 pounds of 

z inc,  and 2,794 pounds of cadmium. 

practice this ore contained approximately 0.7 ounce s i lver  

per ton ,  0,5 per  cen! lead ,  and 7.5 per  cent  zinc. 

Assuming normal m i l l i n g  

The property i s  crossed by the Whitewater 
. * l imestone band which i s  about 60 f e e t  t h i ck  and outcrops 

f o r  half a mile  e a s t  of Lyle Creek a s  a continuous b luf f  

along t h e  Xaslo Creek road. 

contact  of t h e  l imestone with s l a t e s  and the lower contact  

The road fol lows t h e  upper 

. 

i s  exposed 250 t o  300 f e e t  nor th  of t he  road. The l imestone . 

a t  t h e  road forms a d i p  slope of about 60 degrees and f 3 a t t e n s  

50 t o  75 f e e t  above the road t o  d i p s  .as lorv a s  20 degrees. 
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The f l a t t e n i n g  of t he  limestone forms a gent le  fo ld  v i t h  

some i r r e g u l a r  crumpling, t he  d e t a i l s  o f  $which a r e  not  

c l ea r ,  The s t ruc tu re  plunges a few degrees t o  t he  eas t ,  

Iltineralization cons i s t s  of spha le r i t e  and 

galena i n  a gangue of s i d e r i t e  and limestone. 

formed by replacement of the  limestone and follows the 

bedding f o r  t he  most pa r t ;  

t he  zone of crumpling a t  t he  change of d i p ,  and does not  

The ore has 

i t  i s  loca l ized  ch ie f ly  along 

extend down the  s teeply  dipping limestone. 

s t r ipp ings  i s  s t rongly oxidized, 

The ore i n  old 

Mineral izat ion extends f o r  1,300 f e e t  ea s t  of 

Lyle Creek canyon. Workings cons i s t  of f i v e  a d i t s ,  some 

s t r ipp ing ,  and two open p i t s .  

bottom of Lyle Creek canyon contains a few t h i n  mineralized 

A 33-foot a d i t  i n  the  

seams which follow the  bedding, 

f e e t  f a r t h e r  up Lyle Creek i s  driven on zinc r n i n e r & - z a t i o n  

i n  an isolated patch of’lirnestone. 

A short  a d i t  about 300 

A third adit 20 f e e t  eas t  

I 

of and 35 f e e t  below the  canyon r i m  i s  dr iven northivard 

37 f e e t  i n  s l a t e  and s l a t y  l imestone and then 47 f e e t  i n  

limestone following a f l a t  s l i p  t h a t  l o c a l i z e s  2& t o  4 f e e t  

of s i d e r l t e  containing s p h a l e r i t e  and galena. , A . four th  

a d i t  250 f e e t  f a r t h e r  southeast  i s  dr iven 142 f e e t  north- 

eastvard through limestone t o  encounter s l a t e .  The f i f t h  

a d i t ,  belotv the  main s t r ipped  area and 60 f e e t  from the  road, 

c rosses  the  limestone t o  the  underlying s l a t e s  i n  37 f e e t ,  

bu t  encounters no mineral izat ion,  9 
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Mineral izat ion occurs a t  the  surface i n  patches I 

f o r  700 f e e t  e a s t  of the  canyon. It i s  almost a l l  I 
s u r f i c i a l ;  t he  l a r g e s t  patch was seve ra l  f e e t  d e p  and , 

was removed by Lov i t t  except where covered 'by more overburden 

than warranted removal. About 800 f e e t  e a s t  of t h e  canyon 

an area  150 f e e t  by 150 f e e t  was s t r ipped i n  p a s t  years. 

In  t h i s  a rea  i s  limestone whose d i p  near ly  coincides with 

the  ground surface. Bedded replacement 07 s i d e r i t e  and 

spha le r i t e  and some s i l i ceous  p y r i t i c  mater ia l ,  s t rongly 

oxidized, occurs a s  two s l abs  separated by l imestone, each 

s l a b  l o c a l l y  being a s  much a s  20 f e e t  thick.  The s labs  

appear t o ' d i e  out t o  the  e a s t ,  where they pass under over- 

lying limestone, Oxidation f o r  the  most p a r t  i s  so in tense  

t h a t  t h i s  mineral izat ion does not  cons t i t u t e  mil l ing ore, 

East  of t h i s  l a rge  s t r ipped  area a r e  two open p i t s  

on s teep  ground from which Came almost t he  e n t i r e  1948-49 

production, 

30-degree slope,  i s  20 t o  25 f e e t  wide and i s  24 f e e t  high 

The west pit is about 50 f ee t  long on a 

a t  t he  face. The e a s t  p i t  i s  about 30 f e e t  high a t  the  

f ace  and i s  separated from t h e  v e s t  p i t  by 15 t o  20 f e e t  

of l imestone containing 'ore, p a r t  of which i s  s t rongly 

oxidized. 

'' 

The ore  zone i n  the  two p i t s  i s  bedded but  

follows a l s o  a near-bedded s l i p  and has  i r r e g u l a r  extensions 

along crumples, The mai,n p a r t  of the zone mas about 8 f e e t  

th ick  below t h e  bedded s l i p  and l o c a l l y  a s  th ick  above it, 

Only remnants of t h e  ore 'zone remain, 

.. - 



About 200 f e e t  e a s t  .of the  e a s t  open p i t  and 25 f e e t  

I 

v e r t i c a l l y  above the road an oxidized bedded zone a s  much as  

3 f e e t  wide i s  exposed on the  s teep slope f o r  40 fee t .  

Twenty v e r t i c a l  holes  Were diamond d r i l l e d  by Pioneer 

management i n  a length  of 700 f e e t  along the  course of the 

limestone, up h i l l  from the l a rge  s t r ipped  area  and the.open 

p i t s ,  and extendilig t o  a d i s tance  of 1,400 f e e t  e a s t  of t he  

canyon. 

80' f e e t  of limestone above s l a t e .  

The holes  indicated a maximum v e r t i c a l  depth of 

Although mineral izat ion 

was encowltered in a l l  holes ,  most of it vias narrov!, low i n  

grade, and discontinuous. 

i n t e r sec t ed  14 and 18 f e e t  of minera l iza t ion  of a grade 

consiaerably lotver than t h a t  mined i n  1948-494 

tvere d r i l l e d  in the  zone of r e l a t i v e l y  f l a t - h y i n g  limestone 

and f a i l e d  i n  t h e i r  object ive of *f inding major extensions of 

The two bes t  'holes ,  50 f e e t  apa r t ,  

The holes  

the main oxidized zone and the  zone mined i n  the open p i t s  

by Lovitt; i 

East  of the diamond d r i l l e d  a rea ,  on t h e ' e a s t  margin 

of t he  Doherty and on the  adjoining Las t  Chance Fract ion,  

limestone outcrops for about 1,400 f e e t  i n  b l u f f s  o f '  

diminishing height. 

l imestone, i n  which minera l iza t ion  i s ' a p t  t o  occur, has been 

p a r t l y  removed by. erosion,  and a t  t he  eas t  end of t he  b l u f f s  . 

it has been completely removed, 

. 

' In, th i s  i n t e r v a l  t he  f l a t l y  dipping 

Remnants of ore rernain ' in  the  workings, but  mining 

of them on s teep ground above the  publ ic  road i s  impossible. 
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A t  t he  time of former min5ng:the road was temporarily 

re-routed across  the  creek, but floodwaters have s ince 

destroyed t h a t  section. 

! 

Reference: B.C. Dept. of Mines, Bull. 22, 1945. 
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