
• ELKVIEW COAL MINE

Elkview (previously known as the Balmer mine) is an open
pit coal mine locat ed in the Elk Valley in southeastern
British Columbia, 15 km from Sparwood and 600 kID east of
Vanco uver. The former owne r, Westar Min ing Limited,
applie d for p rotecti on under the Company Cred itors

. Ar ra ngemen t Act (CCAA) a nd w as petitioned into
bankrup tcy on August 31, 1992. Teck Corporation was the
successful bidder for th e Balmer min e and the transfer of
assets wa s completed on December 9, 1992. Mine operations
are planned to re -commence during 1993 after negotiat ion
of sa les contracts with Japanese custome rs .

The coal occurs in eleven seams which vary in thi ckness
fro m 1.3 to 15.4 me ters. A co nventional shovel/truck
operation will be used in the open pits.

Raw coal will be transported by a 4.0 km overland conveyor
to a breaker station. The coal is then transferred to a 2.5 km
overland conveyor of which 1.5 km is throu gh a tunnel
between th e pit and the process plant. The coal is clea ned
using heavy media vessels, cyclo nes, and froth flotat ion .
Clean coal is sto red in four 13,600 tonne silos adjacent to the
plant, and load ed onto 112 car un it trains for transport to
the Roberts Bank coal port in Van couver.
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Dryer and Joadout facili ty at the
Elkview coal mine and Inset, part
of the larg e elk population that
inhabit the property.
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