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The program is fund~d through a
special Act, Bill 5, approved in ~fay

1978. The accompanying map shows the
produ..::ers and developers funded under
theBiJI. The intention is to create jobs
and assist the mineral industry in discov
ering and developing. ne·~v mineral de
posits; by paying labour costs in major
programs, by sharing field e.\penditurcs,
by assistance to pros;>~ctors. and
through technical surveys and fil.cilities.

About 80% of the 55-million pr0gmm
is for the benefit of the Be mining
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exploration in BC is due to be published
in the ~lay 1979 issue. which will look at
hopes for a resurgent copp,::r industry in
Canada.

In his exploration review, Dr Carter
mentioned briefly some of the govern
ment programs to encourage cx.plora~

tion, induding the Accelcn~ted Miner•.tI
Development Program. \'.' R Bacon,
co-ordinator of this program, spoke
about its structure and opciation at the
recent Prospectors and D~\dopers As
sociation meeting, in Toronto,
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Prdiminary estimates of mineral pro
duction in British Columbia in 1978
appe:lr~d in \VM Jan'79 p~1-2~. Tota}
"dJUt: was n~arJy $ 1946-mi!lion, an in
crease of S157.7-million over 1977. of
'which coal contributed an extra S~5
million ~nd copper, despite adverse con
ditions. an increased contribution of
S33A-m£Hio!l over 1977.

A comprehensive review of mineral
exploration in British Columbia (by N C
Cart:;;r) was pr~sented in W~t Feb'79
p14-19. A review' of porphyry copper
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t,,_'TLtry: le~~ than 20% ,oes to mir.~r~

n.'ud :t'.i'Sistan~e in the petrol~lliTI imhh
rT),,--..~ll;..::h unlik~ mining, is enjl)yi!1g a
bOG:1I.

A S17t),0,),) grant '.vas m:tce to h-;lp
establi";}t a neutron activation ~1'1al';:,i5

f:Jcility at TRIU~IF (cyclotron inst~~L1
!ion) ~H .rh::: Universi~y l)f Be. ~1,xc
mfo:-j1~;!1l\)n ~~bout thIS comm~rcl:J.:ly

operakJ :" ,-\A facility is given b an
artick :.:1.:;::,,'. h-.:re in this jSSlt~.

Orh,T rrl'i-r~ms within the .-\.\1 DP
include ~nlun.;ed min~ site rccb:n:~ti.)n.

ac~d~·:·ated geochemical survey. {'x
panJed prospectors' as~1stancc, ~nd

min-::r:.::.! eXr'~)r::Hiou incentiv~ pro,;r,uop'
(~1 E lP).

:\1 E rP is designed as a "bridge' l'~t·

ween pr(''3p~;:ting anC: advanced exp1o
rn~io;;: a stl';;~esl)fu! applicant can get
one-th;rd of total field expenditures
(ma:,dfi:um S5U.OOO) reimburs~d. by the
:\!ini~try. at abollt 200 requests and
e!iquiri~s received. 40 contn~cts (gran-

.t<;;~:) were ratif!;.:d. Min~nll prorer:i~s

invo!ved ur~ !oca!ed throughout the pro
vjm;·~. S,:\;:;-:al show promise. inc!U'J:ng
th:~ CO!l~uEJat~~L~~{,!9Ja go!d prosp~ct
on t~ll~ Qu·:(:r') Charlotte blands,.and a
tungs:en prospect on the !'iorth
Thompson River.

B~cc lJ';C th~ Rill 5 program was not
given F..oy~.l A~sent until late ~fay. \\hen
most -:::.;.r!or:don prozrnms were a!re;jy
under V.hy. response to the Ac<:eJ~m:cd

~Jineral Exploratkxl program was li
rr:i\e\.~. Fund;; w.:rc transferred fj:)rn t!1is
(o\er S;~:/.I,{Y:O) to the Accder<it.::d ~fi:1e

n~\'ebpmer:t program. and granb \'. :::re
" n\'tde :') rno;t of the underground r;!in~ral

pmd'.Kr;r, ifl the province. and to sC':ne
poter:tb! underground P;oducl:rs. in
c!udiDi: Er.'".K~~~I . .C191d ,and adjoini:lg
Tt:tbk ~!·)~li'.:ain in the far nonh. and
ff'rm-:: p:0U:'L;er \19113 Bdt in th~ ShC"~p

Cr;;:~:~. C~1r::p in sout:li;'c.:stern Be (~~e

:'n<,p).

Th~ shu;~ no month) A~1D pro;r~m

elhkJ 31 .\Lrch'79. and dimculties \;, ere
met. r~l.!·r:C!';ar!y by devek)pers (pC':en
t:~\t pr,xb~~~ ..s). but thc5c \ve-re Cl..\m

r~~nd..::;l !:)i tildr ingenuity in copin~ Ixith
pn...,bl';;''.1j.

At Hi~;·laild Bell, the famous old
Si!Vl.::i pr(J:El,::i~: 2.5-ycnrs r(:serves h:::.v~
~'~.:n J(;'1;;:I,_'.:.:-d as a direct re~ultof tlle
.\\1 j) pru::-,'."l1, and this will ~dl'jw th~
;'1':\1, \'.orl-' ';:·or.:e 01'25 pcople to k~tp tl-.eir
j,.,~.~ f);" s\)m-:- time.

Ro;d gn:'1~s were given to se\"~r:-u

';'ynr~tn:e~: Newmont Min,s to t:e~p

,:;"'g.....:·cf ;,. a l.5-mile sc.:tion on j~~~';0;_

S:r'2<;;!:JI;:i intv C..9Pper~!ountain: We~t
.:... ,~ \fi:':-:s to huild a short il10uilt<:i:l~::~

;':;1 i;: U.-:Pri;~ scctlor.: Placer Dt
"I;'!U~,;'!~~!,t to aid the 23-miJe w:.J r,o,)',l:

~",'!..!ir·;f in,) th:: ~<.l~""Q9?9~1>: d,~r('5it
~':~;: ~':',Jt''l~'Y'i. in centra' f~C. If p..:-rrir..;
,.> \"~::~i.lllo;;\,~. :he.latt~!" p,,'\'~~~ct iclJp;:~;".

":, :'j' ' .. ;) ....n-r;:~) wI!1 C(l(Jl!' mto p:'L)du':w,J;1'

::'; !v,'! ~! ';5dO tonne:> u day. \V?t
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