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‘MQG ' Fruitvale B.C.
February 26th,., 1958

Mr. J.T.Fyles DEPT. OF MINES

Dept. of Mines, Vistoria, PGy W3 1958 002703
SUBJECT

Dear | Jims E%FEERRED TO e,

Re your letier of the other day. I have been a liitle slow at
answering but thought thet I had better coMlato what imformation I had
with that which the C.M.25. hed. I was over in Trail to-day and tried to'
get a eopy of "Comince" of about Jan.I954 which contaimed a report by
Horton re the discovery of the H.B, They did not have a spare on hand but
promised to send me at once a copy of same, I expect to receive same in s
few days when I will forward such to you,

From what imformation I heave amd which 1 beleive is correct and
safe to put in prini is that around 1902 or earlier a prospector by the
neme of Pederson and partner sisked vhe ground covered by the HeBe and the
Emerald, He wold the Emerald ground to Walbeiser who evemtuslly formed the
Irom Mountein ? . T am missing a 1902 Minister of Mines Repert but believe
it mentions a man of that name as holding some 45 claims,

Back to the H,B, I feel that Pederson must have dropped this
‘ground end ssme wag then ataked' by HeMBillings, P,F.Horton,S8.N.Ross &

- JeAoBenson,

~ PeFoHorton & J.A.Benson werethe actual locstors end used their
initials, I do not know how Billings ceme into the picture but know that
Ross at that time hed é. store in Salmo and possibly came in by the way of
grnbsfaking. While it is a local conmtention thet Horton & Benson used their
initials I have persenely always felt thet such wes just e little open to .
question, In I9I2 this ground was kmown as the Hudson Bay Group and hagd
claimg as Easter,Canyon,Hudson Bay,lLeeadville,Cearbonate Hill,CGolden, to
whieh others were added later. The ground was later teken over by a company ~

known as the "Hudsen Bay Zine Co. You will note that the elaim that must
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Neve been kmown as the Hudson Bey wes no doubt crown-granted es the H.B, on
the msps, Why the difference I have wondered, And why the neme "Hudgon Bay"
eropping up so early in the picture, You must use your own thoughts,

As to the aetual year of discovery I have nothing definite but
understend thet numerous holes end prospecting were in existence fram the
turn of the centuary, As to when Horton and Benson steked the groumd I have
elso nothing definite but fell they held such ground before the actual finding
of the body of oarﬁonate that wes th meke the mine, The discovery of such was
mede in the Spring of I9II,

I have an old ecopy of British Columbia Mining and Engineering
Record, March I9I2, Possibly you will have one in your dept., files and if so,
you will note it stetes that dke discovery of carbonate ore wes made last
Spring by J.A.Benson who sat down on a log to rest, It was raining end he
noticed thet while idling with his pick the ground showed e distinet minerslized
sppearance, etees It is quite & lengthy report end if yéu heve net one on
hand I will forward seme alemg with the C.M.& S, dopes

I believe thet the Emereld was staked as early as I895 or so and
whether Pederson steked the H,B, ground then or later , there is hardly any
wey of being sure as =ll those o0ld timers have passed aloﬁg.

Whether this dope is of any use to you or not I do not know but can
sey it is the same as such i'ecords the C.M.& S. have, When I get the smelter
data I will forward at once.

Hoping to hear from you again if T can be of sny help end hoping you
and wife are in the best of health and thet I may run on to you this summer,
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