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GEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF CANADA

601 dooth Street,
Cttalla, Cntario.
January 31, 1963.

..

c.

l1r. J .~l. ;;CCanr.lon,
Dept. or . .incs and Petroleu;,i nesources,
Victoria, B.C.

Dear Nr. H::Canunon:

Dr. Rice has passed to ~ your query about magnesite localities
because I have used his notebooks and visited some of the localities more
recently than he has. The follOlring notes are numbered as in your letter.

1. In the Cranbrook Ftn. two miles Hest of Richmond Lake. I suspect
that C.G. claim lots 14284 - 14287 cover this ground.

2 appears to be were the belt of Cranbrook that runs ±"rom
ellroaring Creek to Goat River crosses long. 116<>:1.5'. Dr. Rice'S 1936

f n es icate that he reached this place at the end of a 10l;lg
traverse in the rain. 'l'1e sole reference is "a bed of magnesite t 10' thick:

3. This is on the \,.est side of the cirque that contains the old
tlCoronado" prospect and I judge the locality to be close to the L of L 3535
as shown on sheet 82 G/ll flost, First Edition, i.e. 4,200 yds. south iind
900 yds. east of 49045' Il, 1150 30' ·Ii. Dr. :~ice's 15'35 field notes refer
to tI± 100' tI of magnesite (r.o further dcscription) bounded on the west by
conglomerate. I crossed this slope in l~'60.. lJl overturned Precambrian
sequence is tmderlain structurally by Cambrian con:;lonerate and dolomite,
probably at a fault. At the head of the cirque the dolomite is in direct
fault contact with the G~teuay. 7!le dolo:oite is generally bttff-"eathering
and finely crystalline and is a replacement of Liddle (?) Cambrian l~stone.
I did not recoGnise magnesite in it but IT(Y inspection uas cursory as it was
made in the course of a 10llg traverse that took r,le fr~ Bull River drainage
to IJallenger Creek drainage, then into the cirque in question and back to
the Bull. River slope during "4 mile" mapping. One of the Coronado workings
I saw io probably the open cut lIhich Rice described as occurrin.::l in magnesite
(no further description of this rock), bu',:; \,.;lich I called dolomite. If you
find maGnesite in this belt of cry:Jtalline c~rbon~te rock I '/Ould aP.lIrcciate
hearing from you.

4. This is on the ,iallel1f,er - Boulder Creek divide about 750' west of
115030'. Dr. ,dce's notes niCnti.on "dolOl:11te or magnesite" (no further
description) bounded on the ;'lcst by sancstone and pebble cOIl6lomerate and in
fault contact on the east with shalo and limestone. I visitcd the locality
in 1957. starting at the ohale .:lnt! Going wcot the :Jequencc is:
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25; - 301 of me:;. t o  cse. d010iSte 
Sor of dolomitk sandstone and sandy dolomite - t of fg. t o  cse. dolomite - weothers buff-red 
- t  cont;lacu?ratc - in part doloriitic and where dolomitic 

it ~~catilcrs buf18-red* Farther south on trace 
the parts r r i t h  dolomitic matrix and fragments 
give way t o  rock with 1i.m ~natriv and limestone 
fragments* - t quartzite 

I called the rock dolomite, rather than naznesite, because a l l  specimens 
that I t r i ed  fizzed with cold UCl when scratched. Again, if you find 
magnesite here I would appreciate hearing about it. 

5. Ele o n l ~  Cranbrook outcrop marked on Dr.  RLcets traverse map 
south of Boulder Creek is a t  the figure 9 t h a t  is 1,50O1 north of the 
Fisher prospect on 3hp 3 9 6 ~ .  I think i r ecogn ize  this place in the notes 
but xqgnesite is not mentioned, and i t  is not near the  creek anyway. 

YOUS very truly, / *  
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