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An examination oS the history of one of In 1865 access to the District fi-om t l ie 
the small mining camps i n  the Green- Facific coast of Canada was facilitated 
wood Distiicl of British Columbia gives by the construction of the Dewdney 
an insight into the varied condilions Trail. 
needed to encouraze small mine de- As the nlacer onerations became ex- 

ton gold over narrou, widths rcported). 
These results s>iirred furihcl- activity 
and by year-end nearly a dozen claims 
were being actively prospected. I 
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ve!opmeiit. 
T h e  Jewel Lake mining camn is lo- 

cated around Jewel Lake which lies 
about six miles north-east of the town of 
Greenwood. 

'The camr, is apold-silverpropeily, the . -  
precious metals being found- as -gold- 
silver tellurides in quartz veins. T h e  
main vein of the c;imp. the Jewel  vein, 
strikes approximately north-south and 
dips an average of40 degrees to the east. 
T h e  vein, where exposed on surface, is 
bounded by greenstone. T h e  southern 
section which is bounded by granite is 
covered by deep ovcrhuiden. Occa- 
sioniil honanzi shoots are characteristic 
of the c'mn and several of tliese out- 
cropped. 

I1  is mxsihle lhat f u r  ccouts oixi.iitinp 
from the H m k ~ n  Bay post at Fort 
Coleville, \V;ishinpton. notcd the o u -  
cropping.;. The dis t j - ic l  being \\~iIdei-ness 
at this time :my discoveries o ther  than 
phcer gold \wuId not have been worthy 
of rcixirting. 

With the dccliiie of t h e  prospecling 
boom i n  the \\'chiern Unilcrl St;ites 
many piospcctors \wrc  workin!: thcir 
wny north in the Iiopc 01 iiiidiscovcrcd 
mineral wciilth. In 1859 pl:icer ):old wiis 
discovered i n  the n e x h y  Rock Creek 
iind 1hiiind:~ry Crcch wli ich lics to the 
west <,fthcJi.i\~el c:1,,1p. 131, oct<,hcr 1859 
live-hiiiidrrd n i incn  wcre LWI king tlie 
plac,ei- deposits :iIoiig Rock Ci~cck. 
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Iiauhied ipcakcJ pruductiun in iE63j; 
prospecting began for lode deposits. T h e  
first quartz claim was staked in 1884 near 
the placer ope]-ations. By 1895 nearly 
every mineralized outcrop in t l ie district 
had been examined and the most promis- 
ing of these staked. 

T h e  first claim i n  the Jewel Lake camp 
was slaked in 1895 (gold drop claim). 

T h e  district was still very isolated and 
the work being done was mainly prelimi- 
nary evaluation and assessment. The 
first prospectors were hoping to find 
deposits rich enough for one- or two-man 
highgrading operations. The resti lts of 
this iiilciisive prospecting showed that 
the Greenwood District needed better 
transporiiitiun to develop the rel;itively 
low gradc ores that were being disco- 
vered. were shippint: over 100 tons per year to ! 

! The potentiiil of t l i e  a l ~ i i  w a ~  recog- tlie two smellers in the district. A third 
snielter w a s  untlcr construction and En- 
glish capitiil \viis developing thc wiiler 
niiwer of the district for  hvdrwelectric 

i 
: 
i 

nized by many Amcric:ins fi-om Butte 
and Spokine who either held on  to their 
ckli,i,s or p ~ c l ~ a s e d  cliiiins from those 
with less vision. Thc widcspread interest 
in tlie low grade copper disco\,cries of 
the Greenwood District iilso iittriicleil 
Engli>h iintl E i s t e r n  (::iniidi:in investors. 

Ily 1897 ruinours were circiil:tting that .  
the C;mitdi:m Piicitic l<iiilwa!, ~v .ou ld  
build ii line t o  the Circcnwood iircii. 
During 1x97 three coiiipiinic'i were pros- 
pecting the .Jewel vein :ind uiie uf t l ~ c s c  
s:rnh i t  Sli:, l i  t o  il depth 01. 1 3 0  I t  011 l lnc < I f  

tlic 13mi;it17.:t oiitcrops (;issiiu of SSOi) per 
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JEWEL VEIN 
T h e  Jewel Gold Mining Company, of 
London, England, acquii-ed tlie four key 
claims on tlie Jewel Vein in 1899. During 
this period many wagon roads were built 
and the I-ailway was four miles away at 
the town of Eholt (CPR from Robson on 
the Columbia River). 

T h e  Jewell Shaft was deepened to 234 
it, and 700 ft oflateral development work 
was done. T h e  vein averaged 4 ft in 
width, and t l ie ore as mined gr~idcd $10 
per ton. although ore of$70 per ton win 
found. The Company mined and stock- 
piled 500 tons of ore and as the vein 
anr,eared continuuus it was decided to 
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i erect a mill. 
B y  eiirly 1900 over 60 small mines 

pui-poses. 
Hv the end of 1901. XMO ff oS liitcral 

irnd veifici i l  w w h  had been done in tlie 
Jewel Mine :ind ii shipment of 325 1011s 
wiis mxlc to l l i c  snicltcr. A nc!v mine. 
hoist w a s  iiis1:iIled o n  the Jewel s h f l .  

Diirins 1902 t l ie priccs of  copixr. 
silvcr, i intl lciitl fcll sh ; i rp lyc l ( i~ in~ ;ill the 
snliill niincs in  111~  district crccpt tlic 

, . lc~vcl .  I)iirinji t l i iz year ;in iictivc de- 
velopment and cxpluriition progriini took 



phw. A 111,\\' S l I X f l  \V i lS  \11111\ 1t100 l t  to 
the t i w t 1 1  d ' t l ~ c  . l c ~ c l  51i:~Ii. 2 Ihil t ~ ,  
(ire \ii.rc hipped to i l ic ~IIICIIC~ :ind 
rn:iiiy i n i ~ ~ i ~ o v c i i i e t i ~ s  MCI'C zi ix le t o  the 
opci-;itkin. 

'The test rcs111ts fr<,ln t l l C  ?So- to l l  hlilh 
wi i i p le  \ C I I I  to I l o ~ ~ l : i i i d  in 19Otl were 
reccivcd. and indicati<icis were t l i i i t  
S!Z.OC wwth  of nict:i!s coi,ld be rcco- . 
vcret l  from t l ic  ore. i\lthuilgli tlic rusults 
frmi tlic intine \vcrc ciicoi1l-a3ing tl ic 
money for ii proposed sl;iinp mill and 
cyanide pl:irit WIS iwt ;iv:iilahlc dilc to 
prewil ing cciiiioiiiic ciiiiditioiis. 

T l ic  pcriod from 1903 to 1W8 was one 
oSl;iboiIr unrest iiiid tl ie ;ireit wiis ~ i c k c d  
with strikes. piii~ticularly in  the coiil 
mines. As the smelters required hrge 
aniounts of coke this p u i o d  was one of 
poor pi.oductivity for thc copper tiiines. 

I>EVEI.OPhIENI'S FROM 1909 
'The Jcwcl Gold Miiiing compmy con- 
ducted feasibility studies during this 
period, and in 1909 a nc\v company was 
orgmizcd to operate ti le Jewel Mine. 
1-his new company callctl t l ie Jewel 
Mining Syndicate began erecting a i 15-ton stnnip mil l  with ; I  cyanide plant ' and three conccnti-ating tahles. A new 
SO-horsepower hoist w a s  installed on the 
Jewel Shalt. the shaft improved, and a 
gravity triimway constructed for a mile 
from the mine. to the mil l  on.lewel Lake. 

The mil l  was started in  August 1910, 
and treated SO0 tons of ore. I t  was found 
that the slime plant w a s  of too small a 
ciipacity and the ope[-ation was closed 
down. During this operating pei-iod se- 
venteen men were employed with an 
average monthly payroll of $ I  ,462.60. 

The mill was adapted slightly and, in 
late 1912. was stat-ted up again. The mill 
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IccO'cI-cII sl.c.ii00 \ Y W I h  111' 111ct111\ dur- 
ill?: ll ic rcni;iiiidcr of t l ic  yew, 

I)iirinl: t l i i 3  Ipcriml l l ic Jc\vcl I)ericro 
hliiiing ('<mp;iny. o f  l~ i~ l i i i l x i rgh,  .Scut- 
I~IKI, t < d  ewer tlic ixopcriy 1,iit l i i i led to 
crht;iin S i i l l  title to tl ic cl;iinis,covcring tlic 
wuthcrn scc~iu i i  Oi thc ~propcny.  

A gc<dogic:il > t i d y  of llic iircii by the 
IlC Dcjinr1mcnt u T  Mit ics concluiled th:bt 
the iircii 0 I ~ h c s t  wi. potential 1:)s in the 
granitic rocks iintlcr ihiy sciuthcrii scc- 
tion. T l l c  Ic:isihility studies iiiiliciitcd 
t l i i i t  i l ic hlockcd out ore of  ?0.000 tuns 
gl-odcJ $!ltlll per ton (I912 prices). 

T h e  o w  .,viis scrccncd t o  2 0  nissh and 
I? mesh. iind the cymiide wiis in!rmIuced 
at t l ie st:imps, each ol which wcighcd 
1250 Ih. Thc iniill treated TOt imse~ery24 
Iioiirs. I n  July.  Augitst. ;ind Septemhcr 
~ 1 f l 9 l 3 ,  iS5~to i icoCorcwasrn i l lcd,  with 
a recoverable viilue of S4.78 a i d  an 
;ivci-;lge tailing loss  of $1.00 per ton. 

Some tiiinor ;alterations were nii i t le 10 
the mil l  circuit as the concentrating 
tables did not work as anticipated. all 
piirticles were then ground tu slime, 

1-he mill feed was coming from the 
iippcr levels of the Jewel Mine and the 
shaft was deepened to 400 ft for further 
production purposes. 

DEPRESSION AND RECOVERY 
In 1914 the copper market was depre- 
ssed, and coppci- mines and smeltel-s 
closed down. The Jewel Mine  operated 
until August 1915 and produced 27,105 
toils uf oi-e for a good profit t o  the 
company. The average crew for this 
operation w a s  34 nicn in the mine and 18 
on surfice. From 1917 to 1921 only 
minut- activity b y  leasers took place in 
the Jewel Mine. The price for supplies 
and labour was high and new equipment 

Exploration headframe (1973) of Colt Resources at the Denoro 
Giande gold mine, Jewel Lake, BC, from a painting by F Western 
Smith. of Rock Creek, BC, who is  widely known for  his portrayal of 
mining scenes 
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\KLS biniply ni,t :ivi:iI.ihlc. 1.lic pricci 
Ic:id i i n d  coplwr w~,rc hi;:It, :inti im:i 
iniiiich li:d ii .xi::c lp~ygul to II \lid 
!'rice d t h c  nic~:iIs. Witli the price v f p  
li\cd. t h e  p k l  n i i i i c i  coiild 1101 conip 
h r  I~ lh l l r ,  

I3y 1921 l l ic ~~r iceo fs i l~~c i - l?cg : t i i to r  
;tnd ihi. cconiiniic sitiiiiti(in gcnel'ii 
inipruved. An improved dcin:ind forge 
iind silver ciicoiii-;ifed p r i ~ ~ p c c f i n g  :I 

lezing. I n  IOlb a grwp  d i"ospcct, 
\\,orking in an iM 20 ft 5t i ; i I i  on thc.li.\ 
Vein to the Nortli of tl ie Jc\vel h1 
mxi i i i i tcrcd a !ii?Ji gveidc ore shoot. T 
s l i ~ w t  \\::IS 7 (i wide imd :iss:iys ran iis higri 
;is 9.66 odtim gold itnd ? 2  u d t o n  hilvcr. 

T h e  property w i isop t iond in I928:ind 
the mine dewatered, but t l ie price OF 
silver dropped iinrl risk cqi i tal  w.is not 
iiy:iiluhie. During this pcrioil the cyanide 
plniit MWS dismantled ;~nd sold. 

During I930 a Ciilfiiry Syndicate up- 
tioned tl ie clainis. T h i s  company I-eor- 
fanired iiii old (1927) conip;iny called 
Stiidacona I'etroleiinis into a inew c o n -  
p i n y  called Dentoni;i hlincs L.td (13 Jan 
1931). 

O n  13 August 1933, a drift was made 
on the w i n ,  from the noi-therly .le\vel 
shaft to pass beneath thc i-ich ore disco- 
vered in 1926. A crew of nine men 
underground and six on surface did 
enuiigh drifting and raising to delineate 
approximately 40,000 tons of ore. This 
w a s  a 400 ft long ore shoot, 6'95 ft in 
width, grading 0.40 ou'ton gold with 
silver v' 'I I ues. 

The old mine biiildings were used for 
the ci%w and ii 140-toniday flotation mil l  
was installed in the old stamp mill 
building. I t  was estimated that the mill 
would cost $30,000. Power was again 
brought in from the town of Greenwood. 

Dur ing 1934 a long crosscut from near 
lake level was driven to the vein and 
fiirther drifting to the north and south 
was conipleted. The collar of the old 
Jewel shaft was rctimbered and a new 
hexlframe and hoist house was erected,. 

The mill. rated at I40 tonsiday, milled 
90 tonsiJ;ty fi-uni the ore shoot disco- 
vered i n  1926. Dur ing 1975 the mine 
operated 333 days and the mill 359 days. 
l h e  operatioil employed 5 2  meii in the 
mine and nine in tlic mill. During the year 
32,447 tons wcre mined iind milled. 

During 19% the mine operated 308 
d;iys, the mill IXldays,  producing 11,612 
tons olot-c. The operation cmploycd 43 
men i n  the mine, six in the mill. 

The company optioned the Howard 
Mine in Yrnir in September 1935 and the 
c l e w  was i-ehc:~tcd. 'The mine did not 
operate in 19.37, other than a sevcn-man 
crew removing equipment. 'I'Iie mill eni- 
ploycd eight mcii  and milled 17,727 tons 
of ore during a 213-d:ty p c ~ o d  in 1937. 

From 193s to  1943 the pmpcrty was 
lcased by viirious youps  oS li~c:il leiisws. 
Slitring this pc.riod 7758 tons o l o r c  was 
diippcd t o  the smelter iit l ' rai l .  A niinor 
:mioiint of di;imond drilling mil iindcr- 
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JEWEL MINE 

gr<1111111 dcve/II~I~nent \ V W k  \vi is dI1I1C 

during this period. 
Di i r i i ig  11-14 tlic comp;iny vice- 

president h;d :isl\ctl :, inining cngiiicer 
for lhis opinion on tlic .lewcI C:imp. A t  
the iinniiiil comp;iny iniccting ( I  i\iiLyst 
194) 1111: engineer stiitcd thiit the prop- 
erty nicrite? ii thorougli examination. 
The vice-prchidcnt ollcrcd to lin;incc this 
cxiimin:iti(in in return Ibr ;I stuck nptinn. 
The proposal wiis acccpteil and the 
rcm;iindcr o f thc yeas was occupied with 
financing. 

I n  Jiine 1945 t w c l ~ c  incn were c ln l i -  
loyed huilding ii camp and 1?00 I t  of 
diamond drilling w i l s  done. F.quipmcnt 
w3s piit-chased and powerwas brought in 
Srom Greenwood. 

During I946, 1000 ft 01' drifting and 
nearly 5000 f t  of surface and under- 
ground di;iniond drilling w a s  completed 
i n  the nnrth end o f  the vein. The old 
workings were rehahilit:iti:d and 16 men 
were employed. The following year 4000 
ft of di;imond drilling was done and the 
northern area of the mine wits de- 
veloped. 

The old mill building was again altered 
and a 100-todday flot;ition mill was 
installeii.Theinil l  begiinti-catingoreon I 
November 1947. A total of 1678 tons of 
ore was mined m d  milled in 1947, 
yielding 103 oz o f  gold, 660 oz of silves, 
611 Iboflead,andh4lbofzinc.Themil l  
was closed in i&i-ch I948 and the 
company declared bank!-uptcy in Apr i l  
1948. The tinal shipment was 48 tons o f  
concentrate grading 140 01 gold, 856 oz 
silver, I 152 Ib lead, and 125 lb zinc. 

4 post niortein of this operation 
showed that the explol-ation woi-k was 
entirely within the old workings. The 
sampling had showed erratic assays and 
too much significance was attributed to 
these erratics, 

The engineer who originally recom- 
mended the examination w~is  asked to 
write a rcpoi-t on tlie failure of the 
operation. His conclusions were that a 
shoi-tage of niinei-s mid poor glade con- 
trol were tlie i i iain reasons for Eiilure. He 
expressed cnnccrn that no exploration 
had taken place t o  the south o f  the 
wxkings.  Ilc considered that t 
the south had Liinusuii l possib 
another ore shoot. 

REVIVAL IN 1970s 
The camp lay dot-mint unti l t l ie siininier 
of 1971. A t  thih tiinc the I'wk Pkinniiig 
BI-anch dccidcd t~cons i t l c r t l ie  c;inipas a 
pwk. The Ucpiirtmcnt of Mines, with 
great forethought considcrcil the areii 
;ind concludcd: ' t n  set aside the area fnr 
single i ise seenicd a pity since i t  has Ixen 
dcnionstralcd thii l  mining ;mil recreation 
can live in h;irmony at this location.' 

The cl:iims had k e n  pliiced i n  recciver- 
ship iiiitl were optioned by :I local pros- 
pcctnr for 5125 per inontll. I n  I909 the 
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: ~ n d  l i i s  ~p:,rtiicrs drilled :I hiile in i t i icx~>-  
lorcd i1rcii to  the so11111 0 s  the old w w k -  
ings. This i i ic i i  i x  cnvc~-cd by 60 ft ofcli iy 
i intl  bauldcrs. i i i id  aftcr !ii:iny drilling 
prohlenis coscd 3 ft uf quartz :issiiying 
historic mine g r x i c .  The prr~spcctoi- 
:ittempted to interest  scvc~.:iI conipinics 
hi i t  ;it th;tt time the tonmigc potcntiiil 
swmctl liniited and gold w i l d s  wcrc or 
l itt lc intci-cst to  niining companies. 

The properly ciiinc ki the iitteiition oS 
Cult Ilesuurccs tlisoiigh a ciisuiil conver- 
sation. Two geologists who were niirking 
a trip past Greenwood were askcd to 
cxi iminr the asca. 1-he :ires wns covcrcd 
with snow during the tinic of cxaniina- 
tioii i n  March 1973. A cursory examina- 
tion o f  the undcrground workings of the  
1930s and '40s convinced the pair that 
tlic vein structure was extremely strong. 

The stoiy presented by the owner 
seemed eiisy to test. An area next to an 
old producing mine, covered with deep 
overbusdcn, and the ground not owned 
by previous operators. The area was also 
supposed to be in an unfavonsablc rock 
type. but the owneI-'s drill hole in the 
centre of the area cored a n  ohvious 
extension of the vein. 

rc lk icc  the e,xplnrxtitni Iic:idfr;inic ;rod 
hoist, 

I ~ i i r i n g t h c  slimii icrof 1074 iiiill testing 
\ \ as  culnplctctl by l \W scp:ir:1tc lllill 
c.oiisuIt:1nts wi th  fav~n i r ,~ I~ l c  rcstilts. 

The conqxmy i s  defcrriiig the posch- 
x c  u f : ~  iniill i inl i l  the Sull ore potcnliiil of 
the une\plorcd ganit ic rocks irc\wlvcd. 
I t  appw1-s that o rc  biidics cnntiiining 
-1~1.000 tons oforcoccus in the Jewel vein 
system mtl th:it systenxitic iiiirlcrground 
prnspectinp is  tlie only way to uncover 
these. t l istoi~icxlly tliesc vein cmips get 
ii thoiougli going ovci- in hiird times. I f  
enough risk money i s  avnilnblc to finance 
these programs scver:iI new w e  bodies 
wil l be found. 

Usitish C:olumbia has many cnnips 
siniilas to theJewel Lakc Cainpand if the 
government would provide the incen- 
tives, exploration and dcvelopment 
would follow. In most o f  the camps tlie 
ore in sight was extracted and when that 
was gone, management shut t l ie opera- 
tions down. Must  wci-e closed before 
inodcsn drilling techtiiques were pel-- 
fectcd. 

I t  i s  a fa1l;icy to iirguc that these vein 
deposits,the Jewel vein being very typi- 
cal. if thev cannot carrv x hcavv taxload. 

leasers had removed many of the pillars 
making the mine unsare. The company, 
believing that gold w i l s  undcrpriced, 
decided to collar a new shaft in o v e r b w  
del i  iit tlic snuthern l imits o f the  dinmond 
drilling. The shaft was sink to 290 ft by 
.J:iniiwy 1974, iintl a crnsscut was driven 
to the vein from the I50  ft I$\,el. 

The vein was intersected on ?I Feb- 

modern methods would re-open nrany o f  
these camps. A number of  them iire 
located in developed areas o f  BI-itish 
Columbia and. bcing underground and 
on ii sniiill scale, the environniental 
impact would he minimal. Under these 
circuinstmces. i t  i s  hard to underskind 
why our present government pursues ii 
tax nnlicv ( in a period ofrelativelv h i rh  

WESTERN MINER 

1900-03, '1907, 1909-igi3.  most data 
191419. 1921-23. 1925-1929. 1930' to  
1948. 
Data from Boundary Historical Sociely 1964. 
Data from files and minutes of Dentonia 
Company. 
Personal communication with iiiany Greeti- 
wood residents who worked on the Jewel 
Camp. 
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