
M E R C U R Y  

'\ Durin 1938 a deposit  o f  oinnabar was reworded by 
M r .  A. A s t in .  
Lake on the north shore at the t o p  of a h i l l  a t  an elevation 
o f  2830 f e e t  which is about 700 f e e t  above the sake. The 
property can b e  reached by water, 12 miles northwest along 
the north s h o r t  o f  S tuar t  Lake from Fort S t .  James t o  Pinchi 
v i l l age  and thence 5 miles north by t r a i l  over the divide 
following along Pinchi Creek t o  Pinohi sake and 2 miles north- 
west acro88 the lake,  a t o t a l  distance o f  19  miles from F o r t  
St. Jams, which is 42 miles north o f  the railway a t  Vander- 

!? t i a  s i tua ted  near the  west end o f  Pinchi 

hoof  

The whole of the t o p  o f  the h i l l ,  including the 
bare exposures overlooking the lake,  consis t  o f  pale buff 
coloured highly calcaresus rocks. Dolomitic phases exhibit- 
ing a darker b u f f  hue a8 well as l oca l  concentration8 o f  
small quartz s t r i n g e r s  a r e  i n  oonsiderable evidence. 

With the exception o f  the s o u t h  and west edges o f  
the s u m i t  o f  the h i l l  the  whole arm is oovered by bush, 
there being much talu8 on the steep southerly s lope .  

A t  the time o f  the wr i te r ' s  v i s i t  (July 1938) a few 
very small trenohes had been dug i n  the v i c in i ty  o f  the d i s -  
oovery along the north west edge o f  the h i l l ,  exposing i n  
places good grade oinnabar ore with s t i b n i t e  association i n  
the r i ches t  portions.  
done and t o  the l i n d t e d  rook exp08ure8, the ac tua l  direct ion 
o f  the main cinnabar gone was not ascertained, but i t  app- 
eared t o  s t r i k e  approximately north and south f o r  a w i d t h  o f  
about 20 feet along the west side o f  the summit, t he  highest  
grade being near the discovery post on the northwest s ide  
and f o r  30 feet down t h i s  slope o f  the h i l l  (below whieh it  
is oovered by bush and overburden). Apart from the discovery 
z m e ,  there appears t o  be very l i t t l e  v i s i b l e  cinnabar other 
than i n  very small and scat tered ve in le te ,  along the  west bluff. 
However, examination under a lens o f  numerous pieces o f  
apparently barren rock8 revealed i n  most instances minute specs 
o f  cinnabar. 
exposurev but except i n  the small disoovery zone, they appeared 
t o  be t o o  low grade f o r  oommercial ore. 
these indicated considerably b e t t e r  ore  than was expected. 
bor  example, one channel sample o f  60 feet i n  

Owing t o  the omal l  amount o f  work 

A Pew channel samples were taken along the roek 

Bowever, analyses of 

lengl%B along 



= 2- 

the eage o f  the southern b luf f ,  which appeared a lmost  barren, 
oarr ied 0.23% Me r ~ u r y .  

The following give the r e s u l t s  o f  the samples the 
locations o f  which are  shown i n  the accompanying rough sketoh. 

Pinohi Lake, northwest end, 18 miles d i rec t  L W .  
o f  Fort S t .  James, Horizontal channel samples a t  
t o p  o f  h i l l  about 700' above lake ( Ju ly  1938). 

A. A C r O S 8  60 ft. along t o p  o f  hill a t  

B. Across 10 f t .  about 70  ft. sou th  

0. Across 6 f t .  o f  high grade ore, 

8011th s ide ,  overlooking lake 0.23% Mercury. 

o f  o r ig ina l  aisoovery 0.25% " 
along or ig ina l  discovery, pro- 
spect p i t  No. 1, about 10 f t ,  
below c r e s t  o f  h i l l  on north- 

oentre o f  showing, about 20 ft. 

cehtre o f  showing about 20 it. 
below No.l.and i n  b e t t e r  grade 

e r l y  s lope  6.54% 
Do Across 12 ft. westerly from 

E. Across 12 f t .  ea s t e r ly  from 
below No. 1 0.56% " 

ore 0095% 

Sinoe the 8ame type o f  rock and mineral assoc- 
i a t i o n  preva i l  t h roughh t  the whole o f  the t o p  o f  the h i l l ,  
indicat ions are that  there  is a large area o f  oinnabar bear- 
ing rook and the poss ib i l i t y  o f  diauovering higher grade ore 
f a r the r  down the h i l l  i s  encouraging. It, i a  therefore well 
worthy o f  more extensive sampling and prespecting. 

The general type o f  rock occurrence f o r  several  
mi l e s  along the-northwesthide o f  Pinohi Lake appears, t o  be 
siailar t o  those in which the binnabar is known t o  occur, s o  
tha t  there  is a poss ib i l i t y  o f  other  disooveries i n  th i s  
region. 

(V. L. Eardley-Wilmot.) 

July, 1938. 


