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The mercury property zt Pinchi Lake owned by the Consolie
dated Mining snd Smelting Company of Canada, Limited, comprises the following

minerel claimss Mercury Nos, 1 to 3, Pinchi Nos, 1 to 4, Dugout Ros, 1 to 8,
Chief Nos. 1 to 2 and fractions. ’

The discovery of cinnabar was msde in the summer of 1937 by
Jo G Gray of the Geological Survey of Canadu, and is described by him on p. 9
of Paper 38-14, 1938, However the original claims, the Mercury Noas, 1 to 3,
wore not staked until Mey, 1938, by A. J. Ostrem, George Nielson snd A, R. Browmp
these were optioned in th:it year by the Consolidated Mining cnd Smelting Comparny
of Caneds, Limited, snd the remaining claims staked the same year. Since thrnt
time this company has erected a comfortable cemp on the northern shore of Pinchi
Loke,

The discover: showings are elong the top of a prominent
limestone ridge 700 feet ebove and adjacent to the northern shore of Pinchi Lake
npproximetely 6 miles from the north-western end of the lake.

The property mcy be reached from Fort St. Janes at the southern
end of Stuart Leke, by one of two lsnd-water routes, Of these the better and
the one in cozmon use in 1939, is vis Stuert Lake for 13 miles to Pinchi Lake
Indien Reserve, themce by cn tmizproved wegon-rosd on good grsde for A& mniles to
the southern shore of Pinchi Leke., From this point the distance by water 1s sbout
2 miles to the compuny's camp on the northern shore of the lace, behind a small
island, benenth the showings, Alternatively, the property may be reached by «
trail :nd poor wsgon-roed, 8 miles in length, branching we:terly from the Fort

St. Jamer-Uunson Cresk rosd &% a point ebout 17 miles north of Fort St. James, and

connecting with a point on the northern shore of Pinchi Lake, sbout 7 miles dise
tant by water from the company's camp. By fer the quickest way to reach ths
property, however, is bty airpline from Fort St., Jemes, whers ;lanes are ususlly
obtalnable, Thoe eire-line distance is sbout 15 miles,

The Pinchi Lske cinnsbar deposit consists of n cinnabar-bearing -
fructure-zone that cuts a series of dynamically metemorphosed sediments. The .
rocks include limestone, cherty quartazite, quortz-micn schist end a little
glaucoph=ne schist.
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The first shipment of mercury from the Pinchi Leke plent,
was made in July 1940, when 400 flasiks were sent by pl&ne from the reduction
plant to Fort St. James, and to ﬂontro&].

The shipment wes . the largest ever sent from a Canadian mine,
Previous production in British Columbia hus been light, betwsen 1890 and 1895,

" 138 flasks were sent from Copper Creck cinnsbar deposits, nesr Kasloops; five

flesks were recovered from the same source in the period 1924 -~ 1927. During
1938 ten flasks were produced from the property of the Empire NMercury in the
Bridge River country, and & slightly lerger quantity in 1939s.

Press reports under date of Ocdober 29, 1941, state that at
the Pinchi Lake property a new 500-ton.mill will be in operation by Hovember
1lst, and will step up to §00 tons daily, the capacity of the plant, The Pinchi

Leke operation of the Cohsolidated, has developed into the major mercury producer

in the British Empirae.

- Production: (Confidential to Bureau and not to be disclosed)

1940 153,444 1b, Approx. value, $354,000

The same press reports make note that George Snell, of ~
Vanderhoof, is credited with an important discovery of cinncber ore in the Tatla
lake district, and the Bralorne Mines, Ltd., is reported to h- ve an engineer
looking the ground over, Interest is added in no far the discovery may indicate
an extension of the Pinchi Lake field.
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